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INTRODUCTION

This report has been prepared tor submission to the Elected Members of Kilkenny County
Council and contains information regarding the proposed development. It also includes
issues raised tfollowing the erection of the public notice of the proposed development with the
display tor public inspection of the plans and particulars and other matters as required in
accordance with Section 179 of the Planning & Development Acts, 2000 as amended.

BACKGROUND

The repurposing of the disused New Ross-Waterford Railway line into a world class amenity,
namely the South East Greenway, hereatter SEG, will significantly enhance the tourism oftering of
Kilkenny and the South East region. This 24km Greenway linking New Ross and Waterford has
the potential to create massive economic growth tor the area. However, the fact that the
Greenway does not go directly through any of the settlements along the 22km of the Greenway
within Kilkenny poses a distinct challenge. Thus, if we are to realise the economic benetits arising
out of this major capital investment into the area we need to develop attractive and safe
connectivity links from the Greenway to the nearby villages of Glenmore and Slieverue initially,
with a wider objective to extend the greenway northwest to Woodstock, Inisitioge and to the north
to the Barrow Way, St. Mullin’s. It is an objective of Kilkenny County Council as per the Kilkenny
City & County Development Plan 2021-2027 (Objective 12P) to provide connections to SEG to
settlements along its route.
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In 2021, in collaboration with Kilkenny LEADER Partnership and Trail Kilkenny, technical
consultants were engaged to undertake a Feasibility Study and Route Selection & Design Options
Report for pedestrian / cyclist links from the SEG to the villages of Glenmore and Slieverue. The
studies concluded that both links were teasible and the route selection and design options report
was completed for each location.

With respect to Glenmore village, 5 route options were considered between the SEG and the N25
Road and 3 route options were assessed trom the N25 Road to the Glenmore village. The route
put torward under this planning process is the pretferred route as recommended in the route
options report ( a tull copy of the report is available in Appendix 7.)

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

This scheme will provide for a purpose-built sate, comfortable cycling and walking environment
which will connect the SEG with Glenmore village.

The proposal put torward provides for the following: -

e Accommodation works consisting of security fencing, agricultural gates, stock proot fencing
to tacilitate landowners;

¢ The clearance of vegetation on the link corridor, retaining boundary hedgerows and
boundary vegetation where possible;

¢ Repair and upgrade ot existing drainage;

¢ Excavation and installation of retaining structures on L - 7513 up to N - 25 underpass;

e Laying of a 3-metre-wide bituminous surtace on a crushed stone base to form a proposed
pedestrian and cycle corridor;

e Alteration to footpaths at the two underpasses, namely N25 at L - 7513 & N25 /L - 7501;

e Alterations/setbacks to vehicle restraint systems along L - 7513/ L - 7539/ L - 7501;

¢ Installation ot barriers for the satety ot Greenway users;

e Installation of road signage, markings, lighting, pedestrian/cyclist crossings and ramps
along existing road and path infrastructure through shared surface.

Additional proposals and moditications put torward, having considered submissions received
during the consultation process, include:

¢ The construction of a series of passing bays along the Cappagh Road from Jamestown Cross
to the village. The location ot passing bays will be such to maximise forward visibility along
this section road and it is estimated that between 5 and 8 bays will be installed;

e Modifications to N25 Overpass on the LS7513 reducing the carriageway width from 5.7m to
4.2 and increasing the tootpath width from 1.5m to 3.0m. The works will also include the
introduction of Yield-Right-ot-Way tratfic management regime;

e Modifications to N25 Overpass on the LS7501 reducing the carriageway width trom 4.1m to
3.1 and increasing the tootpath width from 1.5m to 2.5m The works will also include the
introduction of Yield-Right-of-Way traftic management regime. It is also noted that a height
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restriction of 3.1m is in place on this underpass which dictates the size ot vehicles that can
travel under same;

¢ Installation of short section of recycled plastic boardwalk or similar to span watercourse

¢ DProvision tor landscaping and street turniture.

PRE-PLANNING

As part of the route selection & design options study the Consultancy Team contacted
attected landowners along the various emerging route options in early 2022 and an open evening
was held in Glenmore Parish Hall on the 10t March 2022 to allow the public view the options
and make comment on same.

2 presentations during the feasibility and route selection process were presented to the Piltown
Municipal District Members as the project progressed.

More recently, as part of the planning application process, the Council’s Project Oftice & Parks

Section was advised of the planning requirements through a formal pre-planning submission prior
to lodging the Part 8 Planning application - Planning Ret No. 01-23.

NOTICE OF DEVELOPMENT

The attected landowners, along the preterred route option were contacted in advance of the Part 8
Planning Notice being advertised and the commencement ot the statutory consultation period.

The Part 8 application for the proposed development was advertised by Notice in the Kilkenny
People newspaper, published on Wednesday 274 August 2023. Notices were also erected at various
locations along the proposed link corridor on that date. The notice was also included in the
Glenmore Parish notes, weekending the 6th of August. For copy of Notice and on-site notice images
refer to Appendix 1.

Details of the proposed scheme were also advertised via the Kilkenny County Council Public
Consultation Portal http:/ /consult.kilkenny.ie/ and via Kilkenny County Council website.

Plans and particulars for the proposed Scheme were made available for inspection from
Wednesday the 22d of August, 2023 to Tuesday the 5th of September 2023 inclusive and at the
tollowing otfices:

¢ Planning Department, Kilkenny County Council, County Hall, John St., Kilkenny City tfrom
9am to 1pm & 2pm to 4pm Monday to Friday (excluding weekends and Bank Holidays).

e Ferrybank Library, Ferrybank Shopping Centre, Ferrybank, Co. Kilkenny from 10am to
1.30pm and 2.30pm to S5pm Tuesday, Thursday and Fridays, Wednesday, 10am to 1.30pm
and 2.30pm to 7pm Saturday 9.30am to 1.30pm.

¢ Kilkenny County Council, Ferrybank Area Oftice, Ferrybank Shopping Centre, Ferrybank,
Co. Kilkenny trom 9am to 1pm & 2pm to S5pm Monday to Friday (Except Public Holidays).
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Prior to the submission deadline, a public information evening was held in the Glenmore Parish
Hall on Wednesday 13t September between 2.00 & 5.00pm. This event was advertised in
the Kilkenny People newspaper and the Glenmore Parish notes in Glenmore. The event was
attended by council officials to explain the proposed project and to answer any questions on same.
Feedback forms were made available and three forms were subsequently submitted, refer to
Appendix 6.

Prior to the above, landowners along the preterred route were contacted and face to face meetings
were held on the 6% and 7t of September 2023.

Submissions and observations were invited with respect to the proposed development up
to Tuesday the 19t September 2023. Submissions could be made via;

O online at https:/ / consult.kilkenny.ie/en or
. via email to GreenwayLinkGlenmore@kilkennycoco.ie
J in writing to the Planning Department, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny

The documents were placed on public display as tollows:-

Part VIII Explanatory Booklet;

Appendix 1 Notice of Proposed Development;
Appendix 1A Advertisement Notice;

Appendix 2 Route Selection and Design Options Report;
Appendix 3 Scheme Drawings;

Appendix 4 Appropriate Assessment Screening Report;
Appendix 5 Road Safety Audit Stage 1.

e o o o o o o

REFFERALS

The tollowing Statutory and Non-Statutory Bodies were invited to make submissions on the
scheme: -

National Parks and Wildlife Section (NPWS);

Transport Intrastructure Ireland (TII);

Department ot Transport;

Department ot Housing, Local Government and Heritage;
Roads Design Ottice, Kilkenny County Council;

Uisce Eireann;

Parks Ottice, Kilkenny County Council;

Environment Oftice, Kilkennty County Council.

e o ¢ o o o o o
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SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED

The names ot those who made submissions are listed in the tollowing table:-

List of Submissions

John Malone

John Kirwan

Edward & Eilish Doolan x 2

Bretta O" Callaghan

Des & Rose Ennett

Jacqueline Walsh

Nicholas Kelly x 2

Thomas Walsh

Maria Treacy

Gerard Doherty

2lale] oo |u| kv =

Road Design Kilkenny County Council

—_
N

Transport Intrastructure Ireland - Landuse Planning Unit

—
(68]

Uisce Eireann

Submissions and responses to same are provided in Appendix 5. Copies of the original submissions
received are provided in Appendix 6. The particular issues raised in the submissions are outlined

and considered in the Senior Planner’s Report, in Appendix 4.

On foot of reviewing the submissions received, a Workshop was held with the Piltown
MD Members on the 1st November, 2023. Modifications to address concerns raised within
the submissions received to the original proposal were discussed. It was subsequently agreed that
the proposal should go before Council for consideration subject to the inclusion of the

modifications discussed.

DESIGN CRITERIA

The design of the proposed SEG link corridor to Glenmore village has taken into consideration the

requirements of the following Regulations and Policy documents: -
e Planning & Development Act 2000, as amended;
e Planning & Development Regulations, 2001, as amended;
The Kilkenny City & County Development Plan 2021-2027;

Kilkenny County Council Pollinator Action Plan 2020;

Kilkenny County Council Climate Change Adaptation Strategy 2019 - 2024;

All Ireland Pollinator Plan and related guidance documents (Councils: Actions to Help

Pollinators) National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC); (Adopted by Kilkenny County

Council)
e Aftercare and landscape maintenance requirements;
e National Climate Action Plan 2023 - CAP 2023;
e National Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-2021;
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e The Biodiversity Climate Change Sectoral Adaptation Plan 2019;

e Building for Everyone: A Universal Design Approach Book 1 External environment and
approach National Disability Authority;

e TII Rural Road Link Design DN-GEO-03031 June 2017;

e TII Rural Cycleway Design (Offline & Greenway) DNG-GEO-03047 August 2022;
TII technical Acceptance ot Road Structures on Motorways and Other National Roads DN-
STR-03001 April 2019.

IMPLICATIONS FOR THE PROPER PLANNING AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
OF THE AREA

The Planning Authority has determined that the proposed development is consistent with the
proper planning and sustainable development of the area of the proposed development (See
Senior Planner's Report in Appendix 4) and the proposed development is consistent with the
provisions of the Kilkenny City & County Development Plan 2021-2027.

KILKENNY COUNTY COUNCIL'S INTENTION WITH REGARD TO THE
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

Proposed Development: Part VIII Proposal.

The development of a pedestrian and cycle link connecting the South East Greenway to the
village of Glenmore, County Kilkenny.

I recommend that Kilkenny County Council proceed with the proposed development in accordance
with the plans and particulars made available for public inspection and taking into account the
recommendations made by the Planning Department and other commitments given in this report.

\

~ 5 o N
N WY N

Signed:

Sean McKeown
Director of Service

Irecommend that Kilkenny County Council proceed with the proposed development in accordance
with the plans made available for public inspection and modification proposed thereto within this
report, taking into account the recommendations made by the Planning Department and other
Service Departments.

Signed:

Lar Power
Chief Executive
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Appendix 1

COPY OF PUBLIC NOTICE
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Combhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh
Kilkenny County Council

Notice of proposed development by a Local Authority
Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 - as amended
Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 - as amended

South East Greenway Link to Glenmore Village, Co. Kilkenny

In accordance with the provisions of Part X| of the Planning & Development Act 2000, as amended, and Part 8, Article 81, of
Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended Kilkenny County Council as lead authority hereby gives notice of
proposals pertaining to the following development:

The project involves the development of a pedestrian and cycle corridor 3.0m in width (length approximately 1.86km). The
proposed linkage connects the Car park at Ballyverneen by way of the L — 7513-14 through the existing N25 underpass to the
junction of L — 7513. Continuing through the second existing N25 underpass to the Junction with L -7510. Construction of a new
corridor located in private lands inside hedge line along L — 7510 into the Village of Glenmore. Corridor re-joins existing public
road L — 7510 with introduced traffic calming measures.

The route comprises 1,860 metres in length through existing road and footpath network. Third party lands to be acquired at the
junctions of L — 7539 & L — 7501 and at the junction of L — 7501 & L — 7510 into Glenmore Village requiring third party land
acquisitions.

The proposal put forward provides for the following:

e Accommodation works consisting of security fencing, agricultural gates, stock proof fencing to facilitate landowners.

e Theclearance of vegetation on the link corridor, retaining boundary hedgerows and boundary vegetation where possible.

®  Repair and upgrade of existing drainage.

e  Excavation and installation of retaining structures on L —7513 up to N — 25 underpass.

e Laying of a 3-metre-wide bituminous surface on a crushed stone base to form a proposed pedestrian and cycle corridor.

e Alteration to footpaths in the two underpasses of N25 at L— 7513 & L — 7501.

e Alterations/setbacks to vehicle restraint systems along L — 7513/ L— 7539/ L — 7501.

e Installation of barriers for the safety of Greenway users.

e Installation of road signage, markings, lighting, pedestrian/cyclist crossings and ramps along existing road and path
infrastructure through shared surface.

Plans and particulars of the proposed development will be available for inspection from Wednesday the 02" of August, 2023 to
Tuesday the 5™ of September 2023 inclusive, on the consult website: https://consult.kilkenny.ie/en and at the following offices:
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Location Opening Hours

Planning Department, Kilkenny County Council, | From 9am to 1pm & 2pm to 5pm

County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny Monday to Friday (Except Public Holidays)
Ferrybank Library, Tuesday, Thursday and Fridays

Ferrybank Shopping Centre, From 10am to 1.30pm, 2.30pm to 5pm
Ferrybank, Wednesday 10am to 1.30pm, 2.30pm to 7pm
Co. Kilkenny Saturday 9.30am to 1.30pm

Kilkenny County Council, From 9am to 1pm & 2pm to 5pm
Ferrybank Area Office, Monday to Friday (Except Public Holidays)
Ferrybank Shopping Centre,

Ferrybank,

Co. Kilkenny

Submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper planning and sustainable
development of the area in which the development will be carried out, may be made

e online at https://consult.kilkenny.ie/en or
e via email to GreenwaylinkGlenmore@kilkennycoco.ie
e in writing to the Planning Department, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny

The latest date for receipt of submissions on the above scheme is Tuesday the 19" of September, 2023.
Submissions should be clearly marked ‘South East Greenway link to Glenmore village’.

In accordance with the requirements of Article 120(1)(a) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) the
Planning authority has made a preliminary examination of the nature, size and location of the proposed development. The
authority has concluded that there is no real likelihood of significant effects on the environment arising from the proposed
development and a determination has been made that an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is not required. As per Article
120(3) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended), where any person considers that the development
proposed to be carried out would be likely to have significant effects on the environment, he or she may, at any time before the
expiration of 4 weeks beginning on the date of the publication of this notice apply to An Bord Pleandla for a screening
determination as to whether the development would be likely to have a significant effect on the environment.

Denis Malone,

A/ Director of Services,
Kilkenny County Council,
County Buildings,

John Street,

Kilkenny
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Ballyverneen Carpark Access road L7513 /L7539
Entrance

L7513-14 /L7501 L7501-60 junction adjacent L7501-60/17510-29
to N25 Roundabout Cappagh Road

L7510 Glenmore Village Glenmore Community Centre
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Appendix 2

Part 8 Display Drawings
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Drawing summary:

e 3m wide cycle track is provided on the eastern side of the L7513 within the existing verge / public lands.

e Retaining wall/structure to be provided along the eastern verge of the track in lieu of extensive earthworks in
the vicinity of the N25 New Ross Bypass underbridge.
The track is separated from the carriageway with a double kerb or similar on the carriageway side.

e A controlled crossing across the proposed Ballyverneen carpark access road provides access to the car
park and from there to the proposed South East Greenway
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Modified Part 8 Drawings

South East Greenway Link to Glenmore Village — Chief Executives Report

Page 22




footpath width to 3.0m to accommodate both cyclists and pedestrians.

Note 1

It is proposed to introduce a series of passing bays, from the

Cappagh Rd / Jamestown Junction LS7510 / LS7501 to Glenmore village.

The inclusion of same will be provided for in the detail design for the

Greenway Connectivity Link.

In general, this design will provide for an adequate width for vehicles to pass each other,
up to a maximum of 6.5m full carriageway width.

The passing bays will incorporate entry and exit transitions along with a dwell area.
The passing bays will be provided at reqular intervals, providing forward visibility in
the range of 90lin.m to 145lin.m.

The number of passing bays is expected to be in the region of 5no. to 8no.

The provision of the above will likely require localised sections of hedgerow removal,
pruning of overhanding tree branches and associated drainage works.

Note 2
The proposed Greenway connectivity link will be designed to
accommodate the proposed bus pull in area off the LS7501 Jamestown.

Note 3
Modifications to N25 Overpass on the LS7513 - increase the originally proposed
carriageway width from 3.0m to 4.2 and increasing the exiting

The introduction of Yield-Right-of-Way traffic management regime is retained.

Note 4

Modifications to N25 Overpass on the LS7501 increasing the originally proposed
carriageway width from 3.0m to 3.1 and increasing the existing footpath

width from 1.5m to 2.5m.

The introduction of Yield-Right-of-Way traffic management regime is retained.
It is also noted that height restriction of 3.1m in place on this underpass

which dictates the size of vehicles that can travel under same.

Note 5

Minor modifications can be accommodated at detail design
to eliminate the need to acquire a small area of land at
Ballyverneen (submission 2sq.m)

Note 6
Proposed 3m wide recycled plastic, or similar , boardwalk across watercourse.
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Chontae Chill Chainnigh
Kilkenny County Council
Planning Report

Planning & Development Act 2000, as amended
Planning & Development Regulations 2001, as amended

Part 8 Ref: 01/23

Development: The project comprises the development of a pedestrian and cycle corridor linking the
South East Greenway with the Village of Glenmore Village. The route is approximately
1.86km in length and is 3.0 meters wide.

The proposed linkage connects the car park at Ballyverneen by way of the L-7513
through existing N25 underpass to the junction of L-7513. The route continues through
the second existing N25 underpass to the junction with L-7510. The new corridor to be
constructed is located on private lands inside the hedge line along L.-7510 into the Village
of Glenmore. The corridor then re-joins the existing public road L-7510 with introduced
traffic calming measures.

Third party lands to be acquired at the junctions of L-7539 and L-7501 and at the
junction of L-7501 and L-7510 into Glenmore Village requiring third party land

acquisitions.

The proposal put forward provides for the following:

\7

Accommodation works consisting of security fencing, agricultural gates, and stock
proof fencing to facilitate landowners.

The clearance of vegetation on the link corridor, retaining boundary hedgerows, and
boundary vegetation where possible.

Repair and upgrade of existing drainage.

Excavation and installation of retaining structures on L-7513 up to N-25 underpass.
Laying of a 3-metre-wide bituminous surface on a crushed stone base to form a
proposed pedestrian cycle corridor.

Alteration to footpaths in the two underpasses of N25 at L-7513 and L-7501.
Alterations / setbacks to vehicle restraint systems along 1.-7513, L-7539, and L-7501.
Installation of barriers for the safety of Greenway users.

Installation of road signage, markings, lighting, pedestrian/cyclist crossings and
ramps along existing road and path infrastructure through shared surface.

\7

Y VWV VWV

YV VYV

Site Location and Description
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The site 1s located north of the village of Glenmore and runs parallel to the local road network (L-7510-29, L-
7510-60 and L-7513-14) for 1.86km linking up with the South East Greenway at Ballyverneen Car Park. The
subject lands are east of the L.-7510-29, and L-7513-14 and lie south of the L-7510-60. The lands are primarily
greenfield and in agricultural use. The topography of the site is steep for large parts particularly along with L-
7510-29 where the land falls heavily in a south east direction from the public road towards the N25.

Proposed link is outlined with dashed green line in map extract below.

L
LS7510

-
[GLENMORE] "

Kilkenny City and County Development Plan 2021 - 2027

5.3 — Tourism, Creative Industries and Services
It 1s council policy to “support cycle and walking tourism initiatives, in tandem with the development of
Greenway’s and Blueway'’s in the County”.

It 1s an objective to “continue to develop sustainable high-quality tourism, leisure and complementary
activities for the City and County with the key stakeholders enhancing the position of Kilkenny as a Hero site
within Ireland’s Ancient East branding”.

5.3.1 — Kilkenny County
Outside the City, the tourism sector continues to be a crucial element of community and economic
development. Recent developments, which shall be encouraged and supported include:

»

“Kilkenny Greenway as part of the South East Greenway in South of the County.

5.3.5 — Outlook
The council will continue to develop the tourism offering in Kilkenny focusing on developing a visitor plan
for the South East Greenway incorporating the Kilkenny Greenway.

5.3.6 — Tourism Objectives
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S5F:  Development of the Kilkenny Greenway as part of the South East Greenway in South
Kilkenny.
5G:  Development of the Waterford to Rosslare Greenway

8.3 — Trails, Cycleways, Walkways and Linear Parks
The Council will support, promote and facilitate a comprehensive network of greenways, linking parks and
pubic open spaces to the Regional and National Greenway Networks.

8.4 — Greenways and Blueway’s

It i1s noted that the South East Greenway primarily passes through County Kilkenny. The Council will
investigate the potential of and opportunities for the funding of walking and cycling greenways and trails in
the county, and for the development of linkages between existing trails and others 1n adjoining counties.

The Council will cooperate with other state agencies in the development of blueways along existing
watercourses as considered appropriate with existing greenways and blueways.

The Council will support the progression of long-distance linear greenways and greenway town networks, and
the further development and improvements of cycling and walking trails and paths in County Kilkenny, and
the provision of appropriate services along these trails, and for the development of linkages between these
trails and adjoining counties.

Greenways and Blueways Objectives
8J: To compete the construction of the Kilkenny Greenway, connecting New Ross to Waterford.
8K:  To promote and develop the Waterford to Rosslare Greenway in association with Waterford
and Wexford County Councils.

9.2.5.1 - Hedgerows

Hedgerows contribute significantly to biodiversity and landscape character. They have an important farming
function, they are wildlife habitats, and corridors, between habitats. It is a requirement “to protect and where
possible enhance wildlife habitats and landscape features which act as ecological corridors/networks and
stepping stones, such as river corridors, hedgerows and road verges, and to minimise the loss of habitats and
features of the wider countryside (such as ponds, wetlands, trees) which are not within designated sites.”

12.5 — Cycling and Walking
Greenways are an important element of cycling infrastructure. Greenways and Blueways also have significant

recreational use and benefit.

12.5.1 — Cycling Objectives
12P:  To provide connections to the Kilkenny Greenway to settlements along its route as the need

arises and resources perinit.

Third Party Submissions
Ten third party submissions were received from the general public, while comments were also received from
Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), Uisce Eireann the Councils Road Design Office.

Road Design had no objection to the proposed development and outlined a number of provisions that should
be adhered to as part of the overall design. Transport Infrastructure Ireland had no objection and outlined some
recommendations to be included in the design and at construction stage. Uisce Eireann had no objection to the
proposed development and outlined their requirements in relation to the design.
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A list of some of the 1ssues raised in the public submissions are outlined below:

- The Cappagh Road needs to be widened before any Greenway link is considered. It is a dangerous
stretch of road for local residents. Traffic is likely to increase on this road in the future.

- Impact on flora and fauna is a concern. There is a badger set in the area and provision of fencing will
disturb movement patterns.

- Impact of construction on salmon in stream.

- Lack of parking, facilities and amenities in Glenmore Village.

- The development will impact private landowners and have negative economic implications / loss of
income. Against government policy to keep local families farmning.

- Retaining hedgerows means more land is required from landowners.

- Fairy bush should not be removed

- Impact passers / users will have on livestock in adjoining fields.

- Safety of public from livestock in adjoining fields

- Impact on road safety / traffic due to narrowing of road carriageway in both underpasses.

- Development cuts off access to farm land. Impact cattle crossings will have on public

- Flooding is a concern from stream, as fields often flood.

- The village sewerage system will need to be upgraded in the future to avoid further pollution of the
stream. The greenway link may inhibit the upgrading of this facility.

- Impractical to develop on these lands due to steep slope

Responses to submissions were prepared by Parks, in conjunctions with the Planning Department. These are
appended with the Chief Executives Report in Appendix 5.

Referrals:

The following statutory and non-statutory bodies were invited to make submissions to the scheme:

o Environment: Report not received to date.

e Roads: No objection, and sets out a number of considerations to be addressed in relation to the
development. Details outlined in appendix 5

o Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII): No objection, sets out a number of recomimendations to be
considered.

o Department of Transport: No response

o Uisce Eireann — No objection, subject compliance with requirements.

o Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage: No response.
e Parks — Report not received to date.

Heritage:

Protected Structure — None on site.

Architectural Conservation Area — The site is not in an Architectural Conservation Area.
Recorded Monuments — None in the immediate vicinity.

Zone of Archaeological Potential - The site 1s not in a Zone of Archaeological Potential
Protected views - The site is not located within any protected view

Future National Roads in South Kilkenny
Waterford to Cahir N24 Scheme - The site is not within the buffer area for this scheme.
Waterford to Glenmore N25 Scheme - The site is partly within the buffer area for this scheme

Screening for Appropriate Assessment

A report for the purposes of Appropriate Assessment Screening was prepared in respect of the construction
and operation of linkage access routes from the South East Greenway to Glenmore and Slieverue in Co.
Kilkenny to determine whether it is likely individually or in combination with other plans and projects to have
a significant effect on any European sites, in light of best scientific knowledge.
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The report concluded that there are no predicted effects on any European sites given there are no predicted
emissions to air, water, or the environment during the construction or operational phases that would result in
significant effects.

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)

A preliminary examination of the nature, size and location of the proposed development has been carried out
which deteninines that there is no real likelihood of significant effects on the environment arising from the
proposed development. It is therefore concluded that an Environmental Iinpact Assessment Report (EIAR) is
not required.

Proposed Development

The proposed link connects the South East Greenway to the village of Glenmore providing access for
pedestrians and cyclists. The route is approximately 1.86km and consists of assorted improvements along the
route using road side verges, the underbridge at the N25 and onto the village in the 50kin/hr zone.

- Accommodation works consisting of security fencing, agricultural gates, and stock proof fencing to
facilitate landowners.

- The clearance of vegetation on the link corridor, retaining boundary hedgerows, and boundary
vegetation where possible.

- Repair and upgrade of existing drainage.

- Excavation and installation of retaining structures on L-7513 up to N-25 underpass.

- Laying of a 3-metre-wide bituminous surface on a crushed stone base to form a proposed pedestrian
cycle corridor.

- Alteration to footpaths in the two underpasses of N25 at L-7513 and L-7501.

- Alterations / setbacks to vehicle restraint systems along L-7513, L-7539, and L-7501.

- Installation of barriers for the safety of Greenway users.

- Installation of road signage, markings, lighting, pedestrian/cyclist crossings and ramps along existing
road and path infrastructure through shared surface.

Additional proposals and modifications put forward, having considered submissions received during the
consultation process, include:

- The construction of a series of passing bays along the Cappagh Road from Jamestown Cross to the
village. The location of passing bays will be such to maximise forward visibility along this section
road and it is estimated that between Sno. and 8no. bays will be installed;

- Modifications to N25 Overpass on the LS7513 reducing the carriageway width from 5.7m to 4.2 and
increasing the footpath width from 1.5m to 3.0m. The works will also include the introduction of Yield-
Right-of-Way traffic management regime;

- Modifications to N25 Overpass on the LS7501 reducing the carriageway width from 4.1m to 3.1 and
increasing the footpath width from 1.5m to 2.5m. The works will also include the introduction of Yield-
Right-of-Way traffic management regime. It is also noted that a height restriction of 3.1m is in place
on this underpass which dictates the size of vehicles that can travel under saine;

- Installation of short section of recycled plastic boardwalk or similar to span watercourse

- Provision for landscaping and street furniture

Assessment:

The proposal is generally supported through various policies and objectives outlined in the Kilkenny City and
County Development Plan which are outlined above. It is therefore considered to be acceptable in principle.
Having regard to the proposed development and submissions received the relevant issues are assessed under
the subheadings below:
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Road Safety:

It is considered that the provision of pedestrian / cycling infrastructure behind the existing hedgerow along
the L-7510-29 will improve conditions for road users separating vehicular traffic from pedestrians and cyclists
in so far as possible. Removal of hedgerows to widen the road network is not supported by policy in the
development plan which is to protect and where possible enhance wildlife habitats and landscape features
which act as ecological corridors/networks and stepping stones, such as river corridors, hedgerows and road
verges, and to minimise the loss of habitats and features of the wider countryside (such as ponds, wetlands,
trees) which are not within designated sites.

It 1s further noted that there were no recorded accidents along this stretch of road from 1990-2020. A traffic
survey undertaken showed that the vast majority of road users drive slower than the 80km/hr speed limit on
this stretch and none of the metrics provided would warrant further consideration in terms of a road widening
scheme.

Notwithstanding the above it proposed to introduce a series of passing bays along the L-7510 to improve road
safety conditions which will allow vehicles to pass safely. Inclusion of same will be provided for in the detail
design for the Greenway link. Provision will likely require localised sections of hedgerow removal.

The number of passing bays required should be limited insofar as possible where the removal of significant
sections of hedgerow are required to facilitate passing bays or provide sightlines from passing bays.
Hedgerows contribute significantly to biodiversity and landscape character and have an important function
for wildlife habitats, and coiridors between habitats as well as being important for providing natural drainage
and prevention of flooding.

Removal of hedgerows along the L.-7510-29 may have an impact on drainage from the road which is in an
elevated position from the stream below and the catchment for the River Barrow and River Nore SAC. The
Planning Authority are satisfied that amendments to design to will be screened for AA and addressed as
required by legislation.

Provision of Parking / Amenities:

It 1s considered that there is sufficient parking available for bikes and cars at Ballyverneen and in the village
of Glenmore at present to cater for users. Provision of this link is aimed at stimulating the local economy and
provision of economic opportunities in the village of Glenmore.

Amendments to Underpasses:

Modifications to underpasses are key to the success and safety of the greenway connectivity link. It is proposed
to introduce a yield traffic control layout which will reduce vehicle speeds, particularly the part of the L-7513
under the New Ross Bypass. Given, that this is the dedicated route for agricultural vehicles it 1s now proposed
to increase the road width from 3 to 4.2m and operate under a yield right of way traffic inanagement regime.

In respect of the underpass on L-7501, it is noted that a height restriction of 3.1m i1s in place restricting the
size of vehicles using same. It 1s proposed to widen the existing footpath from 1.5m to 2.5m and reduce the
carriageway from 4.1m to 3.1m. Given the height restriction it i1s envisaged the road will be ample to
accominodate the majority of vehicles using this underpass. There is also an alternative route via the L-7513
and R-723 available nearby. Works to the underpass will require further co-ordination and approval from TII
to demonstrate compliance with all relevant TII standards. This will be undertaken as part of the detail design
process.

Excessive land take:

While the 10 meters indicated on some sectional drawings may appear excessive to facilitate a 3m wide
carriageway it 1s noted that a wider buffer is required along parts to allow ground to be built up to ensure the
slope 1s not severe so as to cause a hazard. The detail of this will be considered further as part of the detail
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design process and will be minimised where possible. Overall widths will vary along the route to ensure a safe
3-meter-wide carriageway can be incorporated.
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Impact on flora and fauna
A report for the purposes of Appropriate Assessment Screening was prepared in respect of the construction

and operation to determine whether it is likely individually or in combination with other plans and projects to
have a significant effect on any European sites, in light of best scientific knowledge. The report concluded
that there are no predicted effects on any European sites given there are no predicted emissions to air, water,
or the environment during the construction or operational phases that would result in significant effects.

It 1s further noted that the project minimises removal of hedgerow by providing the link behind the existing
hedgerow thus protecting current passing routes and ecological corridors.

Flood Risk / Drainage
The site is not within a flood risk zone as i1dentified by CFRAM flood risk maps. A low probability area 1s
identified circa 1km south east of the subject lands.

Segregation of public from livestock
Stock proof fencing is proposed which will separate members of the public from livestock.

Conclusion and Recommendation

The Planning Authority considers that the design and layout of the proposed development are acceptable at
this location and accords with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area. The development
has been screened for appropriate assessment, which found that no significant environmental impact is likely
on any Natura 2000 site.

It is thus recommended that the Part 8 application for the project comprising development of a pedestrian and
cycle corridor linking the South East Greenway with the Village of Glenmore (approximately 1.86lam in length
and 3.0 meters wide) and the proposed modifications following public consultations be approved by the
council.

The recomimendations as per the reports of the Roads Design Office, Transport Infrastructure Ireland, and
Uisce Eireann should be followed.
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At detailed design stage the modifications will require that the additional works be screened for appropriate
assessment and that the hedgerow removal be minimized and agreed with the planning authority prior to
commencement of development.

0. O Moo

Date: 13/11/2023

Edwin O Meara,
Assistant Planner.

13/11/2023

Denis Malone,
Senior Planner.
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Appendix 5

Submissions & Response to same
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Submission Details Response

John Malone The traffic survey and accident data does not support
Itis of my opinion that what ye are proposing to link the | a case to widen the for the LS7510 Cappagh road.
Greenway from Ballyverneen to Glenmore Village is the
very same as putting the cart before the horse. The | The Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) on the
Cappagh Road is in serious need of widening before any | LS7510, Cappagh Road, Glenmore, was recorded at
Greenway link is considered, the Cappagh Road will be | 528 vehicles with 10% heavy commercial vehicles. An
the main access route to the creamery for trucks and | AADT volume in this range would be considered in the
agricultural machinery, if the road remains as itis only a | mid-range category for a local secondary road. There
matter of time before someone is seriously injured or | are no accidents, of any type, recorded on the
god forbid killed. Maproad PMS data-base from 1990-2020 for this
section of the Cappagh Road and, apart from one
windscreen damaged by an overhanding branch,
there was no other reported accidents to Area Office
post 2020. Speed survey’s undertaken on the section
of the Cappagh Rd, governed by an 80kph speed limit,
found that the 85" percentile speed was 60kph, some
20km’s less than the posted speed limit.

None of the above metrics would warrant further
consideration in terms of a road widening scheme.
Refer to Appendix 9 for additional details.

The width of the Cappagh Road ranges from ¢3.8m to
c.4.1lm with verge widths either side ranging from
c.0.4 to c.2.0m. The roadside boundaries on either
side, in the main, consists of well-established native
hedgerows with mature trees, some of latter have
branches overhanding into the carriageway.

Having considered this submission, and other
submissions expressing a similar concern, the
following is proposed:

The greenway link will be constructed inside the
hedgerow boundary as proposed in the Part 8
consultation drawings. This is to ensure a safe and
attractive off-road connectivity link between the
Greenway and Glenmore Village, along with limiting
the requirement to remove the full hedgerow along
the eastern roadside boundary.

To address the concerns raised locally, and
notwithstanding the findings of the various traffic &
speed surveys and the accident history recorded on
this road, it is proposed to introduce a series of
passing bays, from the Cappagh Rd / Jamestown
Junction LS7510 / LS7501 to the village. The inclusion

South East Greenway Link to Glenmore Village — Chief Executives Report




of same will be provided for in the detail design for
Greenway Link. In general, this design will provide for
an adequate width for vehicles to pass each other, up
to a maximum of 6.5m full carriageway width. The
passing bays will incorporate entry and exit
transitions along with a dwell area. The passing bays
will be provided at regular intervals, providing
forward visibility in the range of 90m to 145lin.m. The
provision of the above will likely require localised
hedgerow pruning of
overhanging tree branches and drainage.

sections of removal,

John Kirwan

The impact on the flora and fauna in the area is a
concern. There is a badger set in the area and the
badgers pass over Cappagh road. With fencing in place
this will disturb their movement patterns. Deer graze
and rest in this field. A rare dragonfly has been seen in
the area. There is a fairy bush along the proposed
pathway. The plans at the bridge from Jamestown to
Cappagh don't give enough detail about its construction,
this stream has salmon and digging near it may disturb
them. the planning permission doesn't include detailed
plans on how this will be built. 10meters into a field is a
large area to be removed from wildlife.

The end of the proposed cycle lane in Glenmore village
doesn't include parking/rest area. Space in the village is
limited for residents to park. There are insufficient
amenities in the village, e.g. public toilets, public parking
or public transport. These amenities are essential in
order for these plans to proceed.

The proposals contained within this planning
application were the subject of an Appropriate
Assessment Screening undertaken by Moore Group -
Environmental Services, who following their
assessment, concluded the following:

OVERALL CONCLUSIONS

There are no predicted effects on any European sites
given: There are no predicted emissions to air, water
or the environment during the construction or
operational phases that would result in significant
effects to the conservation objectives of the Nore-
Barrow SAC. It has been objectively concluded by
Moore Group Environmental Services that:

1. The Proposed Development is not directly
connected with, or necessary to the conservation
management of the European sites considered in this
assessment.

2. The Proposed Development is unlikely to either
directly or indirectly significantly affect the Qualifying
interests or Conservation Objectives of the European
sites considered in this assessment.

3. The Proposed Development, alone or in
combination with other projects, is not likely to have
significant effects on the European sites considered in
this assessment in view of their conservation
objectives.

4. It is possible to conclude that significant effects can
be excluded at the screening stage. It can be
excluded, on the basis of objective information, that
the Proposed Development, individually or in
combination with other plans or projects, will have a
significant effect on a European site.

An appropriate assessment is not, therefore, required.
Bike parking will be provided for under the scheme.
Carparking is available at the SEG Ballyverneen

carpark currently. The capacity of this carpark will
increase to circa. 29 parking spaces on completion of
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the SEG works. Within Glenmore village visitors will
be directed to the parking area at the Community
Parish Hall area.

Welfare facilities will be provided at the SEG trailhead
carparks as part of the overall scheme, in addition to
the services provided along the Greenway by private
enterprises. Furthermore, it is anticipated that over
time, visitor numbers to the greenway will act as a
stimulus for existing and/or new businesses to
provide further welfare facilities along the route.

A new bus pull in area is proposed on the LS7501, at
Jamestown, beside the proposed Greenway
connectivity link.

Eddie & Eilish Doolan

We are landowners on the left-hand side of the L7539
where it joins the L7513. We were surprised upon
inspecting the information on display at the open
afternoon in the community centre to see that our land
is to be impacted by this development. We were given
no prior notice of this proposed land take, and believe
that we are the only landowners on the route that were
not contacted in this regard. We have already lost lands
by way of CPO to the construction of the New Ross
bypass and are against any further loss of lands.

It is our view that the proposed crossing (should it go
ahead) be re located directly across the road onto lands
owned by Tl where there would be no impact on private
land.

Furthermore, we would question the viability of the
overall scheme as we believe that it will not deliver a
return on investment, and would question what
feasibility data (if any) is being used to support the
proposed public expenditure. We also feel that the
narrowing of the road carriageway in both underpasses
is not a feasible option as it will further restrict traffic
movements. This is particularly so in the smaller N25
underpass which is already compromised by the lack of
width in the carriageway which only allows one vehicle
at a time to pass through. Any further narrowing of that
carriageway and the introduction of higher numbers of
pedestrians must surely not be safe within the confines
of the existing underpass.

The area of land required to facilitate the works, as
proposed under the Part 8, as referred to by the
landowners is circa. 2sq.m. We propose to undertake
a minor modification to the proposed design, at detail
design stage, which will eliminate the need to acquire
this small area of land.

The South East Greenway (SEG) was approved
funding following a competitive process for national
and regional greenways in 2019, the criteria for which
included an assessment of the economic impact of
the development. It is noted that 22km of 24km of
the South East Greenway are within County Kilkenny.
However, with the exception of Rosbercon & Raheen
in the New Ross environs and Ferrybank at Waterford
end, there are no urban settlements along the
Greenway. Thus, in order to capitalise on the
economic benefit of having a high quality amenity
within the south east of the county, the delivery of
the connectivity links to the villages of Glenmore and
Slieverue are consideredkey. It is anticipated that the
provision of same will safe guard existing commercial
outlets and more importantly open up new
opportunities for local communities.

The proposed modifications to the underpasses is
considered key to the success and safety of the
greenway connectivity link. If the status quo is to
remain, cyclists will be required to dismount and walk
through the underpass via a 1.5m footpath. What is
proposed will accommodate both vehicular and non-
vehicular traffic. The introduction of a yield traffic
control layout will have the added benefit of reducing
vehicle speeds, particularly of the LS7513 under the
New Ross Bypass.
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However, having consideration to the fact the
underpass on the LS7513 is the dedicated route for
agricultural vehicles, it is proposed to increase the
road width from 3m, as detailed in Part 8 docs, to
4.2m and that traffic will still operate under a yield
right of way traffic management regime.

With respect to the N25 Underpass, road no. LS7501,
itis noted that a height restriction of 3.1mis in place,
this restricts the size of vehicles that can utilise same.
It is proposed to widen the existing footpath from
1.5m to 2.5m and reduce the carriageway from 4.1m
to 3.1m. Given the height restriction on this section
of road it is envisaged that the reduced width will be
ample to accommodate that majority of vehicles
currently using this underpass. Furthermore, it is also
noted, the alternative route via the L57513 and R723
Forestalstown is available nearby.

Finally, it is noted works proposed to the underpass
cross-section will require further co-ordination and
approval from Tll to demonstrate compliance to all
relevant Tl standards. This body of work will be
undertaken as part of the detail design process.

Bretta O’ Callaghan

Environment

The plans are not specific about the impact the proposed
cycle lane could have on the local wildlife. It is unclear
what construction will be undertaken and what kind of
structure will be places near stream/bridge. What
impact will this have on to flow of the stream and fish.
Although the idea to keep the existing ditch to preserve
the hedgerows for wildlife this is results in more farm
land being removed. The cross sections show this will be
minimum of 8 meters wide. One either side of the track
will be fencing, there are foxes and badgers in the area
that frequently cross the road in Cappagh for food and
breeding. Deer have been sighted in the fields near the
stream and they often rest in the area. Along the
proposed track is a Sceach growing in the field
unconnected to either ditch, this Sceach is a Fairy Bush
and should not be removed. This field is used for horses
to graze. Unfortunately, common sense is not so
common so | fear passers-by would try feeding my
horses "treats" that shouldn't be given to them and
result in becoming unwell. And littering is a concern too.

Recreation & Community facilities Title: Local amenities

The proposed plan doesn'tinclude and parking/rest area
at the end of the track. When cyclists arrive in Glenmore

Environment

The proposals contained within this planning
application were the subject of an Appropriate
Assessment Screening undertaken by Moore Group —
Environmental Services, who following their
assessment, concluded the following:

OVERALL CONCLUSIONS

There are no predicted effects on any European sites
given: There are no predicted emissions to air, water
or the environment during the construction or
operational phases that would result in significant
effects to the conservation objectives of the Nore-
Barrow SAC. It has been objectively concluded by
Moore Group Environmental Services that:

1. The Proposed Development is not directly
connected with, or necessary to the conservation
management of the European sites considered in this
assessment.

2. The Proposed Development is unlikely to either
directly or indirectly significantly affect the Qualifying
interests or Conservation Objectives of the European
sites considered in this assessment.

3. The Proposed Development, alone or in
combination with other projects, is not likely to have
significant effects on the European sites considered in
this assessment in view of their conservation
objectives.
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village where do they park their bikes. If a pedestrian | 4. It is possible to conclude that significant effects can
wishes to start in the village where do they park their | be excluded at the screening stage. It can be
cars? Space in the village for local resident to park is | excluded, on the basis of objective information, that
already limited. There are no public toilets, no public | the Proposed Development, individually or in
transport and no shop in the village at present. combination with other plans or projects, will have a
significant effect on a European site.

An appropriate assessment is not, therefore,
required.

Signage can be included at regular intervals advising
the public not to feed livestock.

Provision can be accommodated to allow wildlife to
trasverse the boundary fencing along the connectivity
link.

The Council will manage and maintain the proposed
amenity, which will include regular litter picks in
conjunction with the maintenance of the greenway.

Recreation & Community facilities Title: Local
amenities

Bike parking will be provided for under the scheme.

Carparking is available at the SEG Ballyverneen
carpark currently. The capacity of this carpark will
increase to circa. 29 parking spaces on completion of
the SEG works. Within Glenmore village visitors will
be directed to the parking area at the Community
Parish Hall area

Welfare facilities will be provided at the SEG
trailhead carparks as part of the overall scheme, in
addition to the services provided along the Greenway
by private enterprises.

A new bus pull in area is proposed on the L$7501,
Jamestown, beside the proposed Greenway
connectivity link.

Des Ennett It is not accepted that the provision of a greenway
The proposed link from the village of Glenmore to the connectivity link will increase the safety risks
Waterford/New Ross Greenway will run alongside the associated with entering and exiting adjoining
Cappagh road. It is proposed to be a “3-metre hard- farmlands. A proposed layout for each existing field

topped cycle track with 1-metre verges behind the access will be developed at detail design stage and
hedge/verge within private lands along the L7510”. This

proposed track will completely cut-off the easy and
safe access to my land, as the only entrance to this field
is from the L7510. This field is used for livestock and
heavy machinery, both of which require safe access
from the road. The presence of this cycleway would

will include details pertaining to the interfaces with
the connectivity link and public road. The said
proposals would form part of an accommodation
works schedule with respect to any future land
acquisition process.
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make access far more dangerous and difficult for all
concerned. There is a steep gradient in this field which

means that facilitating the 3-metre-wide cycle track will

require a very large footprint, in order to have a safe,
level, and stable path.

The potential loss of this large amount of land under
this proposed route will have negative economic
implications for me, as this is one of my largest fields.
This field is used for livestock, including two bulls
during the breeding season, which poses a danger to
walkers, cyclists, and livestock alike. This field sweeps
down to a stream that often floods, and becomes fast-
flowing and deep, which would be very dangerous
should somebody wander slightly off of the route. | am
in favour of improving the village, but this route will
come at a high cost to both myself and the county

Implications for existing and future farm operations,
as a consequence of the delivery of the proposed
connectivity link, will be dealt with in a fair and
land acquisition
process. The Council’s preference is always to acquire
lands by agreement.

reasonable manner under the

The proposed connectivity link field side boundary
would be to a design specification to limit any risks
associated with users and farm operation. This would
be typical throughout the country on other Greenway
projects that transverse farmland.

The Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) on the
LS7510, Cappagh Road, Glenmore, was recorded at
528 vehicles with 10% heavy commercial vehicles. An
AADTvolume inthisrangewould be consideredin the

council. mid-range category for alocal secondary road. There

are no accidents, of any type, recorded on the
Maproad PMS data-base from 1990-2020 for this
section of the Cappagh Road, and apart from one
windscreen damaged by an overhanding branch,
there was no other reported accidents to Area Office
post 2020. Speed surveys undertaken on the section
of the Cappagh Road, governed by an 80kph Speed

I would like to propose an alternative solution that
entails the widening of the existing road (L7510}, as
there is a very wide unused verge alongside the road in
Cappagh. In this proposal, very little work and
resources would be required to make this a safe, scenic
pathway and achieve access to the village. This would
cause minimal destruction to the environment and
wildlife, be far more cost-effective, safer, and allow the
pathway to run, alongside and under one of the few
roadways that is over-arched by tall, old, beautiful
native trees. The roots of these trees would almost
certainly be impacted by the groundworks that would
be necessary for the construction of the originally
proposed pathway. My alternative proposal in
conjunction with traffic calming measures would be a
far less impactful solution.

Limit, found that the 85" percentile speed was 60kph,
some 20kms less than the posted speed limit.

None of the above metrics would warrant further
consideration in terms of a road widening scheme.
Refer to Appendix 9 for additional details.

The width of the Cappagh Road ranges from c3.8m to
c.4.1m with verge widths either side ranging from
c.0.4 to c.2.0m. The roadside boundaries on either
side, in the main, consists of well-established native

| would hope that this submission will make the county .
hedgerows with mature trees, some of latter have

council reconsider the proposed route, and take into
consideration the impact this will have on all those who
live and work along it. After a visit from the county
council engineers, it now transpires that a 10-metre
wide strip of land through my field will be required to
facilitate the proposed greenway link. This loss of land
will affect my nitrates allowance and make access even
more problematic than first thought. As a result, |
strongly object to this greenway link going through my
land on safety, environmental, and loss of income
grounds. It is difficult enough to encourage someone to
take over a farm as it is, but this loss of land will only
serve to compound that issue. It is my understanding
that government policy is aiming to keep local families
farming, and therefore local communities alive,

branches overhanging into the carriageway.

submission, and other
submissions expressing a similar concern, the

following is proposed:

Having considered this

The greenway link will be constructed inside the
hedgerow boundary as proposed in the Part 8
consultation drawings. This is to ensure a safe and
attractive off-road connectivity link between the
Greenway and Glenmore Village, along with limiting
the requirement to remove the full hedgerow along
the eastern roadside boundary.
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however, the greenway link under its current proposal | To address the concerns raised locally,
will only serve to have the opposite effect. notwithstanding the findings of the various traffic &
speed surveys and the accident history recorded on
this road, it is proposed to introduce a series of
passing bays, from the Cappagh Rd / Jamestown
Junction LS7510 / LS7501 to the village. The inclusion
of same will be provided for in the detail design for
the Greenway Link. In general, this design will provide
for an adequate width for vehicles to pass each other,
up to a maximum of 6.5m full carriageway width. The
passing bays will incorporate entry and exit
transitions along with a dwell area. The passing bays
will be provided at regular intervals, providing
forward visibility in the range of 90m to 145m. The
provision of the above will likely require localised
sections of hedgerow removal, pruning of
overhanding tree branches and drainage. However,
the widening of the Cappagh Road along with the
provision of connectivity link would require the
removal of the full eastern roadside boundary
hedgerow including some very fine mature trees. This
in turn, would negatively impact on the landscape
and its receiving environment and the character of
the area.

The actual land-take requirement cannot be
determined until the detail design stage, but
landowners can be assured that only land considered
essential to deliver the project will be sought.

Jacqueline Walsh The Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) on the
My biggest concern with this project is the amount of LS7510, Cappagh Road, Glenmore, was recorded at
revenue which this project will cost while the Cappagh | 528 vehicles with 10% heavy commercial vehicles. An
road remains the same width. The Cappagh Road isthe | AADT volume in this range would be consideredin the

main artery into the Village and is a very dangerous mid-range category for alocal secondary road. There
stretch of road for local residents. On my daily are no accidents, of any type, recorded on the
commute to the village at school times, |, and several Maproad PMS data-base from 1990-2020 for this
other parents, weekly meet the National School bus. section of the Cappagh Road, and apart from one
On this dangerous winding road, we must reverse back | windscreen damaged by an overhanding branch,
to allow the bus to get through, (please find picture there was no other reported accidents to Area Office
attached). | feel monies would be better spent post 2020. Speed surveys undertaken on the section

widening the Cappagh road with a pathway for cyclists. | of the Cappagh Rd, governed by an 80kph Speed
Limit, found that the 85" percentile speed was 60kph,
some 20kms less the posted speed limit.

None of the above metrics would warrant further
consideration in terms of a road widening scheme.
Refer to Appendix 9 for additional details.

The width of the Cappagh Road ranges from ¢3.8m to
c.4.1lm with verge widths either side ranging from
c.0.4 to c.2.0m. The roadside boundaries on either
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side, in the main, consists of well-established native
hedgerows with mature trees, some of latter have
branches overhanging into the carriageway.

Having considered this submission, and other
submissions expressing a similar concern, the
following is proposed:

The greenway link will be constructed inside the
hedgerow boundary as proposed in the Part 8
consultation drawings. This is to ensure a safe and
attractive off-road connectivity link between the
Greenway and Glenmore Village along with limiting
the requirement to remove the full hedgerow along
the eastern roadside boundary.

To address the concerns raised locally,
notwithstanding the findings of the various traffic &
speed surveys and the accident history recorded on
this road, it is proposed to introduce a series of
passing bays, from the Cappagh Rd / Jamestown
Junction LS7510 / LS7501 to the village. The inclusion
of same will be provided for in the detail design for
Greenway Link. In general, this design will provide for
an adequate width for vehicles to pass each other, up
to a maximum of 6.5m full carriageway width. The
passing bays will incorporate entry and exit
transitions along with a dwell area. The passing bays
will be provided at regular intervals, providing
forward visibility in the range of 90m to 145lin.m. The
provision of the above will likely require localised
sections of hedgerow removal, pruning of
overhanging tree branches and drainage.

Nicholas Kelly The Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) on the
Having studied the proposed plans to link the LS7510, Cappagh Road, Glenmore, was recorded at
Waterford to New Ross Greenway to Glenmore Village | 528 vehicles with 10% heavy commercial vehicles. An
presented by Kilkenny County Council, | am very AADT volume in this range would be considered in the

concerned and disappointed that the current plans for | mid-range category for alocal secondary road. There
the project will be a waste of taxpayers money as they | are no accidents, of any type, recorded on the
do not include the upgrading of the Cappagh Road Maproad PMS data-base from 1990-2020 for this
(L7510) entrance to the Village of Glenmore. section of the Cappagh Road, and apart from one
windscreen damaged by an overhanding branch,
there was no other reported accidents to Area Office
post 2020. Speed surveys undertaken on the section
of the Cappagh Rd, governed by an 80kph Speed
Limit, found that the 85" percentile speed was 60kph,

At the outset | would like to say that | welcome the
plans to have a connection from the Village of
Glenmore to the Waterford to New Ross Greenway. In
time it will be a great asset to the Village and the Local

Community. some 20kms less than the posted speed limit.

The current proposed design of the Greenway link is to
run 3 meters inside the strongly tree laden ditch with
an exit on to the Cappagh road adjacent to the Village
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Sewerage facility (Large Septic tank that handles all the
village sewerage, with out flow directly into the village
stream) approximately 100m from the village. (Road
very narrow at this point)

| believe that insufficient consideration has been given
to the following points:

1.The Cappagh Road is one of the main access routes
into the village and is of very poor standard, and has
three or four dangerous bends. This road is used by the
School Bus and delivery trucks accessing the village and
the Tirlan Co Op Branch. On many parts of this road is
not possible for two vehicles to pass. The very narrow
and carriageway is further restricted by several
seriously overgrown trees. It would be a scandalous
waste of tax payers money to develop this Greenway
path without improving the road structure first. The
road would need to be widened with dangerous bends
and trees removed prior to the placement of the
Greenway path.

2. Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TIl) has recently
completed the corridor selection for the upgrading of
the N25 Glenmore to Slieverue Roundabout. The
selected corridor has proposals to widen to a dual
carriageway part of the existing road as it passes
Glenmore Village. This will presumably lead to the
closure of 2 of the existing entrance roads from the
N25 to the village thus putting a lot more traffic on the
Cappagh Road which has direct access to the N25
roundabout. Has Tll been consulted in a meaningful
way regarding this matter and asked to comment if the
two link roads be closed when the upgrade of the N25
takes place.

3.The exit on to the Cappagh Road at the village
sewerage system approximately 100m from the village
will be hazardous as the road will not be able to
accommodate safely the pedestrians and cyclists and
the regular traffic at this point. The village sewerage
system will need to be upgraded in the near future to
avoid further pollution of the local fresh water stream
and comply with EU laws. Irish Water will need to be
consulted to avoid any waste of money in constructing
the greenway path in a place that would inhibit their up
grading of the facility.

| trust that these important points will be taken into
consideration going forward.

None of the above metrics would warrant further
consideration in terms of a road widening scheme.
Refer to Appendix 9 for additional details.

The width of the Cappagh Road ranges from c3.8m to
c.4.1lm with verge widths either side ranging from
c.0.4 to c.2.0m. The roadside boundaries on either
side, in the main, consists of well-established native
hedgerows with mature trees, some of latter have
branches overhanging into the carriageway.

and other
the

Having considered this submission,
submissions expressing a similar concern,
following is proposed:

The greenway link will be constructed inside the
hedgerow boundary as proposed in the Part 8
consultation drawings. This is to ensure a safe and
attractive connectivity link between the Greenway
and Glenmore Village along with limiting the
requirement to remove the full hedgerow along the
eastern roadside boundary.

To address the concerns raised locally,
notwithstanding the findings of the various traffic &
speed surveys and the accident history recorded on
this road, it is proposed to introduce a series of
passing bays, from the Cappagh Rd / Jamestown
Junction LS7510 / LS7501 to the village. The inclusion
of same will be provided for in the detail design for
Greenway Link. In general, this design will provide for
an adequate width for vehicles to pass each other, up
to a maximum of 6.5m full carriageway width. The
passing bays will incorporate entry and exit
transitions along with a dwell area. The passing bays
will be provided at regular intervals, providing
forward visibility in the range of 90m to 145lin.m. The
provision of the above will likely require localised
of hedgerow removal, pruning of
overhanding tree branches and drainage.

sections

A full copy of the Part 8 proposals were issued to
the Tll as one of the statutory bodies. We received a
submission on the proposed scheme from TlI, dated
19" Sept 2023, point 3 of their submission relates to
the N25 Glenmore to Waterford Scheme.As
recommended we have been in contact with the
Road Design Office and the following should be
noted:

Phase 2 of the N25 Glenmore to Waterford Scheme,
is concluded (i.e. Option Selection identifying the
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preferred route corridor.) However, unfortunately
the scheme did not receive Tll consent or funding to
proceed to Phase 3 (Design & Environmental
Evaluation) and is suspended indefinitely since 2022.
The Council will continue to make the case to Tll to
progress the N25 Glenmore to Waterford Scheme.

The impacts on the side road junctions into
Glenmore village off Glenmore Hill, would have been
assessed as part of the design and environmental
considerations during Phase 3 of the N25 Glenmore
to Waterford Scheme. But as the scheme is
suspended it is not possible to determine if the said
junctions are to be closed. In any event
improvements are now proposed along the Cappagh
Road as part this proposal.

Uisce Eireann have responsibility for this wastewater
treatment plant and have raised no concerns
regarding the location of the proposed connectivity
Link, save for Uisce Eireann’s standard details and
code of practices to protect existing services.

Thomas Walsh

| write in connection with the proposed pedestrian link
from the greenway to Glenmore Village. Since my
entry into farming, | have had first-hand experience of
the impact of continuous road improvement works,
which have improved the driving experience and more
recently provided a great amenity with the opening of
the greenway. However, all of these 'improvements'
have seriously impacted my ability to farm a small
fragmented enterprise.

Regarding the greenway, what is the insurance position
if a cyclist collided with the gates when they are open
to allow cattle movement across the greenway?

The railway crossing caused its own issues until the line
closure in the early 1980s. The impact of road
improvement works on my farm began in 1989 approx.
when the new Waterford to New Ross road split the
farm. This was followed by the Rose Fitzgerald
Kennedy bridge with new link roads to the most recent
greenway development. On each occasion | have lost
land but more importantly every development has
made my work as a farmer more difficult. Now it
appears | will be impacted again by the pedestrian link
with a walkway and bus stop planned on my lands.

Has anyone actually viewed and accessed the
practicality of these developments on an extremely

The greenway connectivity link will be managed and
maintained by Kilkenny County Council and this
amenity will be included under its insurance policy.

The lands identified for the proposed bus stop are
within the Council’s ownership.

A number of other options were considered during
the feasibility study and route options assessment
and the option put forward in this Part 8 proposal is
the preferred option.

South East Greenway Link to Glenmore Village — Chief Executives Report Page 43




sloping site and its impact on my access to this land for
future use. s this the only route available? Having
seen the impact of sloping entrances into my lands on
the greenway and the situation now following its
development, | am concerned that animals may be
injured when they are moved and working this land
may be impossible.

| would respectfully suggest that alternative options be
explored. | am happy to discuss further.

Maria Treacy A reduced speed limit, of 30kph within the urban area

in advance of connectivity link / public road junction
| am extremely disappointed that no one seen fit to is proposed. Speed table ramps are also proposed in
contact me to discuss this proposal before the public advance of the connectivity link / public road
meeting was held recently in Glenmore Parish Hall. interface. A chicane detail along the connectivity link

will be provided to ensure cyclists reduce speed prior
| feel the current proposal needs to be reevaluated to

to entering out onto the public road. Advance signage
ensure the safety of all road users where the greenway

advising of a shared road surface are also included

exits next to our house in Glenmore village. .
g under this proposal.

We look forward to discussing this with you,
Finally, it should also be noted that the proposed

layout was subject to a Road Safety Audit Stage 1 and
the recommendations arising out of same were
accepted by the Design Team. In addition, should the
project progress, the scheme will be subject to future
Road Safety Audits during the detail design and post
construction stage.

Gerard Doherty The proposed modifications to the underpasses is
Welcomes proposal but has concerned about impact of | considered key to the success and safety of the
reducing road width at underpasses greenway connectivity link. If the status quo is to

remain, cyclist will be required to dismount and walk
through the underpass via a 1.5m footpath. What is
proposed will accommodate both vehicular and non-
vehicular traffic. The introduction of yield traffic
control layout will have the added benefit of reducing
vehicle speeds, particularly of the LS7513 under the
New Ross Bypass.

However, having consideration to the fact that the
underpass on the LS7513 is the dedicated route for
agricultural vehicles it is proposed to increase the
road width from 3m, as detailed in Part 8 documents,
to 4.2m and that traffic will still operate under a yield
right of way traffic management regime.

With respect to the N25 Underpass, road no. LS7501,
it is noted that a height restriction of 3.1mis in place,
this restricts the size of vehicles that can utilise same.
It is proposed to widen the existing footpath from

1.5m to 2.5m and reduce the carriageway from 4.1m

South East Greenway Link to Glenmore Village — Chief Executives Report i Page 44




to 3.1m. Given the height restriction on this section
of road it is envisaged that the reduced width will be
ample to accommodate that majority of vehicles
currently using this underpass. Furthermore, it is also
noted, the alternative route via the L57513 and R723
Forestalstown is available nearby.

Finally, it is noted works proposed to the underpass
cross-section will require further co-ordination and
approval from Tl to demonstrate compliance to all
relevant TIl standards. This body of work will be
undertaken as part of the detail design process.

Road Design Office — Kilkenny County Council
1. The Project Office & Parks section will liaise with

| have inspected the application for the proposed the Road Design Office to agree the location of the
development and the following is noted. proposed bus stop and greenway connectivity link.
1. It shall be noted that Kilkenny County Council in 2. Agreed.

conjunction with Tl are in the early stages of

considerations for the provision of a new bus-stop to 3. Agreed.

replace the existing substandard bus-stop on the N25

at Glenmore Hill. The location to be chosen for the Considerations.

proposed bus stop will be targeted on Council owned 1. Agreed.

land in the vicinity of the N25 Glenmore Roundabout.

This development may have implications for the 2. RSA signed and included in Part 8 Report.

ultimate layout here but as both designs progress it is
considered that they will complement each other. The | 3. Agreed.
proposed bus stop when designed will require separate

planning approval. The applicant shall liaise with the 4. A detail design stage the proposed crossing
Road Design Section of Kilkenny County Council as the | location will be designed as uncontrolled crossing.
detailed design proceeds to ensure that works do not

compromise delivery of the improved bus-stop. 5. Agreed.

2. The maintenance of a hedge separating vehicular 6. Agreed.

and the shared surface in the area adjacent to the
LS7510 is noted. It is noted that this hedge is no longer | 7. Agreed.
present from the point at which the LS7510 and the
LS7501 intersect nearer the existing N25 roundabout. 8. It is agreed that the direction of the yield control
Edge roadmaking’s are noted to be present from this will be assessed at detail design stage for the LS7501
interface which shall assist with road definition. N25 Overpass. However, it is noted that the queueing
3. It is noted that there is reference on the drawings to | capacity is limited on the eastern approach to same.

modifications of VRS and culverts being required. There
will be a requirement to undertake significant changes | - Agreed, the proposal will also be subject to future

to the existing VRS in the vicinity of the existing Road Safety Audits.
underpasses to facilitate the proposed development.

All modifications shall be subject to the appropriate 10. Agreed.

design standards and subject to all necessary consents.

Departures from standard shall be sought and 11. Agreed.

approved where required.
12. Agreed.
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| have no objection to the proposed development
subject to the following considerations: 13. Agreed.

1. Speed table ramps are noted to be proposed on the 14. Agreed.
local road Ref: LS7510 near Glenmore Village. It is not

immediately apparent if new public lighting is 15. Agreed.

proposed. Where not already provided it is

recommended that public lighting is provided at both 16. Agreed, however, it is not proposed to close the
ramps in addition to at the juncture of the L7510 and public road network apart from programmed short
the off road proposed shared surface link to ensure temporary closures to facilitate the works.

adequately illuminated.

Where provided the public lighting provided shall have
energy efficient LED technology and capable to be
adapted for use with a central management system
(CMS —with 7pin NEMA sockets) or equivalent. The
LEDs installed shall be set at a minimum of 3000 Kelvin.
All proposed lighting columns shall be set a minimum of
750mm from the roadside edge. Further guidance is
available in the draft Kilkenny County Council Public
Lighting Manual and Product Specification 2021.

2. The Road Safety Audit (RSA) Stage 1 is noted to be
incomplete. The fully signed feedback form has been
signed off by the project team and client accepting the
problems identified by the audit team. The inclusion of
the feedback form will close out the audit. The
applicant shall ensure the RSA is closed out signed off
prior to the formal consideration of the elected
members of this Part 8.

3. The applicant shall ensure that the design of the
termination layout of the cycling/pedestrian facility as
it joins the public road accords to the requirements of
the National Cycling Manual (NCM) and any
appropriate Tll, DMRB & DMURS standards as required.

4. The applicant shall design the crossing point near the
entrance to the proposed Ballyverneen Greenway
carpark to be either a controlled or uncontrolled
crossing point. As proposed it appears to be a
combination of the two. It is noted that this cul de sac
roadway provides access to dwellings plus agricultural
lands.

The applicant shall revise the design to provide an
uncontrolled crossing point at this location given its
position away from an urban area and the absence of
public lighting infrastructure.

5. The applicant shall liaise with the Road Design
Section of Kilkenny County Council as the detailed
design proceeds to ensure that works do not
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compromise delivery of an improved bus-stop location
to service Glenmore Village.

6. It is noted that there is reference on the drawings to
modifications of VRS and culverts being required. All
modifications shall be subject to the appropriate design
standards and subject to all necessary consents.
Departures from standard shall be sought and
approved where required.

7. The applicant shall ensure a certificate of compliance
is completed in accordance with NGS Circular 2 of 2022,

8. During the detailed design phase, the applicant shall
review the yield layout proposed where narrowing of
the existing local roads are proposed at the east-west
underpass and amend as necessary. The normal
convention is that the direction to yield should be that
side on which the narrowing of the road arises. (It is
noted that the yield arrangement at the north/south
underpass is to the normally accepted orientation.)

9. The applicant shall assess the requirements for the
illumination of the internal area of each underpass
structure where a yield arrangement is proposed. This
to ensure the safety of all users of the underpass area.

10. All new kerbing provided shall be a battered kerb in
accordance with TIl standards. This to ensure the safety
of all road users in areas where the default speed limit
of 80km/hr applies.

11. All road markings and signage provided shall follow
the Department of Transport, Traffic Signs Manual,
2019. Any faded roadmarkings shall be renewed as
necessary where required to facilitate the proposed
development.

12. The applicant shall ensure that during the
construction phase adequate parking is provided for all
personnel working on the site as parking on the public
roadway shall not be permitted.

13. Prior to the commencement of development, the
applicant is required to submit to the Municipal District
Engineer for written agreement a Construction
Management Plan to include details regarding a Works
Schedule for the phasing of the

development, construction working hours, storage of
construction materials, construction traffic and traffic
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management, access, supervision details etc.
Construction on Sundays and Bank Holidays is not
permitted, without prior written consent from the
Planning Authority.

14. Prior to the commencement of any works, the
applicant shall submit to the Municipal District of
Engineer for formal written agreement, a Roads
Maintenance Programme for the construction phase of
the development including street sweeping/cleaning in
order to prevent muck/debris, excavated materials and
construction materials interfering with the safe
operation of the public road. No materials either
excavated or for construction purposes, shall be stored
on the public road.

15. The applicant shall arrange for a Stage 2 Road
Safety Audit of the final design to be completed prior to
tendering for construction. The design shall be
amended and revised on foot of any recommendations
contained in the audit and the process fully
documented including the formal completion of the
feedback forms to close out the audit.

16. Prior to the opening of the development a Road
Safety Audit Stage 3 shall be undertaken. The
recommendations of same shall be submitted for the
consideration of the Road Design Office and the cost to
implement any such agreed recommendations shall be
borne by the applicant. The applicant shall also include
completion of the feedback form to close out the audit.

Transport Infrastructure Ireland

Transport Infrastructure lIreland (TIl) acknowledges
referral of the above proposed development by Kilkenny
County Council.

The Planning Authority will be aware that Chapter 7
‘Enhanced Regional Accessibility’ of the National
Development Plan 2021 - 2030, sets out the key sectoral
priority of maintaining Ireland’s existing national road
network to a robust and safe standard for users and
National Strategic Outcome 2 of the National Planning
Framework, at page 140, includes the objective;
“Maintaining the strategic capacity and safety of the
national roads network including planning for future
capacity enhancements”.

The requirement to safeguard the carrying capacity,
operational efficiency, safety, and significant national
investment being made in national roads in accordance
with official Government policy is similarly reflected in
the provisions of the Section 28 Ministerial Guidelines
Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for

Recommendations 1 and 2 are accepted and same
will be adhered to as the scheme progresses.

Recommendation 3 has been adhered to.
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Planning Authorities (DoECLG, 2012), the EU TEN-T
Regulation No 1315/2013 and the National Investment
Framework for Transport in Ireland (NIFTI). As part of
the national road network, the N25 is a highly important
national road also identified as part of the TEN-T
Comprehensive Network.

TIl’s observations seek to address the safety, capacity
and strategic function of the light rail and national road
networks in accordance with TIlI’s statutory functions.
Official policy in respect of the national road network is
set out in outlined in the Section 28 Guidelines Spatial
Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning
Authorities (DoECLG, 2012).

The proposed greenway route includes sections along
local roads that pass under the N25 at two locations
indicted on Proposed Layout — Glenmore — Sheet 2 of 3,
Drawing no. 21006-01-0015, REV -, January 23:

o e the L-7513 passes under the N25 under the
eastern arm of the N25 Glenmore Roundabout,
o ® and the L-7501 passes under the N25 under

the southern arm of the N25 Glenmore roundabout.

These bridges on the N25 are Tll structures. Any crossing
of the national road network, including by under or over
pass or alterations to same will require prior
consultation with Tll and compliance with all relevant Tl
standards as detailed within the Tl publications website
www.tiipublications.ie.

The planning authority is reminded of the requirements
of the TII Standard: ‘Technical Approval of Road
Structures on Motorways and Other National Roads for
structures’ (Tll, 2009, DN-STR-03001). This Standard
specifies the procedures to be followed, in order to
obtain Technical Acceptance for structures on motorway
and other national road schemes and for the submission
of as built records. The procedures cover the design of
all road structures, including bridges, tunnels, subways,
culverts, buried corrugated steel structures, retaining
walls, reinforced earth  structures, gantries,
environmental noise barriers and temporary structures
under or over motorways or other roads carrying public
traffic.

The Technical Acceptance Requirements for the
assessment, alteration, modification, strengthening and
repair of all road structures must be prepared in
accordance with the Technical Approval of Road
Structures on Motorways and Other National Roads for
structures’ (Tll, 2009, DN-STR-03001).

In addition, TIl has responsibility for the co-ordinated
maintenance and renewal of sections of the strategic
national road network, on behalf of local road
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authorities, through a combination of (Public Private
Partnerships) PPP Concessions, Motorway Maintenance
and Renewal Contracts (MMaRC) and local road
authorities in association with TIl. The N25 in the vicinity
of the proposal is subject to a PPP Scheme and co-
ordination with the PPP Concession Company will be
required.

Tll notes that the preferred option corridor for the N25
Waterford to Glenmore scheme extends to the N25
Glenmore Roundabout and encompasses the area along
which the proposed greenway passes under the N25 (via
the L-7501) to Glenmore village.

Tll recommends the following to be addressed:

1. The proposed development area includes works
proposed to be carried out in close proximity to the
national road network, which includes structures and
associated services such as drainage. Tl advises that
prior to the commencement of development those
works must be subject to co-ordination with and the
prior approval of Tll and demonstrate compliance with
all relevant TIl standards as detailed within the TII
publications website www.tiipublications.ie.

2. The national road network in this location is managed
by a combination of Public Private Partnership (PPP)
Concession and the local road authority. The N25 under
which the proposed greenway is to travel is subject to a
PPP Scheme, therefore the applicant/developer should
consult with the PPP Company to ascertain any and all
impacts that the proposed scheme may have in relation
to the operation and maintenance of the PPP Project
Road to ensure that the strategic function of the
national road network is maintained.

3. The proposed development is located in a study area
for a future national road scheme. The Authority
recommends that the planning authority consult with
the local Road Design Office (RDO) in considering this
application.

Tll is available to assist the Council and will facilitate
review of mitigation proposals prior to commencement
of development.

Please acknowledge receipt of this submission in
accordance with the provisions of the Planning and
Development Regulations, 2001 as amended.

Uisce Eireann

Please accept this submission in respect of the above-
referenced planning application for proposed
development along Glenmore Village.

The requirements set-out in the Uisce Eireann
submission will be adhered to.
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Uisce Eireann (UE) has reviewed the plans and
particulars submitted with the application and have the
following observations;

Uisce Eireann has no objection in principle to the
proposal, however our records indicate the presence of
water services infrastructure which may be impacted
by the proposed development.

Uisce Eireann requests that prior to any works being
undertaken, that the location of any / all watermain(s)
/ sewer(s) and any associated fittings shall be
confirmed on the ground with the local water curator.

Uisce Eireann requests that the integrity of the
infrastructure shall be protected during the works and
the Council's water service's engineer consulted prior to
and during construction.

Any design proposal to divert an Uisce Eireann asset
must be completed in accordance with UE Standard
Details and Codes of Practice which are available on the
Uisce Eireann website. Where an Uisce Eireann asset is
altered or diverted a Diversion Agreement is required.
Details on this process can be found at
https://www.water.ie/connections/developer-
services/diversions/.

The Drinking Water Regulations (SI 99 of 2023),
Regulation 21(3), require water suppliers, local
authorities, and public bodies to set up drinking water
fonts (or equivalent) in public spaces to promote the use
of tap water, where technically feasible. UE will facilitate
connections for such purposes subject to standard terms
and conditions. The design team should make provision
for this regulation and identify potential locations for
drinking water font(s) to the public network on the
preferred route.

Uisce Eireann respectfully requests any grant of
permission be conditioned as follows:

1. The applicant shall liaise with Uisce Eireann regarding
existing water services infrastructure in the vicinity of
the proposal prior to and during construction to ensure
that the integrity of Uisce Eireann’s infrastructure shall
be protected both during and after the completion of
the works relating to this proposal.

Uisce Eireann’s Standard Details and Codes of Practice:
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i. All development shall be carried out in compliance
with Uisce Eireann’s Standard Details and Codes of
Practice. Further information on Uisce Eireann’s
Standard Details and Codes of Practice can be found via
our website or via link.

ii. Uisce Eireann does not permit any build over of its
assets and separation distances as per Uisce Eireann’s
Standard Details and Codes of Practice must be
achieved. Further information on Diversion / Build-Over
enquiries and Uisce Eireann separation distances can be
found via our website or via link.

iii. The applicant must contact Uisce Eireann for any
proposals to build over or divert existing water or
wastewater services and submit details to Uisce Eireann
for assessment of feasibility and have in place a written
Confirmation of Feasibility (COF) of Diversion(s) from
Uisce Eireann prior to any works beginning onsite.

Reason: To provide adequate water and wastewater
facilities.

Queries relating to the terms and observations above
should be directed to planning@water.ie
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John Malone

It is of my opinion that what ye are proposing to link the Greenway from Ballyvemeen to Glenmore
Village is the very same as putting the cart before the horse.The cappagh Road is in serious need of
widening before any Greenway link is considered, the cappagh Road will be the main access route to

the creamery for trucks and agricultural machinery, if the road remains as it is only a matter of time
before someone is seriously injured or god forbid killed.

Kind regards
John malone

Email 20/09/2023
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Author:
John Kirwan

Observations

Part 8 Application Form

The impact on the flora and fauna in the area is a concern. There is a badger set in the area and the
badgers pass over Cappagh road. With fencing in place this will disturb their movement patterns. Deer
graze and rest in this field. A rare dragonfly has been seen in the area. There is a fairy bush along the
proposed pathway. The plans at the bridge from Jamestown to Cappagh don't give enough detail about
its construction, this stream has salmon and digging near it may disturb them. the planning permission
doesn't include detailed plans on how this will be built. 10meters into a field is a large area to be removed
from wildlife. The end of the proposed cycle lane in Glenmore village doesn't include parking/rest area.
Space in the village is limited for residents to park. There are insufficient amenities in the village, eg
public toilets, public parking or public transport. These amenities are essential in order for these plans

to proceed.
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Author:
Edward & Eilish Doolan

Observations

Part 8 Application Form

Title:

South East Greenway link to Glenmore village

We are landowners on the left hand side of the L7539 where it joins the L7513. We were surprised
upon inspecting the information on display at the open afternoon in the community center to see
that our land is to be impacted by this development. We were given no prior notice of this proposed
land take, and believe that we are the only landowners on the route that were not contacted in this
regard. We have already lost lands by way of CPO to the construction of the New Ross bypass and
are against any further loss of lands.

It is our view that the proposed crossing (should it go ahead) be re located directly across the road
onto lands owned by TIl where there would be no impact on private land. Furthermore we would
question the viability of the overall scheme as we believe that it will not deliver a return on
investment, and would question what feasibility data (if any) is being used to support the proposed
public expenditure. We also feel that the narrowing of the road carriageway in both underpasses is
not a feasible option as it will further restrict traffic movements. This is particularly so in the smaller
N25 underpass which is already compromised by the lack of width in the carriageway which only
allows one vehicle at a time to pass through. Any further narrowing of that carriageway and the
introduction of higher numbers of pedestrians must surely not be safe within the confines of the
existing underpass.

Kind Regards Eddie & Eilish Doolan
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Author:
Bretta O'Callaghan

Observations
Part 8 Application Form

Title:

Environment

The plans are not specific about the impact the proposed cycle lane could have on the local wildlife.
It is unclear what construction will be undertaken and what kind of structure will be places near
stream/bridge. What impact will this have on to flow of the stream and fish.

Although the idea to keep the existing ditch to preserve the hedgerows for wildlife this is results in
more farm land being removed. The cross sections show this will be minimum of 8 meters wide.
One either side of the track will be fencing, there are foxes and badgers in the area that frequently
cross the road in Cappagh for food and breeding. Deer have been sighted in the fields near the
stream and they often rest in the area. Along the proposed track is a Sceach growing in the field
unconnected to either ditch, this Sceach is a Fairy Bush and should not be removed.

This field is used for horses to graze. Unfortunately, common sense is not so common so | fear
passers-by would try feeding my horses "treats" that shouldn't be given to them and result in
becoming unwell. And littering is a concern too.

Recreation & Community facilities

Title:

Local amenities

The proposed plan doesn't include and parking/rest area at the end of the track. When cyclists arrive
in Glenmore village where do they park their bikes. If a pedestrian wishes to start in the village where
do they park their cars? Space in the village for local resident to park is already limited. There are
no public toilets, no public transport and no shop in the village at present.
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Author:
Des Ennett

Observations

Part 8 Application Form

Title:

Glenmore Village Link to Waterford/New Ross Greenway

The proposed link from the village of Glenmore to the Waterford/New Ross
Greenway will run alongside the Cappagh road. It is proposed to be a “3-metre hard-
topped cycle track with 1-metre verges behind the hedge/verge within private lands
along the L7510".

This proposed track will completely cut-off the easy and safe access to my land, as
the only entrance to this field is from the L7510. This field is used for livestock and
heavy machinery, both of which require safe access from the road. The presence of
this cycleway would make access far more dangerous and difficult for all

concemed. There is a steep gradient in this field which means that facilitating the 3-
metre-wide cycle track will require a very large footprint, in order to have a safe,
level, and stable path. The potential loss of this large amount of land under this
proposed route will have negative economic implications for me, as this is one of my
largest fields. This field is used for livestock, including two bulls during the breeding
season, which poses a danger to walkers, cyclists, and livestock alike. This field
sweeps down to a stream that often fioods, and becomes fast-fiowing and deep,
which would be very dangerous should somebody wander slightly off of the route. |
am in favour of improving the village, but this route will come at a high cost to both
myself and the county council.

| would like to propose an altemative solution that entails the widening of the existing
road (L7510), as there is a very wide unused verge alongside the road in Cappagh.
In this proposal, very little work and resources would be required to make this a safe,
scenic pathway and achieve access to the village. This would cause minimal
destruction to the environment and wildlife, be far more cost-effective, safer, and
allow the pathway to run, alongside and under one of the few roadways that is over-
arched by tall, old, beautiful native trees. The roote of these trees would almost
certainly be impacted by the groundworks that would be necessary for the
construction of the originally proposed pathway. My altemative proposal in
conjunction with traffic calming measures would be a far less impactful solution.
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From: Jacqueline Walsh

Sent: Tuesday 19 September 2023 20:55

To: Greenway Link Glenmore

Subject: South East Greenway Link to Glenmore Village
Attachments: Cappagh Road.jpg

South East Greenway Link to Glenmore Village.

My biggest concem with this project is the amount of revenue which this project will cost while the
Cappagh road remains the same width. The Cappagh Road is the main artery into the Village and is a very
dangerous stretch of road for local residents. On my daily commute to the village at school times, I, and
scveral other parents, weekly meet the National School bus. On this dangerous winding road we must
reverse back to allow the bus to get through, (please find picture attached). I feel monies would be better
spent widening the Cappagh road with a pathway for cyclists.
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From: REL L N Bk C R )

Sent: Sunday 17 September 2023 16:02
To: Greenway Link Glenmore
Subject: Glenmore Village Greenway Link

Sent from Mail
Submission regarding the proposed link from Glenmore Village to the Waterford New Ross Greenway

To Whom it may concem,

Having studied the praposed plans to link the Waterford to New Ross Greenway to Glenmore Village presented by
Kilkenny County Council, | am very concerned and disappointed that the current plans for the project will be a waste
of taxpayers money as they do not include the upgrading of the Cappagh Road (L7510) entrance to the Village of
Glenmore.

At the outset | would like to say that | weleome the plans to have a connection from the Village of Glenmore to the
Waterford to New Ross Greenway. In time it will be a great asset to the Village and the Local Community.

The current proposed design of the Greenway link is to run 3 meters inside the strongly tree laden ditch with an exit
on to the Cappagh road adjacent to the Village Sewerage facility { Large Septic tank that handles all the village
sewerage, with out flow directty into the village stream) approximately 100m from the village. (Road very narrow at
this point)

1 believe thatinsufficient consideration has heen given to the following points:

1.The Cappagh Road is one of the main access routes into the viltage and is of very poor standard, and has three or
four dangerous bends. This road is used by the School Bus and delivery trucks accessing the village and the Tirlan Co
Op Branch. On many parts of this road is not possible for two vehicles to pass. The very narrow and carriageway is
further restricted by several seriously overgrown trees. It would be a scandalous waste of tax payers money to
develop this Greenway path without Improving the road structure first. The road would need to be widened with
dangerousbends and trees removed prior to the placement of the Greenway path.

2. Transport Infrastructure Ireland (Ti)) has recently completed the corridor selection for the upgrading of the N25
Glenmore to Slieverue Roundabout. The selected corridor has proposals to widen to a dual carriageway part of the
existing road as it passes Glenmore Village. This will presumably lead to the closure of 2 of the existing entrance
roads from the N25S to the village thus putting a lot more traffic on the Cappagh Road which has direct access to the
N25S roundabout. Has Til been consulted in a meaningful way regarding this matter and askedto eomment if the two
link roads be closed when the upgrade of the N25 takes place.

3.The exit on to the Cappagh Road at the village sewerage system approximately 100w from the village will be
hazardous as the road will not be able to accommodate safely the pedestrians and cyclists and the regular traffic at
this point. The village sewerage system will need to be upgraded in the near future to avold further pollution of the
local fresh water stream and comply with EU laws. Irish Water will need to be consulted to avoid any waste of
money in constructing the greenway path In a place that would inhibit their up grading of the facility.

Itrust that these important points will be taken into consideration going forward.
Yours faithfully

Nicholas Kelly
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From:

| J 3 —
Sent: Monday 4 September®
To: Greenway Link Glenmore
Subject: Greenway to Glenmore Village (pedestrian link)

To whom it May Concern

| write in connection with the proposed pedestrian link from the greenway to Glenmore Village. Since my entry into farming, | have
had first hand experience of the impact of continuous road improvement works, which have improved the driving experience and
morerecently provided a great amenity with the opening of the greenway. However all of these 'improvements’ have seriously
impacted my ability to farm a small fragmented enterprise. Regarding the greenway, what is the insurance position if a cyclist collided
with the gates when they are open to allow cattle movement across the greenway?

The railway crossing caused its own issues until the line closure in the early 1980s. The impact of road improvement works on my
farm began in 1989 approx when the new Waterford to New Ross road splitthe farm. This was followed by the Rose Fitzgerald
Kennedy bridge with new link roads to the most recent greenway development. On each occasion | have lost land but more
importantly every development has made my work as a farmer more difficult. Now it appears | will be impacted again by the
pedestrian link with a walkway and bus stop planned on my lands.

Has anyone actually viewed and accessed the practicality of these developments on an extremely sloping site and its impact on my
access to this land for future use. Is this the only route available? Having seen the impact of sloping entrances into my lands on the
greenway and the situation now following its development, 1 am concerned that animals may be injured when they are moved and
working this land may be impossible.

| would respectfully suggest that alternative options be explored. | am happy to discuss further.

Kind regards

Thomas Wilsh




From: -

Sent: Monday 18 September 2023 09:36

To:

Subject: FW: Exit from Greenway into the Village

From: Maria Treacy il
Sent: Sunday 17 September 2023 13:12

To: Greenway Link Glenmore <greenwaylinkglenmore@kilkennycoco.ie>
Subject: Exit from Greenway into the Village

To whom it may concern,

| am extremely disappointed that no one seen fit to contact me to discuss this proposal before the public meeting
was held recently in Glenmore Parish Hall.

| feel the current proposal needs to be reevaluated to ensure the safety of all road users where the greenway exits
next to our house in Glenmore village.

We look forward to discussing this with you,

Maria and William Treacy.
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Ms. Una Kealy,
Administrative Officer
Planning

14t September 2021.

Ref Part 8

Re: Part 8 Proposal South East Greenway Link to Glenmore Village.

A Chara,

I refer to your email in relation to the above.

I have inspected the application for the proposed development and the following is
noted.

B

It shall be noted that Kilkenny County Council in conjunction with Tl are in the early
stages of considerations for the provision of a new bus-stop to replace the existing
substandard bus-stop on the N25 at Glenmore Hill. The location to be chosen for the
proposed bus stop will be targeted on Council owned land in the vicinity of the N25
Glenmore Roundabout. This development may have implications for the ultimate
layout here but as both designs progress it is considered that they will complement
each other. The proposed bus stop when designed will require separate planning
approval. The applicant shall liaise with the Road Design Section of Kilkenny County
Council as the detailed design proceeds to ensure that works do not compromise
delivery of the improved bus-stop.

The maintenance of a hedge separating vehicular and the shared surface in the area
adjacent to the LS7510 is noted. It is noted that this hedge is no longer present from
the point at which the LS7510 and the LS7501 intersect nearer the existing N25
roundabout. Edge roadmarkings are noted to be present from this interface which
shall assist with road definition.

Itis noted that there is reference on the drawings to modifications of VRS and culverts
being required. There will be a requirement to undertake significant changes to the
existing VRS in the vicinity of the existing underpasses to facilitate the proposed
development. All modifications shall be subject to the appropriate design standards
and subject to all necessary consents. Departures from standard shall be sought and
approved where required.

| have no objection to the proposed development subject to the following considerations:

'S

Speed table ramps are noted to be proposed on the local road Ref: LS7510 near
Glenmore Village. It is not immediately apparent if new public lighting is proposed.
Where not already provided itis recommended that public lighting is provided at both
ramps in addition to at the juncture of the L7510 and the off road proposed shared
surface link to ensure adequately illuminated.
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Where provided the public lighting provided shall have energy efficient LED
technology and capable to be adapted for use with a central management system
(CMS —with 7pin NEMA sockets) or equivalent. The LEDs installed shall be set at a
minimum of 3000 Kelvin. All proposed lighting columns shall be set a minimum of
750mm from the roadside edge. Further guidance is available in the draft Kilkenny
County Council Public Lighting Manual and Product Specification 2021.

2. The Road Safety Audit (RSA) Stage 1 is noted to be incomplete. The fully signed
feedback form has been signed off by the project team and client accepting the
problems identified by the audit team. The inclusion of the feedback form will close
out the audit. The applicant shall ensure the RSA is closed out signed off prior to the
formal consideration of the elected members of this Part 8.

3. The applicant shall ensure that the design of the termmination layout of the
cycling/pedestrian facility as it joins the public road accords to the requirements of
the National Cyding Manual (NCM) and any appropriate Tll, DMRB & DMURS
standards as required.

4. The applicant shall design the crossing point near the entrance to the proposed
Ballyvermeen Greenway carpark to be either a controlled or uncontrolied crossing
point. As proposed it appears to be a combination of the two. It is noted that this cul
de sac roadway provides access to dwellings plus agricultural lands.

The applicant shall revise the design to provide an uncontrolled crossing point at this
location given its position away from an urban area and the absence of public lighting
infrastructure.

5. The applicant shall liaise with the Road Design Section of Kilkenny County Council as
the detailed design proceeds to ensure that works do not compromise delivery of an
improved bus-stop location to service Glenmore Village.

6. Itis noted that there is reference on the drawings to modifications of VRS and culverts
being required. All modifications shall be subject to the appropriate design standards
and subject to all necessary consents. Departures from standard shall be sought and
approved where required.

7. The applicant shall ensure a certificate of compliance ts completed in accordance with
NGS Circular 2 of 2022.

8. During the detailed design phase, the applicant shall review the yield layout proposed
where narrowing of the existing local roads are proposed at the east-west underpass
and amend as necessary. The normal convention is that the direction to yield should
be that side on which the narrowing of the road arises. (It is noted that the yield
arrangement at the north/south underpass is to the normally accepted orientation.}

9. The applicant shall assess the requirements for the illumination of the internal area
of each underpass structure where a yield arrangement is proposed. This to ensure
the safety of all users of the underpass area.

10. All new kerbing provided shall be a battered kerb in accordance with Tl standards.
This to ensure the safety of all road users in areas where the default speed limit of
80km/hr applies.

11_ All road markings and signage provided shall follow the Department of Transport,
Traffic Signs Manual, 2019. Any faded roadmarkings shall be renewed as necessary
where required to facilitate the proposed development.

12. The applicant shall ensure that during the construction phase adequate parking is
provided for all personnel working on the site as parking on the public roadway shall
not be permitted.

13. Prior to the commencement of development, the applicant is required to submit to
the Municipal District Engineer for written agreement a Construction Management
Plan to include details regarding a Works Schedule for the phasing of the
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development, construction working hours, storage of construction materials,
construction traffic and traffic management, access, supervision details etc.
Construction on Sundays and Bank Holidays is not permitted, without prior written
consent from the Planning Authority.

14. Prior to the commencement of any works, the applicant shall submit to the Municipal
District of Engineer for formal written agreement, a Roads Maintenance Programme
for the construction phase of the development including street sweeping/cleaning in
order to prevent muck/debris, excavated materials and construction materials
interfering with the safe operation of the public road. No matenrials either excavated
or for construction purposes, shall be stored on the public road.

15. The applicant shall arrange for a Stage 2 Road Safety Audit of the final design to be
completed prior to tendering for construction. The design shall be amended and
revised on foot of any recommendations contained in the audit and the process fully
documented including the formal completion of the feedback forms to close out the
audit.

16. Prior to the opening of the development a Road Safety Audit Stage 3 shall be
undertaken. The recommendations of same shall be submitted for the consideration
of the Road Design Office and the cost to implement any such agreed
recommendations shall be borne by the applicant. The applicant shall also include
completion of the feedback form to close out the audit.

Mise le meas,
Seamus Foley,

Senior Executive Engineer
Road Design
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Denis Malone, A Director of Serviees
Kilkenny County Council

County Buildings

John Street

Kilkenny

By email: GrecomaxLinkGlenmore@kilsearyvcocg ic

Didta | Date Ar dTag | Our Ref.
19/09/2023 TI123-124026

RE: Part 8 proposal for South East Greenway link to Glenmore village
Dear Mr. Malone,

Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) acknowbedges referral of the above proposed development by Kilkenny County
Coundil.

The Pfanning Authority will be aware that Chapter 7 ‘Enhanced Regional Accessibility”’ of the National Development Plan
2021 - 2030, sets out the key sectoral priority of maintaining Ireland’s e:xsting national road network to a robust and
safe standard for users and National Strategic Outcome 2 of the National Planning Framework, at page 140, includes the
objective; “Maintaining the strategic capacity and safety of the national roads network including pfanning for future
capaaty enhancemenss”.

The requirement to safeguard the carrying capacity, operational efficiency, safety, and significant national investment
being made in national roads in aceordance with official Government policy is simitarly reflected in the provisions of the
Section 28 Ministerial Guidelines Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities (DoECLG,
2012), the EU TEN-T Regulation No 1315/2013 and the National Investment Framework for Transport in Ireland {NIFTI).
As part of the national road network, the N2S is a highly important national road also identified as part of the TEN-T
Comprehensive Network.

Til's observations seek to address the safety, capacity and strategic function of the light rail and national road networks
in accordanee with T1I's statutory functions. Official policy in respect of the national road network is set out in outlined
in the Section 28 Guidelines Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities (DoECIG, 2012).

The proposed greenway route includes sections along local roads that pass under the N25 at two locations indicted on
Proposed Layout — Glenmore — Sheet 2 of 3, Drawing no. 21006-01-0015, REV -, January 23:

® the L-7513 passes under the N25 under the eastern arm of the N25 Glenmore Roundabour,

® and the L-7501 passes under the N25 under the southern arm of the N25 Glenmore roundabout.

These bridges on the N25 are Tll structures. Any aossing of the national road network, inciuding by under or over pass
or alterations to same will require prior consultation with Til and compliance with all relevant 71l standards as detailed

within the Tl publications website yowray tiipublications.ie.

The planning authority is reminded of the requirements of the Tll Standard: ‘Technical Approval of Road Structures on
Motorways and Other National Roads for structures' (Til, 2009, DN-STR-03001). This Standard specifies the procedures
to be followed, in order to obtain Tedhnical Acceptance for structures on motorway and other national road schemes
and for the submission of as built records. The procedures cover the design of all road structures, including bndges,
tunnels, subways, culverts, buried corrugated steel structures, retaining walls, reinforced earth structures, gantries,
environmental noise barriers and temporary structures under or over motorways or other roads carrying public traffic.

Privsealav BIE sonmi pear=manta a sholdthraftear do | gcomiwdr iena Phogr ar Crosart Sonrl ath o 181 o0 wwwti. e,
Tl proceeses porayw data N axcomance with & Data Praloctian Notico avalabie 3t www.tt.le
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The Technical Acceptance Requirements for the assessment, alteration, medification, strengthening and repair of all
road structures must be prepared in accordance with the Technical Approval of Road Structures on Motorways and
Other National Roads for structures’ (Tll, 2003, DN-STR-03001}.

In addition, Tlf has responsibtlity for the @o-ordinated maintenance and renewal of sections of the strategic national road
network, on behalf of local road authorities, through a combination of (Public Private Partnerships) PPP Coneessions,
Motorway Maintenance and Renewal Contracts (MMaRC} and local road authorities in assodation with TIl. The N25 in
the vidnity of the proposal is subject to a PPP Scheme and co-ordination with the PPP Concession Company will be
required.

Tlf notes that the preferred option comidor for the N25 Waterford to Glenmore scheme extends to the N25 Glenmore
Roundabout and encompasses the area albong which the proposed greenway passes under the N25 (via the L-7501} to
Glenmore village.

Tl recommends the following to be addressed:

1. The proposed development area indudes works proposed to be carried out in dose proximity to the national
road network, which includes structures and associated services such as drainage. Til advises that prior to the
commencement of development those works must be subject to co-ordination with and the prior approval of
Tl and demonstrate compliance with all relevant Tl standards as detailed within the Tl| publications website

www tiipublications. ie.

2. The national road network in this location is managed by a combination of Public Privase Partnership (PPP)
Concession and the local road authority. The N25 under which the proposed greenway is to travel is subject to
a PPP Scheme, therefore the applicant/developer should consult with the PPP Company to ascertain any and all
impacts that the proposed scheme may have in refation to the operation and maintenance of the PPP Project
Road to ensure that the strategic function of the national road network is maintained.

3. The proposed development is located in a study area for a future national road scheme. The Authority
recommends that the planning authority consult with the local Road Design Office (RDO} in considering this
application.

TIl is available to assist the Coundil and will fadlitate review of mitigation proposals pricr to commencement of
development.

Please acknowledge receipt of this submission in ascordance with the provisions of the Planning and Development
Regulations, 2001 as amended.

Yours faithfully,

)
“ J‘r ¥ ;)n,rsl*\

on behalf of
Land Use Planning Unit
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Uisce

*
Eireann
Irish Water
Kilkenny County Council,
Planning Department, Uisce Elreann
County Hall, Bosca OP 6000
John Street Baile Atha Cath 1
X 3 D01 wa0?
Kilkenny Bire
By Email: Greenwayl inkGlenmore@kilkennycoco.ie Uisce Eireann
PO Box 6000
Dublin 1
Date: 19™ September 2023 DD WAa07
Ireland

T: +353 1 89 25000
F: +353 1 89 25001
www.water.ie

RE: Part VIIl - Uisce Eireann's observations regarding planning - South East Greenway
link to Glenmore village

Dear Sir, Madam,

Please accept this submission in respect of the above-referenced planning application
for proposed development along Glenmore Village.

Uisce Eireann (UE) has reviewed the plans and particulars submitted with the
application and have the following cbservations;

Uisce Eireann has no objection in principle to the proposal, however our records indicate
the presence of water services infrastructure which may be impacted by the proposed
development.

Uisce Eireann requests that prior to any works being undertaken, that the location of any
/ all watermain(s) / sewer(s} and any associated fittings shall be confirmed on the ground
with the local water curator.

Uisce Eireann requests that the integrity of the infrastructure shall be protected during
the works and the Council's water service's engineer consulted prior to and during
construction.

Any design proposal to divert an Uisce Eireann asset must be completed in accordance
with UE Standard Details and Codes of Practice which are available on the Uisce
Eireann website. Where an Uisce Eireann asset is altered or diverted a Diversion
Agreement s required. Details on this process can be found at
https://www water.ie/connections/developer-servicesidiversions/.

The Drinking Water Regulations (S| 99 of 2023), Regulation 21(3), require water
suppliers, local authorities, and public bodies to set up drinking water fonts (or
equivalent) in public spaces %o promote the use of tap water, where technically feasible.
UE will facilitate connections for such purposes subject to standard terms and
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conditions. The design team should make provision for this regulation and identify
potential bocations for drinking water font(s) to the public network on the preferred route.

Uisce Eireann respectfulty requests any grant of permission be conditioned as follows:

1. The applicant shall liaise with Uisce Eireann regarding existing water services
infrastructure in the vicinity of the proposal prior to and during construction to
ensure that the integnty of Uisce Eireann’s infrastructure shall be protected both
during and after the completion of the works relating to this proposal.

Uisce Eireann's Standard Details and Codes of Practice:

i. Alldevelopment shall be carried out in compliance with Uisce Eireann’s Standard
Details and Codes of Practice. Further information on Uisce Eireann's Standard
Details and Codes of Practice can be found via our website or via Jink.

i. Uisce Eireann does not pemit any build over of its assets and separation
distances as per Uisce Eireann’s Standard Details and Codes of Practice must
be achieved. Further information on Diversion / Build-Over enquiries and Uisce
Eireann separation distances can be found via our website or via link.

ili.  Theapplicantmust contact Uisce Eireann for any proposals to build over or divert
existing water or wastewater services and submit details to Uisce Eireann for
assessment of feasibility and have in place a written Confirmation of Feasibility
(COF) of Diversion(s) from Uisce Eireann prior to any works beginning onsite.

Reason: To provide adequate water and wastewater facilities.

Queries relating to the terms and observations above should be directed to

planning@water.ie

PP. Ali Robinson

Yvonne Harris
Connections and Developer Seryices
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Kilkenny County Council
Combhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh

South East Greenway Link to Glenmore Village, Co. Kilkenny

l Public Consultation Feedback Form - _]
Name:
g .
Address:
Phone No:
E-mail:

Please provide any detalls/comments you thini are relevant foe the scheme proposal:

/o ovetd e 15 fevoe  of tHe polen  eiop” fic
e westechons &wj? /o/nu/ AT 0 e F
vl of M kead  unde S Ao baiclges
n Ko\/} veR ) aon @e.“ /taal rmochnear + R ots

Ll - *Ai‘j éoju 3 metry  wenld be very

NCZRO 1/

ARternatively; submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development, may be
made

o online at https://consult.kilkenny.ie/cn or
e via email to GreenwayLinkGlenmore@kilkennycoco.le
e in writing to the Planning Department, County Hall, John Street, Kitkenny

The latest date for receipt of submissions on the above scheme 15 Tuesday the 19 of September,
2023.

Submisssons should be clearly marked ‘South East Greenway link to Glenmare village'’.
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Kilkenny County Council
Combhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh

South East Greenway Link to Glenmore Village, Co. Kilkenny

Public Consultation E;edback Form

- S

Name:
Address:
Phone No:
€-mail:

Picase provide sny detalls/comments you think are retevant for the scheme proposal:
e — o pra— -

Alternatively; submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development, may be
made

& online at hit,ps (PEITISS! "R RE I
o via emall to GreenwaylinkGignmorg@kilkenaygocois
e in writing to the Planning Department, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny
The latest date for reeeipt of submissions on the sbove scheme K Tuesday the 19 of September,

2023,
Submissions should be cicarly marked ‘South East Greenway link to Glenmore village’.
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Kilkenny County Council
Combhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh

South East Greenway Link to Glenmore Village, Co. Kilkenny

| _ Public ggnsuhjgl-on Feedback Form

Name:
Address:
Phone No:

E-mall:

Please provide any details/comments you think are relevant for the scheme peoposal.

Alternatively; submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development, may be
made

o onkhne ath : ult.kilkenny.ie or
e via emall to GreenwaylinkGlenmoref@kilkennycoca.ie
e in writing to the Planning Department, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny

The latest date for receipt of submissions on the above scheme |s Tuesday the 19™ of September,
2023.

Submussions should be clearty marked ‘South East Greenway link to Glenmore village'.
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Appendix 7

Route Selection & Design Options Report
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SOUTH EAST GREENWAY LINKAGE #9919
TO GLENMORE

ROUTE SELECTION AND
DESIGN OPTIONS REPORT

for

Kilkenny County Council

Comhairle Chontae Chid! Cha naigh
v@ Kilkenny County Council

(oappLan
ConsuTIng)
7 Ormonde Road,

Kilkenny, R85 N4FE
wy/w.roadplan.ie

May 2023 Tel: 056 7795800
Email: info@roadplan.ie
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Kilkenny Co Co SE Greenway Link — Glenmore Roadplan

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report is the Route Selection Report for the proposed Southeast Greenway Linkage. The report
has been prepared by Roadplan Consulting in parthership with Trail Kilkenny and Kilkenny County
Council.

The purpose of the report is to identify appropriate locations for new links from the new Southeast
Greenway to the village of Glenmore. The purpose of this link is to provide connectivity for both cydists
and pedestrians from the Greenway to the village on the basis that that the introduction of safe and
comfortable links would encourage visitors to explore the village and in turn stimulate the economy of
the settlement.

This report sets out the project background, the policy guidelines that relate to greenway schemes of
this type and the overall aims and objectives of the scheme. The report identifies the constraints,
opportunities and areas of interest within the study areas, proposes a number of route options and
identifies an emerging preferred route for Glenmore.

The report:
e describesthese routes,
e identifies their scoring against the assessment criteria,
e describes the community and stakeholder consultation process carried out and summarises
the feedback on the scheme proposals received,
explains why the preferred route was selected and,
outlines the next steps in the development of the scheme.

The preferred route has been identified for Glenmore and this runs from the proposed Ballyverneen
carpark to the village viathe Cappagh Road.

21006-01-108 Draft 1 May 2023 4
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Kilkenny Co Co SE Greenway Link — Glenmore Roadplan

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Project Background

The Kilkenny Leader Partnership (KLP) and Trail Kilkenny (TK) initially identified the opportunity to
convert the disused railway line from Waterford to New Ross as a Greenway.

This has paved the way for the development of the South East Greenway project by the local authorities
of Kilkkenny, Wexford and Waterford, with KLP as a critical stakeholder. The local authorities have
agreed to collaborate in developing a greenway from Mount Elliott in New Ross to Ferrybank in
Waterford City, and itis now under construction.

The Greenway links New Ross at Rosbercon with Waterford at the proposed North Quays development.
However, most of the Greenway passes through the South Kilkenny countryside. In order to maximise
the potential commercial, economic and recreational benefits from the new Greenway, dearly defined
links between the surrounding villages and the Greenway are required. The purpose of the links is to
provide connectivity for both cyclists and pedestrians from the Greenway to the village of Glenmore. It
is anticipated that the introduction of a safe and comfortable links would encourage visitors to explore
the village and in turn stimulate the local economy of the settlement.

NEW ROSS
A

GLENMORE |

WATERFORD

Figure 1.1 - Route of the Southeast Greenway (New Ross to Wateiford)

The Project forms part of an overall collaborative vision and strategy for the development of an
integrated network of Greenways and Blueways as outd oor recreational amenities, for the Southeast

21006-01-108 Draft 1 May 2023
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region. The development of this Project, as part of the overall regional strategy, will attract domestic
and intemational visitors to come, explore and stay in the region. It will connect with existing and
planned Greenways and Blueways and will make provision for links to other local cycling and walking
trails, tourism attractions/experiences and towns and villages along its route, creating a recreational
pathway for use by local communities, attracting both domestic and overseas visitors to the area,
providing an economic boost for rural communities, and encouraging and promoting walking and cycling
in a safe and controlled environment. VWorks are well advanced on the construction of the 24km long
Greenway.

The aim of this project is to identify route options and then determine the optimum connection routes to
link the village of Glenmore with the new Greenway.

21006-01-108 Draft 1 May 2023 6
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2 POLICY DOCUMENTS AND GUIDELINES

The following European, National, Regional and Local Policy Documents and Guidelines contain
pdlicies and objectives to promote and develop sustainable transport and cycling initiatives as well as
recreational and tourism related objectives.

21 European Policy and Guidelines

‘Europe 2020 — A Strategy for Smart, Sustainable and Inclusive Growth’ puts forward three
mutually reinforcing priorities for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth. Sustainable transport strategy
is set outunder the “sustainable growth” priority, through flagship Initiative: “Resource efficient Europe”,
which supports a shift towards a resource efficient and low carbon economy.

The TEN-T - Connecting Europe Policy (2014) focuses on connecting Europe through major
infrastructure such as rail and roads. It highlights the potential for long distance walking and cycling
routes.

European Cyclists’ Federation’s EU Cycling Strategy: Recommendations for Delivering Green
Growth and an Effective Mobility in 2030” is the result of a systematic review of all EU policies related
to cycling. The central objectives of the plan are as follows:

Cycling should be an equal partner in the mobility system

Grow cycle usein the EU by 50% at an average in 2019/2020-2030

Cut rates of cyclists killed and seriously injured by half (in km cycled) in 2019/2020-2030
Raise EU investment in cycling to #8bn in 2021-27; and €6bn from 2028-34.

o e 9

2.2 National and Regional Policy and Guidelines

2.2.1 Project frefand 2040 National Planaing Franework and National Developmertt Plan 2018-
2027

Project Ireland 2040 is the Irish Governments overarching policy initiative for the long-term planning of
the State. It is informed by the Programme for a Partnership Govemment 2016, which recognises that
economic and social progress go hand-in-hand, and is made up of the “National Planning Framework
to 2040" and the “National Development Plan 2018-2027".

2.2.2 National Planning Framework to 2040

This is the Government’s high-level strategic plan for shaping the future growth and development of the
country out to the year 2040. It seeks to achieve ten strategic outcomes including the following:

e National Strategic Outcome 3: Strengthened Rural Economies and Commun#ies including an
objective to “Invest in Greenways, blue ways and peatways as part of a nationally coordinated
strategy"’

e National Strategic Outcome 4: Sustainable Mobility including an objective to “Develop a
comprehensive network of safe cycling routes in metropdlitan areas to address travel needs
and to provide similar facilities in towns and villages where appropriate.”

e National Strategic Outcome 7. Enhanced Amenities and Heritage including an objective to
“Invest in and enable access to recreational facilities, including trails networks, designed and
delivered with a strong emphasis on conservation”

e National Strategic Outcome 8: Transtion to a Low-Carbon and Climate-Resiliert Society
including developing metropolitan cyding and walking networks and Greenways.

The importance of Greenway developments to support rural job creation is highlighted noting that “‘the
development of Greenways, blue ways and peatways offer a unique alternative means for tourists and
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visitors to access and enjoy rural Ireland. The development of a strategic national network of these trails
is a priority and will supportthe development of rural communities and job creation in the rural economy”

2.2.3 National Devefoprment Plan 2021 — 2030

The National Development Plan 2021-2030 is the most recent in the series of Government Capital
plans and identifies the strategic prionties for public capital investment for all sectors to meet the
strategic outcomes of the National Planning Framework.

Investment in activity-based tourism, including Greenways, is identified as be a priority over the period
ofthe National Development Plan. Investment in sustainable travel measures, including comprehensive
Cyding and Walking Networks for metropdlitan areas, and expanded Greenways is also identified as a
priority in delivering a transition to a Low-Carbon society.

2.2.4 Dept. for Transport, Tourism and Sport’s: “Strategy for the Future Developnient of
National and Regional Greenways — Jufy 2018”

The Report was published in July 2018, following an extensive national consultations process
undertaken in 2017. The Strategy outlines the Irish Government’s objective to assist in the strategic
development of Greenways to an appropriate standard in order to deliver a quality experience for
Greenway users. It recognises the benefits that can arise from the further development of Greenways
in Ireland, as a tourism product with significant potential to attract overseas visitors, for local
communities in terms of economic benefits, and for all users as an amenity for physical activity and a
contributor to health and wellbeing.

The objective of the Strategy is “fo assist in the strategic development of nationally and regionally
significant Greernvays in appropriate locations constructed to an appropriate standard in order to deliver
a qually experience for all Greenways users”. it also aims to “increase the number and geographical
spread of Greenways of scafe and quality around the country over the next 10 years with a consequent
significant increase in the number of people using Greenways as a visitor experferce and as a
recreational amenty’.

To achieve these objectives, the Strategy requires project promoters to work with Local Communities,
Local Landowners, Local Authorities and other relevant State Bodies and organisations to deliver:

e A Strategic Greemvay network of national and regiona! routes, with a number of high-capacity
flagship rottes that can be extended ane/or link with local Greenways and other cycling and
walking infrastructure;

e Greenways of scale and appropriate standard that have significant potential to deliver an
increase in activity tourism to freland and are regularly used by overseas visitors, domestic
vis&ors and locals thereby coriributing to a healthier society through #icreased physical activiy;

e Greenways that provide a substantially segregated off road experience linking piaces of
interest, recreation and leisure in areas wih beautiful scenery of different types wih plenty to
see and do;

e Greenways that provide cpportunties for the devefopment of local businesses and economies;
Greenways that are developed wih ali relevant stakeholders in line with an agreed code of
practie.

The Strategy identifies a ‘best practice' approach to the development (i.e. throughout the public
consultation and land access processes) and the design of greenways, which the project team has
considered and will adopt, where relevant and as far as is practicable.

The strategy emphasises the requirement for early-stage consultation with affected landowners.

The strategy identifies design principles and standardsthat should be considered throughout the design
process and introduces additional design guidance in the form of the Greenways and Cycie Routes
Anciflary Infrastructure Guidelines which will be applied on this project where applicable and feasible.
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Post construction, the strategy proposes an accreditation system, similar to the Sport Ireland trails
register, which requires a minimum standard to be met for a Greenway to be accredited.

it highlights the benefits (based on experience to date in the Rep of Ireland) that can arise from the
further development of Greenways as:

e a tourism product with significant potential to attract overseas visitors
e for local communities in terms of economic benefits
e as an amenity for physical activity and a contributorto health and wellbeing.

2.2.5 Smarter Travel - A Sustainable Transport Future
A New Transport Policy for lrefand 2009-2020. Relevant objectives are:

e Action 15 of the plan by striving to create a strong cycling culture;
e Action 17 through exploring opportunities to make a former railway line available for walking
and cycling trails.

22.6 National Cycle Policy Framework 2009

Ireland's first National Cycle Policy Framework was launched in April 2009. It outlines 19 specific
objectives, and details the 109 individual but integrated actions, aimed at ensuring that a cycling culture
is developed in Ireland to the extent that, by 2020, 10% of all joumeys will be by bike. The project
supports the overall aims and objectives of the plan and in particular (but not limited to):

Objective 3: Provide designated rural cycle networks especially for visitors and recreational cycling.

2.2.7T Regional Planning Guidelines for the South-£East Region (2070-2022)

The Guidelines acknowledge that current cycling infrastructure in the region is currently limited but
outlines an aim to encourage greater shift to cyding/ walking by the promotions of the strategies outlined
in the Smarter Travel Policy and the National Cycling Policy Framework as referenced above.

The project will support specific cycling and walking Policy in Section 5:

PPO 5.8 'To promote and facilitate the sustainable development of cycling and walking facilities in the
region, including development of ‘Sli na Sléinte’ and ‘Greenways’ in urban and rural areas.” To promote
the development of cycling by the construction and improvement of cycle links within the region.

2.2.8 Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy for the Southern Regian

The Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy (RSES) for the Southem Region will implement the policies
and goals of the NPF and NDP. A summary of the regional planning objectives (RPO’s) that are relevant
to the Glenmore Link project are listed below:

RPO 46 — Digital and Physical Infrastructure in Rural Areas: It is an objective to expedite the
completion of infrastructure servicing diverse settlements to support innovation, enterprise start-ups
and competitiveness. This includes high quality broadband and mobile communication services to all
rural location, water and wastewater facilities for the growth of settlements, sustainable energy supply,
enhanced transport including rural public transportation services and greenway waking and pedestrian
corridors between settlements.

RPO 53 — Tourism:

b. Promote activity tourism subject to appropriate site selection and environmental assessment
processes:
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d. Sustainability develop walking and cydling trails opening greater accessibility to the marine and
countryside environment by sustainable modes and promote the sustainable designation and delivery
of Greenway and Blueway Corridors.

e. Facilitate appropriate tourism development and in particular a National Greenways, Blueways and
Peatways Strategy, prioritising sustainable projects that achieve maximum impact and connectivity at
national and regional levels.

RPO 174 — Walking and Cycling: The following walking and cycling objectives are supported and will
guide investment subject to the required appraisal:

o Delivery of cycle routes, Greenway and Blueway corridor projects {subject to appropriate site
selection and environmental assessment processes) having regard to the Strategy for the
Future Development of National and Regional Greenways July 2018;

e Delivery of high-quality sate cycle route network across the Region and cycling environments
(applicable to cities, towns and villages) with provision for segregated cycle tracks;

o Development of a safe cycling infrastructure to cater for the needs of all groups of cyclists,
especially new cyclists, school children elderly etc.

e Safe walking and cycling routes especially in the approach to schoals;

e Greenways in the Region shall be linked up to a network to improve connectivity within the
Region for walking routes and commuter cyclist in addition to recreational amenity functions;

e Creating an safer environment for pedestrians and cyclists off the arterial roads shall te
supported by large scale 30 km/h limits (except for main arterial roads) and adequate junction
re-design;

e A cycle network that is coherent, continuous and safe, particularly when going through busy
junctions;

e Altemnative “quiet” routes must be established and signposted for cycling and walking to improve
the uptake of active travel;

e Place walkability and accessibility by walking mode as a central objective in the planning and
design of all new developments / new development areas , transport infrastructure and public
transport senvices;

e Enhance pedestrian facilities in all urban areas in the region;

e Support sustainable pedestrian and cyclist greenway initiatives and the potential for
interconnections between greenways subject to robust site selection processes and
environmental assessment processes;

e Support accessibility to walking routes for people with disabilities.

e A buffer dislmnce shall be maintained between walking, cycling, Greenway and Blueway
corridors and from costal areas, particularly those subject to current and future erosion, as well
as rivers and canals to ensure protection of riparian zones; and;

e Such initiatives shall commit to feasibility and route selection studies with a view to identifying
and subsequent avoiding high sensitivity feeding or nesting points for birds and other sensitive
fauna.

RPO 201 — N ational Trails, walking Routes, Greenway and Blueway Corridors: Itis an objective to
supportinvestment in the development of walking and cydling facilities, greenway and blueway corridors
within the region between our Regions settlements and the potential for sustainable linkages to create
interregional greenways. Proposals for investment in walking and cycling facilities, greenway and
blueway corridors should be based on the rigorous site / route selection studies and Local authorities
of environmental assessment, including all necessary reports to assess the potential impact on
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development does not contribute to loss of biodiversity. Local authorities and other public agencies shall
seek to promote and support access to rural areas including upland areas, forestry, costal areas
conjunction with other public bodies, representative agencies and community groups and shall identify
and protect existing paths, walkways and rights of way.

2.2.9 People, Place and Policy — Growing Tourism to 2025 (Maich 2015)

This Government Tourism Policy Statement sets out the Government's primary objective in maximising
the services export revenue of the sector. The policy highlights the importance of high-quality facilities
for activity-based tourism in the marketing of Ireland as a holiday destination. It notes the govermment’s
support for development and improvement of facilities for visitor activities including Greenways.

2.2.10 Failte Irefand Strategy for Development of Irish Cycle Tourism 2007

Failte Ireland (FI) produced its Strategy for the Development of [rish Cycle Tourism in 2007. It observed
that cycle tourism had declined in Ireland since 2000. The FI strategy also referenced research which
found, among otherthings, that:

e Cycling on Irish roads is not perceived to be safe — cyclists face dangerous bends, fast cars,
intimidating HGVs, more traffic and higher speeds;

e There are very few, if any, traffic-free routes to cater for touring cyclists wanting to leave the
cities to discover the countryside or for families who wish to participate in cycling.

The purpose of the Fl strategy was to determine how best to renew the popularity of cycling in Ireland,
how to encourage visitors to come to cycle in Ireland, and how to ensure that cycle tourism can generate
visitor spend in rural areas. It proposed an approximately 3,000km long cycle network running from
Donegal along the west, south and southeast coasts and continuing along the east coast as far as the
Northern Ireland border.

The Strategy identified the following needs for cycle tourists:

Safe places to cycle and consideration from other road users;

Attractive routes with good scenery;

Vvell-connected and signposted routes and destinations avoiding long detours;

Opportunities to visit local attractions and specific places of interest;

Food, accommodation and refreshments available at intervals, which reflect comfortable
distances for stopping off / overnight stops.

22.11 Faitte freland Cycling and Activities Research, 2013

in May 2013 Failte Ireland commissioned cycling research in order to, among other things, inform the
route selection process of the route. Just over 15,000 people surveyed in Germany, France, Great
Britain and Ireland. Respondents to this market research identified a beautiful landscape and scenery,
and traffic-free cycling and safety of the cycle route as the most important attributes of a tourism cycle
route.

This research indicates that directness of route is not a critical factor in the provision of a satisfactory
leisure cycle route; picturesque landscapes and traffic free routes with good connections to towns and
villages are rated highly.

2.2.12 Climate Action Plan (2021)

The Climate Action Plan 2021 provides a detailed plan for taking decisive action to achieve 51%
reduction in overall greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 and setting us on a path to reach net zero
emissions by no later than 2050, as committed to the Programme for Government and set out in the

21006-07-108 Draft 1 May 2023 11

South East Greenway Link to Glenmore Village — Chief Executives Report




Kilkenny Co Co SE Greenway Link — Glenmore Roadplan

Climate Act 2021. Specific actions identified in the plan which relate to the proposed Glenmore link are
noted below:

Action 225: Continue the improvement and expansion of the active travel and greenway network.
Action 227: Construct an additional 1,000km of cycdling and walking infrastructure.

Action 228: Encourage an increased level of modal shift towards active travel (walking and cycling)
and away from private car use.

2.2.13 People, Piace and Policy — Growing Tourism to 2025

The Government's Tourism Policy Statement People, Place and Policy — Growing Tourism to 2025 was
published in March 2015. This policy statement is centred on Ireland achieving its full potential as a
destination for overseas tourism. It confirms that the Govermnment’s aim was that by 2025, Ireland would
have a vibrant, attractive tourism sector that makes a significant contribution to employment across the
country; is economically, socially and environmentally sustainable, helps promote a positive image of
Ireland overseas, and is a sector that people wish to work in. The proposed Glenmore Link and its
pctential to enhance tourism in the local area is in line with the aims of this document.

2.2.14 Action Plan for Rural Development

The Action Plan for Rural Development contains more than 270 actions to support the economic and
social development of rural Ireland. This plan provides a visible, cohesive and coordinated approach
across the whole of Government to rural development. Objectives and Actions relevant to the proposed
Glenmore Link include:

Pillar 3 Key Objective: Develop and promote Activity Tourism in rural areas through the development
ofblueways, greenways and other recreational opportunities.

Action No. 1893: Enhance Infrastructure on and along the inland navigation system to support increased
recreational and economic activity in rural Ireland.

Action No. 170: Through the Rural Recreational Scheme, provide funding for new recreation
infrastructure and the maintenance of existing structures resulting in the creation and retention of jobs
in rural areas,

Action No. 172: Ensure co-ordination of major outdoor recreation projects with all main State
landowners to maximise potential for sustainable tourism in rural areas through the Inter-Agency Group
on Outdoor Recreation.

Action No. 196: Encourage the conservation and reuse of historic properties and lettings to tourists in
rural communities.

2.2.15 Rural Development Policy (2021-2025)

This document outlines the Government’s plan to development the economies of rural places in Ireland.
Policy measures relevant to the proposed Glenmore Link are listed below:

Policy Measure 38: Invest in greenways, blueways, walking trails and other outdoor recreation
infrastructure to support in outdoor recreational tourism.

Policy Measure 64: Invest in infrastructure, including water and wastewater infrastructure, to support
the development of rural towns and villages.

Policy Measure 102: Invest in high quality walking and cycling infrastructure specifically targeted at
towns and villages across the country.
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2.2.16 National Physical Activity Plan for lreland

The aim of the National Physical Activity Plan is to increase physical activity levels across the whole
population. It aims to create a society which facilitates people whether at home at work or at play to
lead an active way of life. Objectives relevant to the Glenmore Link are listed below:

Objective 36: Prioritise the planning and development of walking and cycling and general recreational
/ physical activity infrastructure.

Objective 37: Explore opportunities to maximise physical activity and recreation amenities in the natural
environment.

2.217 Alignment with Government Policy / Planning Context

Based on the above review, it is evident that the development of a Link between Glenmore and the
South East Greenway would be well aligned with National and Regional policy objectives.

2.3 Local Policy Documents
231 Kilkenny City and County Development Plan 2021 - 2027

The current adopted development plan is the Kikenny City and County Developmerit Plan 2021-2027.
The key issues addressed in this Plan are as follows:

e Contributing towards achieving climate change targets in particular by means of encouraging
and faciltating a modal shift towards more sustainable trave! modes and patterns and an
increase in renewable energy proeluction, inciuding wind, solar and bio energy, both at a macro
and micro scale.

e Delivering compact growth in the forn envisaged under the NPF and RSES for Kilkenny City,
the Waterford MASP area and the towns and viflages of the county.

Facilitate the delivery of increased housing supply from both public and private sources.
Faciktating the recovery of businesses across the county from the impacts of Covid-19 and
helping businesses respond to the challenges presented by Brex#k.

o The continued delivery of the Abbey Quarter Masterplan area.

e Facikitating the recovery from the impacts of Covid-19 on the tourism sector in the county and
further deveiopment.

e FEncouraging and supporting sustainable rural development by facilitating sustainable rural
settiemerkt patterns that will revitalise and sustain smaller towns and viffages whilst continuing
to faciltate the housing need of farming families and rural dwellers.

e Delivery of key infrastructure for the City and County to facilitate development.

Relevant key points f objectives within the plan are as follows:

Climate Change

Strategic Aim:

To provide a policy framework with objectives and actions in this City and County Development Plan to
facilitate the transition to a low carbon and climate resilient County with an emphasis on reduction in
energy demand and greenhouse gas emissions, through a combination of effective mitigation and
adaptation responses to climate change

2A - To support and encourage sustainable compact growth and settlement patterns, integrate land
use and transportation, and maximise opportunities through development form, layout and design to
secure climate resilience and reduce carbon emissions.
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2F - To adopt nature-based approaches and green infrastructural solutions as viable mitigation and
adaptation measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions where feasible. The Council will promote
and support physical activity, active recreation and an active lifestyle.

Economic Development

5C - To continue to develop sustainable high quality tourism, leisure and complementary activities for
the City & County with the key stakeholders enhancing the position of Kilkenny as a Hero site within
Ireland’'s Ancient East branding.

SE - Invest in public realm to create more multi-functional vibrant and inviting public spaces in urban
areas and villages, which will greatly enhance the overall quality of place and act as a catalyst to
stimulate private sector development. The public realm will be informed by the Kilkenny Access for All
Strategy 2018-2021. The Council will ensure that the maintenance, cleanliness and animation of public
spacesismanged in order to encourage visitors to dwell more in these spaces.

§F - Development of the Kilkenny Greenway as part of the Southeast Greenway in South Kilkenny.

SH - Continue the development of projects for submission underthe Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure
Scheme {ORIS) and other funding schemes (e.g. LEADER Programme).

5L - To promote a diverse and sustainable local economy through the designation of sufficient lands
for employment related uses, including facilities, to promote SME growth through the local area plans
for the District towns.

5Q - To improve the accessibility of each of the County's town centres and promote all sustainable
modes of transport.

8W - To facilitate the regeneration and reuse of derelict buildingsin appropriate locations for town centre
uses and support the retention and maintenance of heritage premises and shopfronts

Open Space and Recreation

8F - To continue the development of new trails and walkways such as the Castlecomer, Knockdrinna
Wood and Ballyhale Looped Walks and the upgrade of others such as the Freshford, Gathabawn and
Kilmacoliver Looped Walks and the Nore Valley \Walk.

Greenways and Blueways Objectives
8J To complete the construction of the Kilkenny Greenway, connecting New Ross to Waterford.

8K To promote and develop the Waterford to Rosslare Greenway in association with Waterford City
and County Council and Wexford County Council.

8Kb To undertake a metropdlitan-wide Open Space, Recreation and Greenbelt Strategy to include
the identification of a location for a regional scale park within the Waterford Metropolitan Area as well
as the development of neighbourhood parks and open spaces.

Movement and Mobility

Strategic Aim: To co-ordinate transport and land use planning, reducing the demand for travel and the
reliance on the private car in favour of public transport, cycling and walking by providing for a greater
mix of suitable uses and by promoting and facilitating the transition to electrification of our transport
modes moving away carbon intensive modes to new technologies such as electric vehicles.

12A - To plan for and progressively implement a sustainable, integrated and low carbon transport
system by enhancing the existing transport infrastructure in terms of road, bus, rail, cyding and
pedestrian facilities and interfacing different modes as the opportunity arises.

12B - To plan for a transition towards sustainable and low carbon transport modes, through the
promotion of alternative modes of transport, and ‘walkable communities’ together with promotion of
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compact urban forms close to public transport corridors to encourage more sustainable pattems of
movement in all settlements.

Modal Share Objectives
12E - To deliver on sustainable mobility with an accompanying investment in infrastructure to provide
for integration between all modes of transport to support the use of sustainable travel choices.

12F - Implement strategies to meet the mode share targets during the lifetime of the plan and develop,
in conjunction with the NTA, an effective monitoring regime for the implementation and where required,
adjustment of the Council’'s sustainable transport strategy in order to ensure the achievement of the
modal share targets referred to under Objective 12G.

12G - To achieve a modal shift from the private car to walking or cycling in accordance with the targets
in Table 12.1 for County Kilkenny.

Mode Share Walk Cycle Publlc Transport Car
2016 11% 1.2% 8% 65%
2040 Target 20% 15% 20% 45%

Cycling Objectives
12H To compile a Cycling Strategy for the County

121 To develop a networlc of cycling and pedestrian routes within Kilkenny city to provide connectivity
and provide an alternative to car-based transport.

12J To develop a cycle route between the Eastern Environs and the Breagagh Valley.

12K To investigate the provision of a cycle route along the River Nore Linear Park connecting north of
the City with the east and south of the City.

12L To improve cycling infrastructure throughout the city in accordance with the recommendations of
the Kilkenny Local Area Transpoit Plan as resources permit.

12M To reduce the Council’s carbon footprint through the implementation of the Council’s own cycle
scheme, which will encourage staff members to discharge their official duties in a more sustainable
way.

12N To carry out an appraisal of each of the District Towns to determine measures to facilitate cycling
and walking and improve connectivity within the town particularly from an age friendiy perspective.

120 To invest in cycling and other smarter travel projects in support of the compact ‘10-minute city'
concept.

12P To provide connections to the Kilkenny Greenway to settlements along its route as the need arises
and resources permit.

2.3.2 Ferrybank-Belview L.ocal Area Plar 2017

The latest Ferrybank-Belview Local Area Plan (LAP) came into effect on the 15th of January 2018.
Study area of the plan includes parts of the Greenway and its surround.

5G - To ensure the creation of access points to the Greenway at its intersection with the N29 in any
development proposal at this location.

8C - To complete the Greenway and investigate and encourage the creation of access points in any
significant future development proposal adjoining the Greenway.
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It is an objective of the Council to complete the Greenway from Waterford to New Ross and to facilitate
its connection and development to connect to the Waterford-Dungarvan greenway

2.3.3 Alignment with Local Government Policy / Planning Context

Based on the above review, it is evident that the development of a Link between Glenmore and the
South East Greenway would be well aligned with Local policy objectives.

2.4 Environmental Policies and Guidelines

The following sections describe a non-exhaustive list of European and national, environmental policy
documents and guidelines which were considered when assessing the routes passing through or close
to EU designated sites.

2.4.1 EU Directives

The Birds Directive (2009/147/EC) and the Habitats Directive (more formally known as Council Directive
92/43/EEC on the Conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora) are European Union
legislation for the protection of biodiversity and natural habitats. These directives are implemented
throughout Europe by way of the Natura 2000 programme, which covers 30,000 protected sites
throughout Europe.

EU Regulation on Invasive Alien Species (1143/2014) deals with the issues of, among other things,
bringing into the Union, keeping, breeding, transporting and placing on the market, species included on
the list of invasive alien species of Union concern (the “Union list™).

24.2 National

The most important national legislation underpinning biodiversity and nature conservation in Ireland is
the Wildlife Act, 1976 and the Wildlife (Amendment) Act, 2000. Currently all bird species, 22 other
animal species or groups of specles and 86 species of flora are afforded protected status at a national
level. It is an offence to Kill or injure a protected species, or to disturb their habitat, nest or other
breeding/fresting place.

The European Union (Natural Habitats) Regulations, S| 94/1997, which have been amended twice with
S| 233/1998 & Sl 378/2005, transpose the EU directives for the protection of Natura 2000 sites (SACs
and SPAs) into Irish national Law.

The 1997 Regulations and their amendments were subseqguently revised, enlarged and improved by
the Wiidlife (Amendment) Act, 2000 and the Birds and Natural Habitats Regulations, 2011.

European Communities Environmental Objectives (Surface Waters) Regulations 2009 {S.1.272 of 2009)
and (Amendment) Regulations 2012 and 2015, clarify the role of public authorities in the protection of
surface waters also concern the protection of designated habitats.

2.5 Implemented Policy on the Greenway
The following existing documentation are relevant to the planning of the Glenmore Greenway link:

e Design Documents for the Southeast Greenway;
e Southeast Greenway Part VIII| Documents;
e Part VIl Documents for Glenmore Car Park.

2.6 Design Standards

Relevant standards and design guidelines appropriate to the proposed design include:
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the NRA Design Manual for Roads and Bridges,

the DTTaS Design Manual for Urban Roads and Street,

the DoT Traffic Signs Manual, 2010

A Guide to Planning & Developing Recreational Trails in Ireland, from National Trails Ireland,
DTTAS

NTA National Cycle Manual,

Greenway Design and Brand Guidelines DTGACSM

Rural Cycleway Design (DN-GEO-03047)

ROI Dept of Transport, Tourism and Sport Greenways and Cyde Routes Ancillary Infrasiructure
Guidelines (2018).

21006-01-108 Draft 1 May 2023 17

South East Greenway Link to Glenmore Village — Chief Executives Report Page 90




Kilkenny Co Co SE Greenway Link — Glenmore Roadplan

3 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

3.1 Scheme Overview

A link to the new Greenway is to be provided to Glenmore village.

3.1.1 Glenmore Village
The village of Glenmore is located 8kms south of New Ross and 18 kms north of Vifaterford City.

]
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New Ross

L3427
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L7s2

Glenmore Village

Figure 3.1 Location of Glenmore Village

Approximately 1.8 km northeast of the village, adjacent to the N25 New Ross By-pass at Ballyvemeen,
it is proposed to provide a purpose-built carpark to service the Greenway. Approval has been gained
under Part 8 to construct the car park.
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Figure 3.2 Aerial Location Map of Proposed Car Park at Ballyverneen

Figure 3.3 Layout of Proposed Car Park at Ballyverneen

It is proposed to create a safe pedestrian and cydist connection link from the proposed Greenway car
park to the village of Glenmore, terminating at the village centre.
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3.2 Aims and Objectives

The project partners have identified the following strategic aims aligned to European, National and Local
Policies (as outlined in Section 2.0), which set out the core benefits which the development of the
greenway route seeks to achieve.

The aims and objectives are mainly Social, Economic and Environmental and are as follows:

e Connect the village of Glenmore to the Greenway and its planned tourism initiatives and
infrastructure.

e Create a safe and pleasant amenity along which the local population can commute, socialise,
and use as a recreational and leisure facility, and which promotes active lifestyles, physical
exercise and participation in outdoor activties.

e Provide connection to existing and planned educational, recreational and leisure facilities such
as schools, parks and open spaces, playgrounds, walks and trails, sports clubs and facilities.

e Provide a connection to the South East Greenway route that is safe, comfortable and attractive
to all user groups (both cycling and walking) and provides a reliable and safe level of service.

e Provide high-quality infrastructure which will attract increased visitors to the area and drive the
demand for associated cycling/walking related facilities e.g., cafes, bike hire etc.

e Offer an attractive and cost-effective sustainable altemative to private motor vehide transport
by providing connections between residential areas and areas of employment, commerdal
centres and recreational facilities.

e Increase the economic contribution of tourism to the local economy and provide a catalyst and
opportunities for economic growth by providing linkages to the villages to facilitate the growth
of cycde tourism and the provision of basic facilities such as food, toilets, overnight
accommodation, retail outlets, bicycle repair, and convenience shops.

e Facilitate access to existing visitor attractions and activities along the route by provision of a
lateral links suitable for walkingfcycling.

e Achieve an increase in modal shift to more sustainable methods of travel {on foot or by bike)

between the communities and destinations linked by the project and enable improved access

by active travel means to public transport connections.

Promote health and wellbeing in the communities connected by the project.

Enhance road safety for existing vulnerable and non-motorised road users.

Enhance the cyding tourism offering within the region.

Contribute to reducing carbon emissions in the area through achieving a rise in modal shift.

e Value and enhance the natural environment by creating a ‘green’ linear corridor to the benefit
of wildlife through sensitive landscaping.

e o o o

It is further intended that these aims and objectives would be met in the most cost-effective way that,
where possible, mitigates the impact on private lands and maximises use of available public lands,
provided always that the route meets the needs of all user groups and meets the aims and objectives
outlined above.

The report Failte Ireland Marketing Research 2013 provides key findings of relevance to the shaping of
aims and objectives for the scheme.

In that research, when domestic and international visitors were asked what makes a good cycling
destination, the cyding-specific attributes were not priorities for people. Rather scenery and landscape,
aftractive towns and villages etc., were more important.

The research revealed that:

e Visitors will choose a destination based on the overall experience of what they will see and do
and cyclingis an enjoyable means of experiencing those activities. It is important therefore that
any planned route allows visitors to have that rounded holiday experience by incorporating
interesting places to visit.
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e This was followed by requirements for traffic free and safe cycling routes, perhaps reflecting
the large proportion of the marketthat travels with children. As close to half the users for cycling
in Ireland travel with children, the importance of delivering trails which meet the needs of this
market segment cannot be overstated.

o Beautiful scenery is easily the most important destination attribute with respect to cycling. That
said, the scenery needs to be varied, as too much of the same thing will become boring.

e VVeather also ranks highly in preference however it's not the be all and end all.

e Cycling routes incorporating attractive cities and towns, followed by access to historical/ cultural
attractions, and destinations that are easy to get to complete the list of attributes required to
make a good cycling destination.

The implications in relation to the aims and objectives of the route selection and design process are:

e Attractive, and preferably scenic, routes are the main priority amongst both the domestic and
overseas markets

e A significant portion of users travel in groups of family or friends with children. This has a
significant bearing on the infrastructure required, as safe and traffic free cycling is key to this
market. There is a strong preference for safe and traffic free routes to meet the needs of the
high proportion of cyclists who travel with children

e Points of shelter are needed to overcome Ireland’s weather barrier

e Flat routes are preferred — they won't necessarily be boring to dedicated cyclists.

in summary, the routes should be Family-friendly for walking and cycling and be:

e  Attractive — scenic and interesting

e Safe — away from heavy traffic but close to community

o Direct — short in length but induce diversion from greenway
e Comfortable — surfaced and not steep

3.3 Physical Character of the Greenway Connection Facility

A greenway is a traffic-free route designed exclusively for the use of pedestrians and cydists. The
character of the connection to the South East Greenway will align with the greenway as much as
possible and is generally low-key in terms of its impact on the overall landscape of an area and its
environmental effects. Greenways tend to be offline, which means they are located entirely off road
and traffic free. For the Glenmore connection, some sections may be online within an existing road
corridor located within the verge or footway areas.

This greenway connection will generally be constructed as a 3m wide shared-use path, with a
bituminous surface to provide a high-quality finish for cyclists. The greenway connection route will seek
to follow, in so far as possible, field boundaries and land-holding boundaries, or existing laneways,
rivers or other corridors to avoid disturbance to farming activity. The geometry of the facility is flexible
and the route will be designed to minimise farm severance or agricultural impacts, apart from the loss
of the small area of land forming the scheme footprint.

in constrained areas the path width may be reduced in width through sections where physical limitations
such as buildings, boundaries and carriageway kerblines exist. Where possible, appropriate screening
in the form of shrubs, plants and/or trees will be planted as part of the greenway connection corridor to
create wildlife habitats and to improve the visual quality of the infrastructure.

Figure 3.4 shows the typical cross section proposed for offline sections of the greenway connection and
Figure 3.5 shows the typical cross section in online sections.
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A fence will be erected along the greenway connection if required by the adjacent landowner from whom
land has been acquired or if deemed necessary for the safe and efficient operation. The fence type
would typically be a timbe post and rail fence.

Lighting will be provided in urban areas, but not, in general, in rural sections, except where deemed
necessary for the safe and efficient operation, subject to environmental and other restrictions, with any
proposed specification being cognisant of, and sympathetic to, the rural landscape setting.

Gradients will be kept as flat as possible subject to existing topographical constraints and will not exceed
5% where feasible. Short sections of up to 10% gradienté may be considered in exceptional
circumstances. Similarly, the horizontal alignment will be designed for gentle radii and gradual changes
in direction, with a minimum radius of 4m.
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4 CONSTRAINTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

4.1 Introduction

The prefered route of the completed greenway may be influenced, positively or negatively, by:

o topography physical constraints;
e environmental constraints, mainly ecology and cultural heritage;
location of trip generators which offer potential for usage;
connectivity to settiements and amenities;
e areas of interest, attractions, scenery and amenities that may attract tourists.

4.2 Topography and Watercourses
4.2.1 Glenmore

The topography across the area is typically steeply sloped, with significant hills and escarpments.
Levels rise from the estuary — from less than 10m OD at the Glenmore River — to 140m OD at
Aylwardstown in the southwest of the area.

The land on the northwest side of the N25 at Glenmore village and the New Ross bypass is very steep,
falling from level 40m OD to level 10m OD over a distance of 80m: a gradient of almost 40%.

These features are shown on Figure 4.1.

Rivers and streams area significant features that need to be crossed. Bridges add cost to a project but
conversely, they can provide views of or connections to such water features and can be very beneficial
to the overall experience of the user.

The Glenmore River is the significant watercourse in the area. It is tidal and is known to have a
significant flow during periods of heavy rainfall with overspill onto adjacent lands below the 10m contour.
The location of the river is shown on Figure 4.1.
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Figure 4.1 Topography of Glenmore (10m contours)
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There are lands within the area that benefit from flood protection. These are shown in Figure 4.2. The
Benefitted Lands are areas reclaimed by Land Commission Embankments. The Land Commission took
charge of a humber of embankments as part of its work. These embankments were created by
landowners to reclaim land from rivers or the sea, typically in the 19th century.

The principal conseguences of these combined constraints are:

e The only feasible connection point to the greenway is on the northeast side of Glenmore; itis
not feasible to link to the greenway at a point east of the village or southeast because, in
traversing the hill, the resulting gradients would be too steep.

e Because the wooded area bounding the northwest side of the N25 is so steep, the engineering
measures (retaining structure, possible boardwaks etc) would be extensive and the cos of the
project would be very high.

¢ The lands bounding the Glenmore River are subject to flooding. It is not feasible to construct a
greenway within the floodplain.

e The cycle links could not compromise lands within the areathat benefit from flood protection.

Actire Layers
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Figure 4.2 Benefiting Lands

4.3 Environment and Ecology
4.3.1 Designated & Protected Areas

Glenmore

The Special Area of Conservation: River Barrow and River Nore SAC site code 002162 was selected
as a SAC based on habitats and specieslisted on Annex I/l of the E.U. Habitats Directive.

The lower reaches of the SAC are also designated as a proposed Natural Heritage Area: Barrow River
Estuary, site code 000688.

These designations overlap in parts (i.e. some lands are both designated SAC and pNHA).
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Figure 4.3 Designated & Protected Areas of Glenmore

4.3.2 Built Environment and Local Herltage

There are historic buildings and scheduled sites and monuments within the study area that may be
constraints to routes. The design of the greenway will need to avoid any significant impacts on these
sites.

The National Monum ents Service (NM S) database was consulted to provide alist of all features within
the Study Area. A map of these features is provided at the following link:

— https:/Awww.archaeology .ie/archaeological-survey-ireland/historic-environment-viewer-
application

The viewer provides a map of National Monument features that are listed in the Record of Monuments
and Places (RMP) (as established under Section 12 of the National Monuments Acts 1930 to 2004) and
Architectural features included the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NI1AH).

Figures 4.4 below shows all the features listed on the NMS viewer, along with the key features identified
that are considered relevant to the assessment of the routes.
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AYLMARD S TOWN

Figure 4.4 Glenmore Cultural Heritage Sites

Glenmore Cultural Heritage Sites: sites indicated by blue dots are Architectural heritage and by red dots
are Archaeological heritage.

There is one site of Architectural Heritage within Glenmore village but it would nct be significantly
impacted on by the project; otherwise there are no cultural heritage assets within the area of the project.

44 Population, Land Use, Zoning, Amenities and Attractions
4.5.1 Popuiation
The latest census data (2016) records the following population counts:
e Glenmore - Electoral Divisions Census 2016: Kilmakevoge 433 persons;
People who live in the area offer the greatest potential for year-round use of the links to the greenway.

4.5.2 Existing Roads
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The N25 and the New Ross bypass are significant severance lines that would be difficult for pedestrians
and cyclists to cross.

There is an existing underbridge beneath the N25. This is a common point at which all route options
would converge so that the cyclists are carried beneath the N25 without interaction with traffic on that
national road.

4.5.3 Zoning

The area of Glenmore village is not zoned for development.

4.5 Schools and Education Centres

Schools are an important consideration for achieving modal shit. Providing a Greenway allowing
students, parents and staff to safely travel to school will help shift travel patterns towards more
sustainable and healthy models.

The selection of routes will consider proximity to schools where students may be likely to travel by bike,
perhaps accompanied by parents or guardians.

Figure 4.5 shows the locations of the school across the Study Area.
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Figure 4.5 Glenmore Schools

There are attractions, businesses and employment centres, retail enterprises. social and community
outlets in both areas.

Local businesses should benefit from increased visitor numbers generated by the greenway, and new
business opportunities, e.g. bicycle rental and bicycle repairs.

Amenities and attractions within the Study Area will provide opportunities for connections with the
proposed Greenway. Routes connecting with local amenities and attractions may benefit from the
existing trips generated by these facilities by providing potential for modal shift of some of these trips
from motorised vehicles to walking/cycling. The additional trips and journeys generated on completion
of the Greenway should also help to increase existing visitor numbers.
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5 ROUTE OPTIONS

51 Glenmore

Figure 5.1 below shows the route options for Glenmore.

Figure 5.1 Glenmore Routes

The routes are predominantly off-line. VWhere they are shown to be adjacent to a road they are generally
within the verge or behind the existing edge line. Acquisition of privately-owned lands would be required
for the provision of the route.

All routes converge on the existing underbridge beneath the N25. It would not be feasible for cyclists to
cross the N25 elsewhere. Therefore, the route options can be looked at separately for each of the
following sections:

e Section 1: Car park to the underbridge
e Section 2: Under bridge to the village.

5.1.1. Section 1: Car park to the underbridge

Figure 5.2 shows the route options for the section between the car park and the underbridge.
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Figure 5.2 Glenmore Section 1. Car park to the underbridge

The following photos indicate the nature of the envionment in which the Section 1 routes are located.
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A summary ofthe advantages and disadvantages of the various routes is shown in the following table.

GLENMORE NORTHWEST ASSESSMENT
Advantages Disadvantages
Yellow Route

1. Traffic free 1. Very expensive structures
2. Publicly-owned land 2. Impact on TII/PPP
3. Circuitous and indirect
Green Route (L7513)
1. Direct 1. Off-road, but on-road through underpass
2. Relatively inexpensive
3. Public land
Cyan Route
1. Attractive 1. Expensive (sloping ground)
2. Indirect
3. Private land
4. Environmental impact
Orange Route
1. Direct 1. Potentially expensive structures
2. Publicly-owned land 2. Impacton TI/PPP
3. Traffic free 3. Not directly linked to greenway car park
Magenta Route (L7539)
1. Direct 1. Road safety on narow lane used by
2. Publicly-owned land agricultural trafficis a concem

2. Not directly linked to greenway car park
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5.1.2. Section 2: Under bridge to the viliage
Figure 5.3 shows the route options for the section between the car park and the underbridge.

Figure 5.3 Glenmore Section 2: Under bridge to the village

The following photos indicate the nature of the environment in which the Section 2 routes are located.
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A summary ofthe advantages and disadvantages of the various routes is shown in the follow/ing table.

GLENMORE SOUTHWEST ASSESSMENT

Advantages Disadvantages
Orange Route / Magenta Variant
1. Attractive 1. Very high impact on SAC
2. Off-road 2. Expensive
3. High gradients — difficult cycling
4. Personal safety concems in wooded areas
Green Route (L7510)
1. Attractive 1. Minor impact on SAC
2. Off-road
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6 PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS

A Public Consultation Event was held at which the drawings and proposals were displayed. The public
consultation session was advertised beforehand. Display of the routes were mounted at the public
consultation venue together with assessments of the route options. Feedback forms were made
available for attendees to complete.

The dates and venues of the consultations were as follows:

Date Venue

18t Public Consultation Event, Glenmore
10" March 2022

Glenmore Parish Hall

Members of the Project Team were present at the event to explain the Project proposals, and drawings
to the public.

Sign in sheets were provided at the event and the humbers of signhed in attendees are given in the table.
Itis noted that many people chose not to signin.

Feedback forms that provided the public with an opportunity to formally comment on the proposals were
distributed at the consultation event and the public was encouraged to complete and retum these forms.

Landowners on whose lands route options were located were contacted in advance of the public
consultation by phone and informed of the scheme and of the route options that would impact directly
on their landholdings.

The evening was well attended with possibly 30 to 40 persons attending. Many people chose not to
sign the sheet.

Five number submissions were received relating to Glenmore: three number in favour of green route
and two number with unstated preference)
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7 ASSESSMENT OF ROUTE OPTIONS

7.1. Introduction

The assessment of each route option was carried out with reference to the route specific aims and
objectives, and the assessment criteria and scoring matrix described in this section. For each of the
criteria, a preamble which describes assessment and scoring process has been provided.

7.2. Route Assessment Criteria

Assessment criteria were used to score the route options and select the preferred route option. Each
route has been scored against the assessment criteria, having regard to the project aims and objectives
and using a scoring matrix.

For each individual assessment criterion considered, routes have been compared against each other
based on a five-point scale, ranging from having significant advantages to having significant
disadvantages over other route options. For illustrative purposes, this five-point scale is colour coded
as presented in Table 7.1, with advantageous routes graded to ‘dark green’ and disadvantaged routes
graded to ‘dark red’. Negative impacts were generally scored in the yellow to red range and
opportunities and benefit in the yellow to green range.

Descripton

Significant advantages over the other options

Soma acvantages over othar optons

Neultal compared la other opticns

Same disacvantages over other opsions

Significant disadvantages compared to other options

Table 7.1 Route Options Colour Coded Ranking Scale

The views of the public on the respective route options as expressed through the consultation process
have been recorded and reflected in the route scoring. Routes which receive negative feedback score
lower than those which have neutral or positive feedback.

The assessment criteria are divided into three categories:

e Impacts and Opportunities
o Effectiveness
e Public feedback

The overall assessment for each route is based on a comparative qualitative assessment of how each
route ranked under each criterion, considering the relative importance of each criterion and a hadlistic
view on the route's overall performance in the assessment.

7.2.1. Impacts and Opportunities

Every project has impacts on the environment and on people. Projects change the status quo and some
impacts are negative in nature. Opportunities are generally the positive impacts and tend to be benefits
that are expected to accrue from the project. These can sometimes be in addition to the direct aims and
objectives of that project.
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7.2.2. Eftfectiveness

Not all options for a project are equally effective. Some tend to be better in fulfilling the aims and
objectives of the scheme. Effectiveness is a key criterion; it fundamentally assesses the guality of
service provided to the users which in tum has a significant bearing on the potential use of the route by
the cyclist and walker determines the extent to which the aims an objective of the project will be realized
For this reason, the various sub-criteria within the overall criterion of effectiveness are considered
separately and not rolled up into a single quality of service measure.

7.2.3. Public Feedback

This project is a public good; it is a development proposal for the benefit of all but particularly for those
who live and work in the area. It is essential that those for whom the praject is intended have a say in
its nature, extent and physical characteristics.

Under these general headings fourteen specific assessment criteria have been identified as follows;

Modal shift —the extent to which the project will give effect to a change to sustainable transport

The environment —impacts on ecology and cultural heritage

Land requirement — impacts on existing and proposed land uses

Risk — particular risks to timeseale, project costs and to quality-of-service not captured by the

other assessment criteria

Travel distance — the length of the project

Path gradient - the physical gradients of the route

Attractiveness — the attractiveness f the route to the user

Road safety — the road safety characteristics of the route, both actual and perceived.

Personal safety — the personal safety characteristics of the route, both actual and perceived.

Trip attraction —the extent to which the project will attract users

e Construction cost — the likely construction cost

o Active travel — the extent to which the route give effect to the occurrence of active travel

e Businessand economy —the extent to which the route give effect to the occurrence ofincreased
business activity including tourism

e Public feedback — the feedback received from the public and from landowners on the route.

7.3. Route Assessment

The detailed assessments of the route options for Glenmore are provided in the following tables with
separate assessments provided for sections one and two of the overall routes.

For each criterion the impact of each route option assessed relative to cother routes is scored as
indicated in Table 7.1.
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Table 7.2 - Glenmore: Section 1 Car Park to Underbridge

Routes: A: Cyan B: Green C: Yellow D: Orange E: Magenta
o Routes
Assessment Criteria ATBIcIDIE

Impacts and Opportunities

Business and Economy All routes have generally similar characteristics.

Modal Shift All routes have similar characteristics.

Active Travel All routes have similar characteristics.

Environmental The Green (B) route is on the line ofthe existing
recently constructed road. All other routes are on
lands that have re-established or undisturbed growth
except the Cyan route (A) which goes through
undisturbed woodand by the stream.

Land Requirements The Green (B), Yellow (C). Orange (D) and Magenta
(E) options recuire no (or litte) land otherthan existing
roads. The Cyan option (A) has a significant land
requirement.

Construction Cost The Cyan route is longest and crosses steeply sloping

ground making it expensive. Structures on the Yellow
(C: 3 structures) and Orange (D: 2 structures) routes
will be quite expensive. The Green (B) and Magenta
(E) routes are likely to be cheapestto construct, with
the Green being the least cost since it reuses most
existing road.

Risk The Yellow (C) and Orange (D) routes may have
significant impact on the TIl PPP, a feasibility risk.
Likewise for the Cyan (A) route, there is a risk that
environmental impact may be judged excessive.

Effectiveness

Travel Distance The Cyan (A) route is long and might not be used by
cyclists because the road is shorter. The Yellow route
(C) is circuitous. The other routes are direct and are
broady similar.

Path Gradients The Yellow route (C) and the Cyan route (A) are the
most undulating. The others are broadly similar.

Attractiveness All routes are within an engneered area and
considered similar except that the Cyan route (R)
traverses an attractive area and is judged best.

Road Safety The Yellow (C) and Orange (D) routes have no road
crossings and are considered best. The Green (B),
Cyan (A) and Magenta (E) routes cross low-traffic
local roads and are judged equal.

Personal Safety Passive surveillance is poorest on the Cyan (A) route;
it is away from houses androads. Green Route (C)
has the best passive surveillance.

Trip Altraction All routes generally similar but the Orange (D) and
Magenta (E) routes do not link to the car park and so
might not attract as many trips.

Public Feedback

Public Feedback The Green (B) route was marginally preferred. The
Magenta (E) was least preferred. There was little
comment on the other routes.

Prefened Route v The Green Route (B) has fewer negative impacts than
other routes, has less environmental impact and
received most positive feedback.
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Table 7.3 — Glenmore: Section 2 Underbridge to Village
Routes: A: Green B: Orange
Routes
Assessment Criteria
A B

impacts and Opportunlties

Business and Economy Both routes similar.

Modal Shift The Orange route (B) is undulating and may be less
effective in achieving modal shift.

Active Travel Both routes similar.

Environmental The Orange route (B) is likely to significantly impact on the
SAC, cutting a swathe through the centre of the zoned
area. The Green route (A) impacts on the margin of the
zoned area close to the village.

Land Requirements Both routes require land. The Green route (A) uses the
existing verge of the public road for some of its length. The
Orange route (B) has much greater land-take.

Construction Cost The Orange route (B) has a crossing of the Glenmore
River. The Green route (A) crosses a stream. The Orange
route (B) requires significant lengths of retaining structures
where it runs across the slope ofthe SAC.

Risk The impact of the Orange Route (B) on the SAC would be
a significant risk to attaining approval for the scheme.

Bffectiveness

Travel Distance Both routes similar.

Path Gradients The Orange route (B) significant changes in gradient. The
Green route (A) is much flatter.

Attractiveness Both routes similar. The view of the SAC fiom the Green
route (A) and the fact that it gets sunshine is considered to
offset the attractiveness of the Orange route (B) through
the SAC (the Orange route would be dark for much of the
year).

Road Safety Both routes similar. They are both off-road until they
approachthe village.

Personal Safety The Green route (A) is closer to the road and has better
passive surveillance. The Orange route (B) through a
wooded area may be perceived to be less safe.

Trip Attraction Changes in gradient and potential fears for personal safety
on the Orange route (B) could make that route less
attractive.

Public Feedback

Public Feedback There was a preference for the Green route (A) and there
was negative sentiment towards the Orange.

Preferred Route v The Orange Route has significantly more negative impacts
than the Green, is assessed to be less effective and was
less favoured at public consultation.
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7.4. Preferred Routes

As shown in Tables 7.2 and 7.3, in the case of the Glenmore project the green route is the preferred
route for both sections.

The layout of the route is shown in Figure 7.1.

Figure 7.1 Green Route

The preferred route characteristics are:

e The route commences at the proposed car park

e it travels onto the local road and occupies the space of the current roadside verge, probably the
eastem verge.

e The route crosses the local road to connect with the Glenmore Road — L7501.

It travels beneath the existing underbridge

from the underbridge it occupies the existing roadside verge on the south side of the Cappagh
Rd as far as the stream.

it crosses the stream on a proposed culvert

is then enters the lands on the south side ofthe Cappagh Rd and is located at the back of the
existing roadside hedge.

e within the 50 kilometre an hour zone it exits private lands and passes to the front the existing
roadside dwelling from where it continues on road / verge within the village. In this area, the
exact placement of the path will be determined during the design stage. Traffic management
measures may be required.

The preliminary cost estimate for the green route is €1m (2022 cost). Preliminary cost estimate for the
route is based on route length and the number and sizes of structures (e.g. bridges, river crossings).
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Abbreviations

AA Agpropriate Assessment

EEC European Economic Comm unity
EPA Environmental Protection Agency
EU European Union

GIS Geographical Information System
LAP Local Area Plan

NHA Natural Heritage Area

NIS Natura Impact Statement

NPW/S National Parks and Wildlife Service
sl Ordnance Survey Ireland

pNHA proposec Natural Heritage Area
SAC Special Area of Conservation

SPA Special Protection Area

SubS Sustainable Drainage System
WFD Water Framework Directive
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1. Introduction

1.1.  General Introduction

This report for the purposes of Appropriate Assessment {(AA) Screening has been prepared to support a Planning
Application for the Proposed Development {described in Section 3 below]. This report contains information
required for the competent authority to undertake screening for Appropriate Assessment (AA) in respect of the
construction and operation of linkage access routes from the South East Greenway to Glenmore and Slieverue
in Co. Kilkenny (hereafter referred to as the Proposed Development) to determine whether it is likely ind vidually
orin combination withother plans and projects to have asignificant effect on any European sites, in light of best

scientific knowledge.

Having regard to the provisions of the Planning and Development Act 2000 —2021 (the “Planning Acts”) (section
177U), the purpose of a screening exercise under section 177U of the PDA 2000 is to assess, in view of best
scientitic knowledge, if the proposed development, individually or in combination with another plan or project

is likely to have a significant effect on a European site.

If it cannot be excluded on the basis of objective infermation that the proposed development, individually orin
combination with other plans or projects, will have a significant effect on a European s'te then it is necessary to

carry out a Stage 2 appropriate assessment under section 177V of the Planning Acts.
When screening the project, there are two possible outcomes:

e the project poses no potential for a likely significant effect and as such requires no further assessment;
and
e the project has potential to have likely significant effect (orthis is uncertain) unless mitigation measures

are applied, and therefore an AA of the project is necessary.

This report has been prepared by Moore Group - Environmental Services to enable Kilkenny County Councit to
carry out AA screening in relation to the Proposed Development. The report was compiled by Ger O’Donohoe
{B.Sc. Applied Aquatic Sciences (GMIT, 1893} & M.Sc. Environmental Sciences {TCD, 1999)) who has 27 years’
experience in environmental impact assessment and has completed numerous Appropriate Assessment
Screening Reports and Natura Impact Statements on terrestrial and aquatic habitats for various development

types.

Moare Group Environmental Services {info®m coregroup ie) s
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1.2, legislative Background - The Habitats and Birds Directives

Article 6(3) and 6{4) of the Habitats Directive is transposed into Irish Law inter alia by the Part XAB of the Planning
Acts {in particular section 177U and 177V) which governs the requirement 10 carry out approgriate assessment

screening and appropriate assessment, where reguirec, per Section 1.1 above.

The Habitats Directive {Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1592 on the conservation of natural habitats and
of wild fauna and flora) is the main legis!ative instrument for the protection and conservation of biodiversity in
the European Union (EU). Under the Habitats Directive, Member States are obliged to designate Special Areas
of Conservation (SACs] which contain habtats or species considered important for protection and conservation

ina EU context.

The Birds Directive (Council Directive 2009/147/EC on the conservation of wild birds), transposed into Irish law
by the Bird and Natural Hab®ats Regulations 2011 as amended, and the Wildlife Act 1976, as amended, is
concernec with the long-term protection and management of all wild bird species and their habitats inthe EU.
Among other things, the Birds Directive requires that Special Protection Areas (SPAs) be establiched to protect
migratory species and species which are rare, vulnerable, in danger of extinction, or otherwise require special

attention.

SACs designated under the Habitats Directive and SPAs, cesignated under the Birds Directive, form a pan-
European network of protected sites known as Natura 2000. The Habitats Directive sets out a unified system for

the protection and management of SACs and SPAs. These sites are also referred to as European sites.

Articles 6{3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Directive set out the requirement for an assessment of proposed p ans and

projectslikely to have a significant effect on Natura 2000 sites.

Article 6(3) establishes the requirement to screen all plans and projects and to carry out an appropriate
assessment if required (Appropriate Assessment (AA)). Article 6(4) establishes requirements in cases of

imperative reasons of overriding public interest:

Article 6(3): “Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the
site but tikely to have ¢ significant effect thereor, either individuaily orin combination with other pians
or projects, shall be subjected to an appropriate assessment of its impiications for the site in view of the
site’s conservation objectives. in light of the conclusions of the assessment of tie implications for the
site and subject to the provisions of paragraph 4, the competent nationaf authorities skal! agree to the
plan or project only after having ascertained that it wili not adversely affect the integrity of tie site

concerned and, if appropriate, after having obtained the opinion of the generalf public.”

Moore Group Environmental Services (info®m ooregroup.ie) 2
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8 Methodology

The Commission’s methocological guidance {EC, 2002, 2018, 2021 see Section 2.1 beiow) promotes a for-stage
process to complete the AA and outlines the issues ang tests at each stage. An important aspect of the process

is that the outcome at each successive stagedetermines whether a furtherstage inthe processis required.

Stages 1 and 2 deal with the mainrequirements for assessment under Article 6{3). Stage 3 may be part of Article

6(3) or may be a necessary precursor 1o Stage 4. Stage 4is the main derogation step of Article 6{4).

Stage 1 Screening: This stage examines the likely effects of a project either alone or in comhination with other
projects upon a Natura 2000 site and considers whether it can be objectively concluced that these effects will
not be significant. In orderto screen out a project, it must be excluded, on the basis of objective information,
that the Proposed Development, individually or in combination with other plans or projects, will have a

significant effect on a European site.

Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment: In this stage, there is a consideration of the impact of the project witha view
to ascertain whether there will be any adverse effect on the integrity of the Natura 2000 site either a'one or in
combination with other projects or plans, with respect to the site’s structure and function and its conservation
objectives. Additionally, where there are predicted impacts, an assessment of the potential mitigation of those

impacts is considered.

Stage 3 Assessment of Alternative Solutions: This stage examines alternative ways of implementing the project

that, where possible, avoid any adverse impacts on the integrity of the Natura 2000 site.

Stage 4 Assessment where no alternative solutions exist and where adverse Impacts remain: Where
imperative reasons of overriding public interest {IROPI) exist, an assessment to consider whethe r compensatory

measures will or will not effectively offset the damage to the sites will be necessary.

To ensure that the Proposed Development complies fully with the requirements of Article 6 of the Rabitats
Directive and all relevant Irish transposing legislation, Moore Group compiled this report to enable Kilkenny
County Council to carry out AA screening in relation to the Proposed Development to determine whether the
Proposed Development, individually or in combination with another plan or project will have a significant effect

on a Natura 2000 site.
2.1,  Guidance

This report has been compiled in accorcance with guidance contained in the following docu ments:

Woare Group Environmentel Services {info@m ooregroup ie) 3
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2.2.

Apgropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland - Guidance for Planning Aut-orities.
{Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, 2010 rev.j{soonto be superseded by EC
Guidance in prep.i.
Appropriate Assessment under Article 6 of the Habitats Directive: Guidance for Planning Authorities.
Circular NPWS 1/10 & PSSP 2/10.
Managing Natura 2000 Sites: The Provisions of Article 6 of the Hab tat’s Directive 92/43/EEC (EC, 2018).
Guidance document on the strict protection of animal species of Community interest under the Habitats
Directive (EC, 2021).
Assessment of plans and projects in relation to Natura 2000 sites - Methodological guidance on Article
6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC(EC, 2021).
Office of the Planning Regulator {(OPR) Practice Note PNO1 Appropriate Assessment Screening for

Development Management (OPR, 2021).

Data Sources

Sources of information that were used to collect data on the Natura 2000 network of s'tes, and the environment

within which they are located, are listed below:

e The following mapping and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) data sources, as required:
o National Parks & Wildlife (NPWS) protected site boundary data;
o Ordnance Survey of Ireland (OS1) mapping and aerial photography;
o OSI/Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) rivers and streams, and catchments;
o Open Street Maps;
e Digital Elevation Model over Europe (EU-DEM);
e Google Earth and Bing aerial photography 1995-2022;
e Online data available on Natura 2000 sites as held by the National Parks and Wildlfe Service (NPWS)
from www.npws.ie including:
o Natura 2000 - Standard Data Form;
o Conservation Objectives;
o Site Synopses;
e National Biodiversity Data Centre records;
o Onl'ne database of rare, threatened and protected species;
o Publicly accessible biodiversity datasets.
e  Status of EU Protected Habitats in Ireland. (National Parks & Wildlife Service, 2019); and
e Relevant Development Plans;
e Kilkenny County Development Plan 2021-2027
Woare Group Environmentel Services {(info@m ooregroup ie) 4
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3 Description of Lthe Proposed Development

The Proposed Develnnment consists of the construction and operation of connecting links from the South Fast
Greenway to the viliages of Slieverue and Glenmore in Co. Kitkenny, to provide access to the villages from the

Greenway for pedestrians and cyclists.

Each route is approximately 1.8km, and consists of assorted improvements along these routes, including bridges,

underpass, paths and bollards.
The Slieverue Route commences on On-road on Kilmurry lane.

Continues under the underpass to the existing footpath on the north side of the road, widened to shared

footpath / cycle path from the Milepost Rd junction to the village.
Along a Path within new park on the northeastside of the Slieverue roundabout.
Foot and cycle bridge across the N29 continuing on Luffany lane to the Greenway on private lands.

The Glenmore Link commences from a proposed car park at Ballyverneen, using the road side verges, the

underbridge at the N25 and onto the village in theSOkm/hr zone.

The links were surveyed on 7 September 2022 for invasive species and possible links to water courses leading to
European sites. None were recorded in either case. While the Glenmore link runs agjacent to a stream which
flows to the Glenmore River, the N25 intersection is relatively newly constructed and there are no pathway to

the stream or the receiving River Barrow.

Figure 1 shows the Proposed Development location and Figures 2 and show detailed views of the P-oposed

Development bouncaries on recent aerial photography. Figures 3 and 4 shows the layout of the Proposed Links.

w
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Figure 1. Showing the Yroposed Develop tlocotions ot Slievenie end Glenmore, Co. Kitkeany.
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Figure 2. sShowing the “roposea bevelopment boundary on recent aerial photography, Glenmore section.
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Figure 3. Showing the Proposed Development boundory on recent oeriol photogrophy, Siieverue section.
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haracteristics
From car park
Uses roadside
verges to the
stream.
Uses
underbridge
Behind hedge
on Cappagh
Road.
Return to
verge  within
the 50 km/h
zone at the
village.
€1m

Figure 4. Plan of the Proposed Development, Glenmoie route.
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Characteristics
e On-road on Kilmurry lane.

e PBollard at the underpass to
remove vehicular traffic - but
access retained for
residents.

e Existing footpath on the
north side of the road
widened to shared footpath /
cycle path from the Milepost
Rd junction to the village.

e Path within new park on the
northeast side of the
Slieverue roundabout.

e Foot and cycle brdge
across the N29

e Path on severed sections of
the road network

e Luffany lane to the
Greenway on private lands;
three opttons.

¢ €25m

Figure 5. Plon of the Proposed Development, Sieverue route.
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4, Identification of Natura 2000 Sites

4.1. Description of Natura Sites Potentially Significantly Affected

A Zone of Influence {Zol) ot a proposed development is the geographical area over which it could affect the
receiving environment in a way that could have significant effects on the Qualifying Interests of a European site.
In accordance with the OPR Practice Note, PNO1, the Zol should be established on a case-by-case basis using the

Source- Pathway-Receptor framework.

The Furopean Commission’s “Assessment of ptans and projects in relation to Natura 2000 sites guidunce on
Articie 6(3) and (4) of the Methodological Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC” published 28 September 2021 states at
section 3.1.3:

identifying the Natura 2000 sites that may be affected should be done by taking into consideration afl aspects of
the plan or project that could have potential effects on any Natura 2000 sites located within the zone of influence
of the plan cr project. This shou!d take into account all of the designating features (species, habitat types) that

are significantly present on the sites and their conservation objectives. In particulor, it should identify:

e any Natura 2000 sites geographicaliy overlapping with any of the actions or aspects of the pian or

project in any cf its phases, cr adjacent to them;

e any Natura 2000 sites within the iikely zore of influence of the plan or project Natura 2000 sites located
in the surroundings of the p!an or project for ct some distance) that could stiif be indirectiy affected by
aspects of the project, including as regords the use of natural resources fe.g. water) and various types

of waste, discharge or emissions of substances or energy;

e Natura 2000 sites in the surroundings of the plan or profect {or at some distance) which host fauna that
can move to the project area and then suffer mortatity or other impacts (e.g. loss of feeding areas,

reduction of kome range);
e Natura 2000 sites whose connectivity or ecological continuity can be affected by the plan or profect.

The rarige of Natura 2000 sites to be assessed, i.e. the zone in which impacts from the pian or project may arise,
wiil depend on the nature of the plan or project and the distance at which effects may occur. For Natura 2000
sites focated downstream along rivers or wetlands fed by aquifers, it may be that o plan or project can affect
water flows, fish migration and so forth, even at a great distance. Emissions of pollutants may also have effects
over u long distance. Some projects or pians that do not directly affect Natura 2000 sites may stiil have a
significant impact on them if they cause a barrier effect or prevent ecological linkages. This may hapoen, for

example, when plans affect features of the iandscape that connect Natura 2000 sites or that may obstruct the

Moare Group Envirorimental Services (info@mosregreup.ia) 11
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movements of species or disrupt the continuity of o fiuvia!l or woodiund ecosystem. o determine the possible
effects of the plon or project on Natura 2000 sites, it is necessery to identify not only the relevant sites but also

the habitats and species that are significantly present within them, as well as the site objectives.

The Zone of Influence may be cetermined by considering the Proposed Development’s potential connectivity

with European sites, in terms of:

® Nature, scale, timing and duration of all aspects of the proposed works and possible impacts, including
the nature and size of excavations, storage of materials, flat/sloping sites;

e Distance and nature of potential pathways (dilution and dispersion; intervening ‘buffer’ lands, roads
etc.); and

e Location of ecological features and their sensitivity to the possible impacts.

The potential for source pathway receptor connect:vity is firstly identfied through GIS interrogationand detailed
information is then provided on sites with connectivity. Europeansites that are located within a potential Zone
of Influence of the Proposed Development are listed in Table 1 and presented in Figures 6 to 8, below. Spatial
boundary data on the Natura 2000 network was extracted from the NPWS website (www.npws.ie) on 23
September 2022. This data was interrogated using GIS analysis to provide mapping, distances, locations and

pathways to all sites of conservation concern including pNEAS, NHA and European sites.

Table 1 Furopean Sites located within the potential Zore of Influence? of the Proposed Development.

Site Code Site name Distance {kmP
002137 Lower River Suir SAC 1.32
002162 River Barrow And River Nore SAC 0.00

The Glenmore section of the Proposed Development crosses a minor stream close to the N25, then runs
alongside the Glenmore River, crossing the River at the village of Glenmore. The Glenmore River forms part of

the River Barrow and River Nore SAC (Site Code 002162).

The Slieverue section of the Proposed Develonment lies over 1km from any European site and coes rot i vtersect

with any watercourses and there is no connectivity to any European sites.

The Qualifying Interests (Qls) and Special Conservation Interests (SCIs) of the European sites in the Zone of

influence ot the Proposed Development are provided in Table 2 below.

? All European sites poten ially connected Irrespective ot the nature or scale of the Propased Development.
Z Distances indicatad are the closest geographical distance between the Proposad Development and the European site boundary, as made
aveilable by the NPWS.

Weare Greup Environmentat Services (info@m ooregreup.ie) 12
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Figure 6. Showing European sites and NHAS/pNHAS within the wider Potential Zone of influence of the Proposeo Development.
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Fiqure 7. Detailed view of European sites inthe nearer Potent'al Zone of infiuence of the Glenmore section of the Proposed Development.
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Figure 8. Detated view of Europeon sites ir the neorer Poteniial Zone of influence of the slieverue section of the Proposed Devefopmeni.
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Tabie 2. identification of relevant Furcpean sites using Source-Pathway-Receptor mode! and compitation of
information Qls and conservation obfectives. *Priority Habitots

European site name & Site code Location Connectvity — Cansiderad
Relatve o the | Source-Pathwa further in
Proposed Receptor Screening —
Development Y/N
Site
132kmtothe |No N
Lower River Sulr SAC (002137) south of the There are no
Proposed pathways or
1029 Frashwa ter Pearl M ussel Marganitifera margaritifera Development connectivity %o
the habitats
1032 whiteclawed Crayfish Austropotamoblus pailipes and/or species of
this site.
1035 Ssa Lamprey Petromtyzon marinus
1096 Brook Lamprey Lampetra planeri
1099 River Lamprey Lampetra fluviatilis
1103 Twalte Shad Alosa faflax fakax
1106 Salmen Salmo salar
1330 Adantesalt meadows (Glaucs-Puedinellletalia
maritimae)
1355 Otter Lutrar lutra
1410 MedIterranean salt meadows (Juncetalla maritiml)
3260 Watear courses of plain to montana levels with tha
Ranuncullon flultants and CalBtricho-Batrachlon vegetation
6430 Hydrophilous tal herb fringe communites of plains and
of the montane to alpine levels
91A0 Old sesslle nak woods with Hex and Blechnum In the
British Isles
91E0 Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinasa and Fraxinus
excelsior {Alno-Padlon, Alnlon Incanae, Sallcion albae)
91J0 Taxus baceota woods of the Brivish Isles
NPWS (2017) Conservation Obj ec ives: Lower River Suir SaC
002137, Version 1. National Parks and WildlIfe Service,
Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affalrs.
000kmto the [ No N
River Barrow And Rivev Nore SAC {002162) west of the The proposed
Proposed development
1016 Desmoulin's whorl snall Vertigo moulinsfana Development crosses the
Glenmore River, a
1029 Freshwater pearl mussel Marganitifera margarftifera partof the SAC;
however the N25
1092 White-clawed crayfish Austropotemoblus paflipes intersecdonis
relatively newly
Moore Groop Environmental Services {info@mocregraup.ie) L6
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Eurvpean site name & Site code Lacation Cornecdvity - Considered
Relative to the Source-Pathway- further in
Propased Receptor Screening —
Development YIN
Site
1095 Sea lamprey Petramyzon marinus constructed and
there are no
1096 Brook lamprey Lampetra planeri pathways o the
stream or the
1693 River lamprey Lampetra fuvathils recelvingRiver
Barrow.

1103 Twalte shad Alosa folfax
1106 Atlantic salmon Saimo salar (only In fresh water)
1130 Estuarles

1140 Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low
tide

1310 Salicornia and other annuzls colonizing mud and sand

1330 Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia
maritimae)

1355 Oter Lutrs lutra

1410 Meditervanean salt meadows (luncetalla maritiml)

1421 Klilarney fem Frichomanes spedosum

1950 Nore frashwater paarl mussel AMargarfdfera durrovensis

3260 Water courses of plain to montane levels with the
Ranunculion fluitantis and Callitricho-8atrachion vegetation

4030 European dry heaths

6430 Hydrophilous tall herb fringe communities of plains and
of the montane to alpine levels

7220* Petrifying springs with tufa formation (Cratoneurion)

91A0 Old sessila oak woods with llex and Blechnum in the
Britsh Isles

61E0 * Allwvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus
excelsior (Alno-Padlon, Alnlon incanae, Salicion albae)

NPWS (2011) Conservation Obiectives: River Barrow and River
Nore SAC 002162. Verslon 1.0. National Parks and Wildlife
Service, Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht

Moare Graup Environmental Services {(info@mooregraup.ie)
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4.2. Ecological Network Supporting Natura 200G Sites

A concurrent GIS analysis of the proposed Natural Heritage Areas (pNHA) and designated Natural Heritage Areas
{NHA) in terms of their role in supporting the species using Natura 2000 sites was undertaken along with GIS
investigation of European sites. It was assumed that these supporting roles mainly related to mobile fauna such
as mammals and bircs which may use pNHAs and NHAs as ecological corridors or “stepping stories” between

Natura 2000 sites.

Article 10 of the Habitats Directive and the Habitats Regulations 2011 place a high degree of importance on such
non-Natura 2000 areas as features that connect the Natura 2000 network. Features such as ponds, woodlands
and important hedgerows were takeninto account in the decision process and during the preparation of this AA

Screening repert.

The NHAs and pNHAs identified in Figure 4 are located outside the Zone of Influence, with the exception of those
which share the boundaries of the associated River Nore and River Barrow SAC is considered under its higher

conservation status as a European site.

5. ldentification of Potential Impacts & Assessment of Significance

The Proposed Development is not directly connected wth or necessary to the management of the sites

considered in the assessment and therefore potential impacts must be identified and considered.

5.1. Assessment of Likely Signhificant Effects

The proposed development crosses the Glenmore River, a part of the SAC; however only surface water

drainage, as at present, will res ult from the development, and no significant impacts are likely.

The consideration of all potential direct and indirect impacts that may result in significant effects on the
conservation objectives of a European site, taking into account the size and scale of the Proposed Development

are presented in Table 3.

Moere Group Lnvironmental Services {info®@mooregroup.ie) L8
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Table 3 Assessment of Likely Significant Effects.

Identification of all potentialidirect and indirect impacts that may result in significant effects on the
conservation objectives of a European site, taking into account the size and scale of the project.

Impacts:

Significance of Impacts:

Construction phasee.g.
Vegetation clearance
Demalition

Surface water runoff from soi
excavation/infill/lanascaping (including borrow pits)

Dust, noise, vibration

Lighting disturbance

Impact on groundwater/dewatering

Storage of excavated/construction materials
Access to site

Pests

None

The proposed links are located on existing artificial
surfaces for the most part.

The proposed development crosses the Glenmore River,
a part of the SAC; however the N25 intersection is
relatively newly constructed and there are no pathways
to the stream or the receiving River Barrow.

Operational phase e.g.
Direct emission to air and water

Surface water runoff containing contaminant or
sediment

Lighting disturbance
Noise/vibration

Changes to water/groundwater due to drainage or
abstraction

Presence of people, vehicles and activities
Physical presence of structures (e.g. collision risks)

Potentia! for accidents or incidents

There is no real likelihood of any significant effects on
European Sites in the wider catchment area.

The facility is located at a distance of removalsuch that
there will be no disturbance to qualifying interest
species in any European sites.

Describe any likely changes to the European site:

Moare Graup Environmental Services {info@mooregraup.ie)
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Examples of the type of changes to give None.
consideration to include:
The Proposed Development site is located partly within

Reduction or fragmentation of ha bitat area a European site, however, due to its scale and nature,
and use of existing river crossings, there is norisk of
Disturbance to Ql species habitat loss or fragmentation or any effects on QI

habitats or species directly or ex-situ.
Habitat or species fragmentation

Reduction or fragmentation in species density

Changes in key indicators of conservation status
value {water quality etc.)

Changes to areas of sensitivity or threats to QI

Interference with the key relationships that define
the structure or ecoiogical function of the site

Climate change

Are ‘mitigation’ measures necessary to reach a conclusion that likely significant effecs can be ruled out at
screening?

No N/A

On the basis of the information supplied, which is considered adequate to undertake a screening determination

and having regard to:

* the ngture and scale of the pruposed development,
e the intervening land uses and distance from European sites,

e the lack of direct connections with regard to the Source-Pathway-Receptor model,

it may be concluced that the proposed cevelopment, individually or in-combination witih other plans or projects,
would not be likely to have a significant effect on the above listed European sites or any other European site, in

view of the said sites’ conservation objectives.

S5.2. Assessment of Potential In-Combination Effects

in-com bination effects are changes in the environment that result from numerous human-induced, small-scale
alterations. In-combination effects can be thought of as occurring through two main pathways: first, through
persistent additions or losses of the same materials or resource, and second, through the compounding effects

as a result of the coming together of two or more effects.

Moere Group Envirorimental Services {info@mooregroup.ie) 20
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As part of the Screening for an Appropriate Assessment, in acdition to the Proposed Development, other
relevant plans and projects in the area must also he considered at this stage. This step aims to identify at this
early stage any possible significant in-combination effects of the Proposed Development with other such plans

and projects on European sites.

Areview of the National Planning Application Database was undertaken. The first stage of this review confirmed
that there were no data gaps in the area where the Proposed Development is located. The datahase was then
queried for develepments granted planning permission within 500m of the Propesed Deve'epment within the

last three years, these are presented in Table 4 below.

Table 4.Planning applications greanted permission in the vicinity of the Proposed Development.

Planning Description of development Comments
Ref.
19302 1w erect a steel storage extension to existing industrial No potential for Incombination effects
workshop and all ancillary works given the seale and location of the project.
19400 for external and Internal aheratons with assoclated workk No potential for in-combina tion effects
o an existing fully serviced dwelling situated gven the scale and location of the project.
19415 to constructa new single storey pltched roof extension to No potential for incombination effects
the side of the existing house, consisting of a garage, boot gven the seale and location of the projact.
room, WC, office and garden room, together with new
ground floor bay window ta the rear and all assoclated site
works
19685 for 2 no. storage sheds to side of existing worshop at No potential for ln-comblnation effects
gven the scale and location of the project.
1978 to retain a change of use from sports clubhouse & changing | No potential for In-comblination e fiects
rooms to dwellinghouse & erect s singe storey extenslon given the scale and location of the project.
1o the dwelling house with sewage treatment system & all
ancillary works
19905 for the construction of a single storey garage to the rearof | Ngo potential for In-comblnation effects
our property, all with associated site development works @ven the scale and location of the project.
20416 to temporary Install 310.9x 7.3 meter single storey No potential for incombination e ffects
modular accommodation Masterkabln structure to provide given the scale and location of the project.
playschool group and afterschool facllitfes and % connect
foul drainage and surface water % combined public mains
dralnage located within the site boundary with all
assodated site works to the grounds of
20553 for the following works to the existing school, the No potential for in-combination effects
conversion of an exfsting classroom to 2 no. new offices, gven the scale and location of the praject.
the constructon of a new single storey extenslon conslsting
of1 no. new classroom, 2 no. new resource rooms, 1 no.
asslsted user we and a new link corridor together with all
ancillary and assoclated site works
2059 for the eraction of an extension and alterations to an No potential for Incomblnation e ffects
existingdwelling house and the erection ofa vehicular gven the scale and location of the project.
entance and driveway 1o serve same
20624 for constructed granny flat extension to the South gable of | Ng potental for ncombination effects
dwelling house comprising of kitchen and bedroom and given the scale and location of the praject.
revised constyucted front entrance porch and omitted
sliding door to the North elevation from granted Planning
Permission Ref No: 99/1200, Constructed additfonal
external chimney %0 the North elevation, Installed sliding
door b the West elevation In place of previously granted
window to my dwelling house
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Planning Description of development Comments

Ref.

20669 of 3 no. one storey pitched roofhouse extensions to the No potential for incomblnation effects
wast, north, and east side of original one storey-3 bedroom gven the scale and location of the project.
dwelling, which now comprises 5 no. bedrooms, 2 no.
toilets and living areas, together with all asseciated internal
and external alterations. Permission Is also sought to retaln
2 no. onestorey starage outbulldings tagether with all
boundary treatments, landscaping works and all related site
works that were carried out

20795 for constructed Granny flat to dwelling house as opposed 1 | Ng potential for Incombination effects
Garage with Bedroom and En-suita from praviously granted | dven the scale and location of the project.
Planning Permission RefNo: 89/70 with foul drainage
connected to Public Mains In road with Planning Permission
being sought for proposed Sunroom extension to the
Granny flatand Install new Velux rooflight and replace
sliding door with new windaw to the Granny flat
Kitchen/Dining room by my dwelling house

2111 s being sought to form new vehicular site entrance and No potential for incomblination effects
construct four bedroom dormer dwelling house and gven the scale and location of the project.
connect foul drainage to wastewater treatment systemn and
percolation beds with all associated site works to my site

21147 1o esect a dwelling house, detached garage, sewage No potential for in~<combination effects
treatment system and all andllary works given the scale and location of the project.

21203 for 2 car parking spaces No potential for In-combination effects

gven the scale and location of the project.

2122 o construst a single storey tamlly extension to the rear of No potential for in~combination effects
existing single storey dwelllng and all asscclated works given the scale and location of the project.

21722 o constructa new singe storey pitched roof, garden and No potential for in-combination effects
household store with art studio and workshop together given thescale and location of the project.
with all assoclzted site works

2173 o erect a detached domestic Garage & office on my No potential for in-combination effects
property given the scale and location of the project.

21772 for: Erection of signage to the front elevabion of the existing | No potential for in-combination effects
bullding contalning the name of the schoal. Erection of gven the scale and location of the project.
free-standing signage to the front garden of the school
contalning the schaol's name and branding. All assoclated
anclliary site development works

21980 for the erection of a dwelling house, domestic garage, No potential for In~comblnation effects
sewag® treatmentsystem and all ancillary works at gven the scale and location of the project.

21991 far change of use of fast food take away use to residential No potential for in-combination effects
use to form part of the exlsting dwelllng house adjacent and given the scale and location of the project.
over the fast food take away), alterations and assaclated
works

22107 0 erecta dwelling house, detached garage & all ancillary No potential for In-combination effects
works @ven the scale and location of the project.

22215 for alterations and extenslon to exlsting dwelling house No potentlal for in-combination effects
comprising of the remeval of an existing porch, gven the scale and location of the project.
construction of a single storey extenslon and all assoclated
slte works

2287 o evecta dwellinghouse, detached garage, sewage No patential for incombination effects
ueatmentsystem and all andillary works gven the scale and location of the project.

The Kilkenny County Development Plan in complying with the requirements of the Habitats Directive -equires
that all Projects and Plans that could affect the Natura 2000 sites in the same potential Zone of Influence of the

Proposed Development site would be initially screened for Appropriate Assessment and if requiring Stage 2 AA,

53
I~

Moore Group Environmental Services (info@mocregroup.ig)

South East Greenway Link to Glenmore Village — Chief Executives Report

Page 139




SE Greenway Links, Repert for Approcriate Assessment Soreening 22173

that appropriate employable mitigation measures would be put in place to avoid, reduce or ameliorate negative
impacts. In this way any, in-combination impacts with Plans or Projects for the proposed development area and

surrounding townlands in which the proposed development site islocated, would be avoided.

The listed developments have bean granted permission in most cases with conditions relating to sustainable
development by the consenting authority in compliance with the relevant Local Authority Developrrent Plan
and in compliance with the Local Authority requirement with regard to the Habitats Directive. The development
cannot have reccived planning permission without having met the consenting authority requirement in this

regard.

There are no predicted in-combination ettects given that 't is predicted that the Proposed Development will

have ro effect on any European site.

Any new applications for the Proposed Development area will be assessed on a case by case basis in#ially by
Kilkenny County Council which will determine the requirement for AA Screening as per the requirements of

Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive.

6. Conclusion

There are no predicted effects on any European sites given:

e There are no predicted emissions to air, water or the environment during the construction or

operational phases that would result in significant effects.
It has been objectively concluded by Moore Group Environmental Services that:

1. The Proposed Development is not directly connected with, or necessary to the conservation
management of the European sites considered in this assessment.

2. The Proposed Development is unlikely to either directly or indirectly significantly affect the Qualifying
interests or Conservation Objectives of the European sites considered in this assessment.

3. The Proposed Deve lopment, alone or in combination with other projects, is not likely to have significant
effects on the European sites considered in this assessment in view of their conservation objectives.

4. Itis possible to conclude that significant effects can be excluded at the screening stage.

It can be excluded, on the basis of objective information, that the Proposed Development, individually or in

combination with other plans or projects, will have a significant effect on a European s'te.

An appropriate assessment is not, therefore, required.

Moore Group Environmental Services {info®m coregroup.ie) 23

South East Greenway Link to Glenmore Village — Chief Executives Report Page 140




SE Greenway Links, Recert for Approcriate Assessment Soreening 2173

A finding of no significant effects report is presented in Appendix A in accordance wth the EU Commission’s

methodo!ogical guicance {European Commission, 2002).
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Appendix A

FINDING OF NO SIGN{IFICANT EFFECTS REPORT

Name of project or plan

South East Greenway Links

Name and focation of the Natura 2000 site(s)

The Glenmore section of the Proposed Development crosses a minor stream close to the N25, then runs
alongside the Glenmore River, crossing the River at the village of Glenmore. The Glenmore Riverforms part of
the River Barrow and River Nore SAC (Site Code 002162). The proposed development crosses the Glenmore
River, apart of the SAC; however the N25intersection is relative'y newly constructed and there are no pathways
to the stream or the receiving River Barrow. The Slieverue section of the Proposec Develgpment lies over 1km
from any European site. it does not intersect with any watercourses, and there is no connectivity to any
European sites.

Description of the project or plan

The Proposed Development consists of the construction and operation of connecting links from the South East
Greenway to the villages of Slieverue and Glenmore in Co. Kilkenny, to provice access 10 the villages from the
Greenway for pedestrians and cyclists. Fach route is approximately 1.8km, and consists of assorted
improvements along these routes, including bridges, underpass, paths and bollards.

Is the project or plan directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site(s)

No

Are there other projects or plans that together with the projects or plan being assessed could affect the site

A review of the National Planning Application Database was undertaken. The first stage of this review confirmed
that there were no data gaps inthe area where the Proposed Development is located. The database was then
queried for deve opments granted planning permission within 500m of the Proposed Development within the
last three years, these are presented in the Table below.

Planning epoiications granted permission in the vicinity of the Proposed Development.

Planning Description of development Comments
Ref.
19302 ™ efecta steel storage extension t existng Industrial No potential for in-comblination effects
workshop and all ancillary works given the scale and location of the praject.
19400 for external and Internal alterations with assodlated works | Ng potential for in~combination effects
to an existing fully serviced dwelling situated ghven the scale and location of the project.
19415 o construct a new single storey pitched roof extension to No potential for in-combination effects

the slde of the existing house, conslsting of a garage, boot gven the scale and location of the project.
room, WC, office and garden room, together with new

ground floor bay window to the rear and all assoclated site

works
19685 for 2 no. storaga sheds to side of existing workshop at No potential for lv-comblination effects
ghven the scale and location of the project.
1978 t retalna change of use from sparts clubhouse & changing | no potential for in-comblination effects

rooms to dwelling house & erect 2 single storey extension
to the dwelling house with sewage treatment system & all
anclllary works

given the scale and location of the project.

Moare Greup Environmental Services (info@m ooregroup.ie) 25
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Planning
Ref.

Description of development

Comments

19905

for the construction of a single storey garage to the rear of
our property, all with associated slte development works

No potential for in-combination effects
given the scale and location of the project.

20416

1 temporary Install a 10.9 x 7.3 meter single siorey
modular ascommodation Masberkablin structure to provide
playschool group and afterschool facllities and to connect
foul drainage and surface water to combined public mains
dralnage located within the site boundary with alt
assocated site works to the grounds of

No potential for ln~combination effects
gven the scale and location of the project.

20553

for the following works 1o the exlsting school, the
conversion ofan existing classroom to 2 no.new offlees,
the constructon of a new single storey extenslon consisting
of1 no. new classroom, 2 no. new resource rooms, 1 no.
assisted user we and a new link corridor together with all
ancillary and assoclated site works

No potential for in<combination effects
given the scale and location of the prgject.

2059

for the erection of an extenslon and alterations to an
existingdwelling house and the erection of a vehicular
entrance and driveway 1o serve same

No potential for in<comblnation effects
given the scale and location of the prgject.

20624

for constructed granny flatextension to the South gable of
dwelling house comprising of kitchen and bedroom and
revised constructed front entrance porch and omitted
sliding door to the North elevation from granted Planning
Permission Ref No: 98/1200, Constructed additional
external chimney to the North elevation, installed siding
door to the West elevation in place of previously granted
window w0 my dwelling house

No potental for incombination effects
given the scale and location of the project.

20669

of 3 no. one stwray pitched roof-house @xtensions w the
west, north, and eastside of original one storey-3 bedroom
dwelling, which new comprises 5 no. bedrooins, 2 ne.
tollets and Iving areas, together with all assoclated Intarnal
and external atterations. Permission is also sought to retain
2 no. one-sworey storage outbulldings together with all
boundary treatments, landscaping works and all related site
warks that were earrled out

No potential for in~comblnation effects
®ven thescale and location of the praject.

20795

for constructed Granny flat %o dwelling house as opposed to
Garage with Bedroom and En-suite from previously granted
Planning Permission Ref No: 98/70 with foul drainage
connected to Public Mains n road with Planning Permission
belng sought for proposed Sunroom extension to the
Granny flatand Install new Velux rooflight and replace
sliding door with new window to the Granny flat
Kitchen/Dining room by my dwellinghouse

No potential for incomblnation effects
given the scale and location of the project.

2111

is being sought to form new vehicular site entrance and
construct four bedroom dormer dwelling house and
connect foul drainage to wastewater teatment system and
percolation beds with all associated site works to my slte

No potential for in-combination effects
@ven the scale and location of the project.

21147

to erect a dwelling house, detached garage, sewage
treatment system and all andlllary works

No potental for incombination e ffects
given the scale and focation of the project.

21203

for 2 car parking spaces

No potential for in<comblnation effects
given the scale and location of the prafect.

2122

o construst a single storey family extenslon to the rear of
existing single storey dwelllng and all asscclated works

No potential for incombination effects
given the scale and location of the proj ect.

21722

to construct a new single storey pitched roof, garden and
household store with art studio and workshop together
with all assoclated site works

No potential for in<combination effects
given the scale and location of the project.

2173

o erect a detached domestic Garage & office on my
property

No potential for in-combination e ffects
given the scaleand location of the project.
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Planning Description of development Comments

Ref,

21772 for: Erection of signage to the front elevation of the axising | No potential for in-comblnation effects
bullding containing the name of the school. Erection of @ven the scale and location of the profect.
free-standing signage to the frent garden of the school
containing the school's name and branding. All associated
anclllary sits development works

21980 for the erection of a dwelling house, domestc garage, No potential for ln-combination effects
sewage treatment system and all anclllary works at gven the scale and location of the project.

21971 for change of use of fast food take awsy use to residental No potential for incombination e ffects
use to form part of the existing dwelling house adjacentand | wyen the scale and focation of the project.
over the fast food take away, alterations and assoclated
wotks

22107 o erect a dwelling house, detached garage & all anclliary No potential for In-combination effects
waorks gven the scale and location of the project.

22215 for alterations and extension to existing dwelling house No potential for in<combination effects
comprising of the removal of an existing porch, given the scale and location of the proiect.
construction ofa sIngle storey extension and all assoclated
site works

2287 o esect a dwelling house, detached garage, sewage No potental for in-combination e ffects
weatmentsystem and all ancillary works glven the scale and location of the project.

The Kilkenny County Development Plan in complying with the requirements of the Habitats Directive -equires
that all Projects and Plans that could affect the Natura 2000 sites inthe same potential Zone of Influence of the
Proposed Development site would be initially screened for Appropriate Assessment and if requiring Stage 2 AA,
that appropriate employable mitigation measures would be put in place to avoid, reduce or ameliorate negative
impacts. In this way any, in-combination impacts with Plans or Projects forthe proposed development area and
surrounding townlands in which the proposed development site is |ocated, would be avoided.

The listed developments have been granted permission in most cases with conditions relating to sustainable
development by the consenting authority in compliance with the relevant Local Authority Development Plan
and in compliance with the Local Authority requirement for regard to the Habtats Directive. The development
cannot have received planning permission without having met the consenting authority requirement in this
regard. There are no gredicted in-combination effects given that it is predicted that the Proposed Development
will have no effect on any European site.

There are no predicted in-combination effects given that the reasons discussed in the ‘Comments’ column of
the Table above and given that the Proposed Development is unlikely to have any adverse effects on any
European sites.

Any new applications for the Proposed Development area will be assessed on a case by case basis infialfy by
Kilkenny County Council which will determine the reguirement for AA Screening as per the requirements of
Article 6(3) of the Kabitats Directive.

THE ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECTS

Describe how the project or plan {(alone or in combination) is llkely ta affect the Natura 2000 site.

The proposed development crosses the Glenmore River, a part of the SAC; however only surface water
drainage, as at present, will result from the development, and no significant impacts are likely.

Explain why these effects are not consldered significant.
There are no predicted effects on any European sites given:

e There are no predicted emissions to air, water or the environment during the construction or
operational phases that would result in significant effects

Moare Group Environmental Services {info®m oaregroup.ie) 27

Page 144

South East Greenway Link to Glenmore Village — Chief Executives Report




SE Greenway Links, Rerort for Apprecriate Asse ssment Soreening 22173

List of agencies cansulted: provide contact name and telephone or e-mall address

The requirement for Appropriate Assessment Screening was determined during pre-planning discussion with
Kilkenny County Council.

Response to consultation

N/A.

DATA COLLECTED TO CARRY OUT THE ASSESSMENT

Wha carried out the assessment

Moore Group Environmental Services.

Sources of data
NPWS database of designated sites at www.npws.ie

National Biodiversity Data Centre database http://maps.biodiversityireland. e

Level of assessment campleted

Desktop Assessment. Fieldwork was carried out as part of the EIA process.

Where can the full results of the assessment be accessed and viewed

Kilkenny County Council Planning web portal.

OVERALL CONCLUSIONS

There are no predicted effects on any European sites given:

e There are no predicted emissions to air, water or the environment during the construction or
operational phasesthat would result in significant effects.

it has been objectively concluded by Moore Group Environmental Services that:

1. The Proposed Development is not directly connected with, or necessary to the conservation
management of the European sites considered in this assessment.

2. The Proposed Development is unlikely to either directly or indirect'y significantly affect the Qualifying
interests or Conservation Objectives of the European sites considered in this assessment.

3. The Proposed Deve lopment, alone or in cormbination with other projects, is not likely to have significant
effects on the European sites considered in this assessment in view of their conservation objectives.

4. Itis possible to conclude that significant effects can be excluded at the screening stage.

it can be excl/uded, on the basis of objective information, that the Proposed Development, individually or in
combination with other plans or projects, will have a significant etfect on a European site.

An appropriate assessment is not, therefore, required.
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Traffic Count & Speed Survey Data

Sierzega Elektronik GmbH
Thirnau 55. A-4062 Thening
Tel.: +43-722164114-0. Fax:-14
Mail: office@sierzega.at

Web: www.sierzega.at
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Maproad PMS Accident Data 1990 -2020

@ > Macrosc Lsyers
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(@ o° Coliisicns (incident Type)
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@ Death
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