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INTRODUCTION 

This report has been prepared for submission to the Elected Members of Kilkenny County 
Council and contains information regarding the proposed development. It also includes 
issues raised following the erection of the public notice of the proposed development with the 
display for public inspection of the plans and particulars and other matters as required in 
accordance with Section 179 of the Planning & Development Acts, 2000 as amended. 

BACKGROUND 

The repurposing of the disused New Ross-Waterford Railway line into a world class amenity, 

namely the South East Greenway, hereafter SEG, will significantly enhance the tourism offering of 

Kilkenny and the South  East region. This 24km Greenway linking New Ross and Waterford has 

the potential to create massive economic growth for the area. However, the fact that the 

Greenway does not go directly through any of the settlements along the 22km of the Greenway 

within Kilkenny poses a distinct challenge. Thus, if we are to realise the economic benefits arising 

out of this major capital investment into the area we need to develop attractive and safe 

connectivity links from the Greenway to the nearby villages of Glenmore and Slieverue initially, 

with a wider objective to extend the greenway northwest to Woodstock, lnisitioge and to the north 

to the Barrow Way, St. Mullin's. It is an objective of Kilkenny County Council as per the Kilkenny 

City & County Development Plan 2021-2027 (Objective 12P) to provide connections to SEG to 

settlements along its route. 
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In 2021, in collaboration with Kilkenny LEADER Partnership and Trail Kilkenny, technical 

consultants were engaged to undertake a Feasibility Study and Route Selection & Design Options 

Report for pedestrian / cyclist links from the SEG to the villages of Glenmore and Slieverue. The 

studies concluded that both links were feasible and the route selection and design options report 

was completed for each location. 

With respect to Glenmore village, 5 route options were considered between the SEG and the N25 

Road and 3 route options were assessed from the N25 Road to the Glenmore village. The route 

put forward under this planning process is the preferred route as recommended in the route 

options report ( a full copy of the report is available in Appendix 7.) 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

This scheme will provide for a purpose-built safe, comfortable cycling and walking environment 
which will connect the SEG with Glenmore village. 

The proposal put forward provides for the following: -

• Accommodation works consisting of security fencing, agricultural gates, stock proof fencing

to facilitate landowners;

• The clearance of vegetation on the link corridor, retaining boundary hedgerows and

boundaiy vegetation where possible;

• Repair and upgrade of existing drainage;

• Excavation and installation of retaining structures on L - 7513 up to N - 25 underpass;

• Laying of a 3-metre-wide bituminous surface on a crushed stone base to form a proposed

pedestrian and cycle corridor;

• Alteration to footpaths at the two underpasses, namely N25 at L - 7513 & N25 /L - 7501;

• Alterations/ setbacks to vehicle restraint systems along L - 7513 / L - 7539 / L - 7501;

• Installation of barriers for the safety of Greenway users;

• Installation of road signage, markings, lighting, pedestrian/ cyclist crossings and ramps

along existing road and path infrastructure through shared surface.

Additional proposals and modifications put forward, having considered submissions received 

during the consultation process, include: 

• The construction of a series of passing bays along the Cappagh Road from Jamestown Cross
to the village. The location of passing bays will be such to maximise forward visibility along
this section road and it is estimated that between 5 and 8 bays will be installed;

• Modifications to N25 Overpass on the LS7513 reducing the carriageway width from 5.7m to

4.2 and increasing the footpath width from 1.Sm to 3.0m. The works will also include the

introduction of Yield-Right-of-Way traffic management regime;

• Modifications to N25 Overpass on the LS7501 reducing the carriageway width from 4.lm to

3.1 and increasing the footpath width from 1.Sm to 2.Sm The works will also include the

introduction of Yield-Right-of-Way traffic management regime. It is also noted that a height
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restriction of 3.lm is in place on this underpass which dictates the size of vehicles that can 
travel under same; 

• Installation of short section of recycled plastic boardwalk or similar to span watercourse
• Provision for landscaping and street furniture.

PRE-PLANNING 

As part of the route selection & design options study the Consultancy Team contacted 
affected landowners along the various emerging route options in early 2022 and an open evening 

was held in Glenmore Parish Hall on the 10th March 2022 to allow the public view the options 
and make comment on same. 

2 presentations during the feasibility and route selection process were presented to the Piltown 
Municipal District Members as the project progressed. 

More recently, as part of the planning application process, the Council's Project Office & Parks 
Section was advised of the planning requirements through a formal pre-planning submission prior 
to lodging the Part 8 Planning application - Planning Ref No. 01-23. 

NOTICE OF DEVELOPMENT 

The affected landowners, along the preferred route option were contacted in advance of the Part 8 
Planning Notice being advertised and the commencement of the statuto1y consultation period. 

The Part 8 application for the proposed development was advertised by Notice in the Kilkenny 

People newspaper, published on Wednesday 2nd August 2023. Notices were also erected at various 
locations along the proposed link corridor on that date. The notice was also included in the 

Glenmore Parish notes, weekending the 6th of August. For copy of Notice and on-site notice images 
refer to Appendix 1. 

Details of the proposed scheme were also advertised via the Kilkenny County Council Public 
Consultation Portal http://consult.ki1kem1y.ie/ and via Kilkenny County Council website. 

Plans and particulars for the proposed Scheme were made available for inspection from 

Wednesday the 2nd of August, 2023 to Tuesday the 5th of September 2023 inclusive and at the 
following offices: 

• Planning Department, Kilkenny County Council, County Hall, John St., Kilkenny City from

9am to 1pm & 2pm to 4pm Monday to Friday (excluding weekends and Bank Holidays).

• Ferrybank Libraiy, Ferrybank Shopping Centre, Ferrybank, Co. Kilkenny from 10am to
1.30pm and 2.30pm to 5pm Tuesday, Thursday and Fridays, Wednesday, 10am to 1.30pm
and 2.30pm to 7pm Saturday 9.30am to 1.30pm.

• Kilkenny County Council, Fenybank Area Office, Ferrybank Shopping Centre, Fenybank,
Co. Kilkenny from 9am to 1pm & 2pm to 5pm Monday to F1iday (Except Public Holidays).
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P1ior to the submission deadline, a public information evening was held in the Glenmore Parish 

Hall on Wednesday 13th September between 2.00 & 5.00pm. This event was advertised in 
the Kilkenny People newspaper and the Glenmore Parish notes in Glenmore. The event was 

attended by council officials to explain the proposed project and to answer any questions on same. 

Feedback forms were made available and three f01n1s were subsequently submitted, refer to 

Appendix 6. 

Prior to the above, landowners along the preferred route were contacted and face to face meetings 

were held on the 6th and 7th of September 2023. 

Submissions and observations were invited with respect to the proposed development up 

to Tuesday the 19th September 2023. Submissions could be made via; 

• online at https:/ / consult.kilkenny.ie/ en or
• via email to GreenwayLinkGlenmore@kilkennycoco.ie
• in writing to the Planning Department, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny

The documents were placed on public display as follows:-

• Part VIII Explanatory Booklet;
• Appendix 1 Notice of Proposed Development;
• Appendix 1A Advertisement Notice;
• Appendix 2 Route Selection and Design Options Report;
• Appendix 3 Scheme Drawings;
• Appendix 4 Appropriate Assessment Screening Report;
• Appendix 5 Road Safety Audit Stage 1.

REFF ERA LS 

The following Statutory and Non-Statutory Bodies were invited to make submissions on the 

scheme: -

• National Parks and Wildlife Section (NPWS);
• Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII);
• Department of Transport;
• Department of Housing, Local Government and He1itage;
• Roads Design Office, Kilkenny County Council;
• U isce Eireann;
• Parks Office, Kilkenny County Council;
• Environment Office, Kilkenny County Council.
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SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED 

The names of those who made submissions are listed in the following table:-

List of Submissions 

1 John Malone 

2 John Kirwan 
3 Edward & Eilish Doolan x 2 
4 Bretta O' Callaghan 

5 Des & Rose Ennett 

6 Jacqueline Walsh 
7 Nicholas Kelly x 2 

8 Thomas Walsh 

9 Maria Treacy 
10 Gerard Doherty 

11 Road Design Kilkenny County Council 

12 Transport Infrastructure Ireland - Landuse Planning Unit 

13 Uisce Eireann 

Submissions and responses to same are provided in Appendix 5. Copies of the original submissions 

received are provided in Appendix 6. The particular issues raised in the submissions are outlined 

and considered in the Senior Planner's Report, in Appendix 4. 

On foot of reviewing the submissions received, a Workshop was held with the Piltown 

MD Members on the 1st November, 2023. Modifications to address conce1ns raised within 

the submissions received to the original proposal were discussed. It was subsequently agreed that 

the proposal should go before Council for consideration subject to the inclusion of the 

modifications discussed. 

DESIGN CRITERIA 

The design of the proposed SEG link corridor to Glenmore village has taken into consideration the 

requirements of the following Regulations and Policy documents: -

• Planning & Development Act 2000, as amended;

• Planning & Development Regulations, 2001, as amended;

• The Kilkenny City & County Development Plan 2021-2027;

• Kilkenny County Council Climate Change Adaptation Strategy 2019 - 2024;
• Kilkenny County Council Pollinator Action Plan 2020;

• All Ireland Pollinator Plan and related guidance documents (Councils: Actions to Help
Pollinators) National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC); (Adopted by Kilkenny County
Council)

• Aftercare and landscape maintenance requirements;

• National Climate Action Plan 2023 - CAP 2023;

• National Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-2021;
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• The Biodiversity Climate Change Sectoral Adaptation Plan 2019;
• Building for Eve1yone: A Universal Design Approach Book 1 External environment and

approach National Disability Autho1ity;
• TII Rural Road Link Design DN-GEO-03031 June 2017;
• TII Rural Cycleway Design (Offline & Greenway) DNG-GEO-03047 August 2022;
• TII technical Acceptance of Road Structures on Motorways and Other National Roads DN­

STR-03001 April 2019.

IMPLICATIONS FOR THE PROPER PLANNING AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

OF THE AREA 

The Planning Authority has determined that the proposed development is consistent with the 

proper planning and sustainable development of the area of the proposed development (See 

Senior Planner's Report in Appendix 4) and the proposed development is consistent with the 

provisions of the Kilkenny City & County Development Plan 2021-2027. 

KILKENNY COUNTY COUNCIL'S INTENTION WITH REGARD TO THE 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

Proposed Development: Part VIII Proposal. 

The development of a pedestrian and cycle link connecting the South East Greenway to the 

village of Glenmore, County Kilkenny. 

I recommend that Kilkenny County Council proceed with the proposed development in accordance 

with the plans and particulars made available for public inspection and taking into account the 

recommendations made by the Planning Department and other commitments given in this report. 

Signed: 

Sean McKeown 

Director of Service 

I recommend that Kilkenny County Council proceed with the proposed development in accordance 
with the plans made available for public inspection and modification proposed thereto within this 
report, taking into account the recommendations made by the Planning Department and other 
Service Departments. 

Signed: 

Lar Power 

Chief Executive 
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Appendix 1 

COPY OF PUBLIC NOTICE 
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Comhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh 

Kilkenny County Council 

Notice of proposed development by a Local Authority 

Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 - as amended 

Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 - as amended 

South East Greenway Link to Glenmore Village, Co. Kilkenny 

In accordance with the provisions of Part XI of the Planning & Development Act 2000, as amended, and Part 8, Article 81, of 

Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended Kilkenny County Council as lead authority hereby gives notice of 

proposals pertaining to the following development: 

The project involves the development of a pedestrian and cycle corridor 3.0m in width (length approximately 1.86km). The 

proposed linkage connects the Car park at Ballyverneen by way of the L - 7513-14 through the existing N25 underpass to the 

junction of L- 7513. Continuing through the second existing N25 underpass to the Junction with L -7510. Construction of a new 

corridor located in private lands inside hedge line along L - 7510 into the Village of Glenmore. Corridor re-joins existing public 

road L - 7510 with introduced traffic calming measures. 

The route comprises 1,860 metres in length through existing road and footpath network. Third party lands to be acquired at the 

junctions of L - 7539 & L - 7501 and at the junction of L - 7501 & L - 7510 into Glenmore Village requiring third party land 

acquisitions. 

The proposal put forward provides for the following: 

• Accommodation works consisting of security fencing, agricultural gates, stock proof fencing to facilitate landowners.

• The clearance of vegetation on the link corridor, retaining boundary hedgerows and boundary vegetation where possible.

• Repair and upgrade of existing drainage.

• Excavation and installation of retaining structures on L - 7513 up to N - 25 underpass.

• Laying of a 3-metre-wide bituminous surface on a crushed stone base to form a proposed pedestrian and cycle corridor.

• Alteration to footpaths in the two underpasses of N25 at L - 7513 & L- 7501.

• Alterations/setbacks to vehicle restraint systems along L - 7513/ L - 7539/ L - 7501.

• Installation of barriers for the safety of Greenway users.

• Installation of road signage, markings, lighting, pedestrian/cyclist crossings and ramps along existing road and path

infrastructure through shared surface.

Plans and particulars of the proposed development will be available for inspection from Wednesday the 02nd of August, 2023 to 

Tuesday the 5th of September 2023 inclusive, on the consult website: https://consult.kilkenny.ie/en and at the following offices: 
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Location Opening Hours 

Planning Department, Kilkenny County Council, From 9am to 1pm & 2pm to 5pm 

County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny Monday to Friday (Except Public Holidays) 

Ferrybank Library, Tuesday, Thursday and Fridays 

Ferrybank Shopping Centre, From 10am to 1.30pm, 2.30pm to 5pm 

Ferrybank, Wednesday 10am to 1.30pm, 2.30pm to 7pm 

Co. Kilkenny Saturday 9.30am to 1.30pm 

Kilkenny County Council, From 9am to 1pm & 2pm to 5pm 

Ferrybank Area Office, Monday to Friday (Except Public Holidays) 

Ferrybank Shopping Centre, 

Ferrybank, 

Co. Kilkenny 

Submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper planning and sustainable 

development of the area in which the development will be carried out, may be made 

• online at https://consult.kilkenny.ie/en or
• via email to GreenwayLinkGlenmore@kilkennycoco.ie
• in writing to the Planning Department, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny

The latest date for receipt of submissions on the above scheme is Tuesday the 19th of September, 2023. 

Submissions should be clearly marked 'South East Greenway link to Glenmore village'. 

In accordance with the requirements of Article 120(1)(a) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) the 

Planning authority has made a preliminary examination of the nature, size and location of the proposed development. The 

authority has concluded that there is no real likelihood of significant effects on the environment arising from the proposed 

development and a determination has been made that an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is not required. As per Article 

120(3) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended), where any person considers that the development 

proposed to be carried out would be likely to have significant effects on the environment, he or she may, at any time before the 

expiration of 4 weeks beginning on the date of the publication of this notice apply to An Bord Pleanala for a screening 

determination as to whether the development would be likely to have a significant effect on the environment. 

Denis Malone, 

A/ Director of Services, 

Kilkenny County Council, 

County Buildings, 

John Street, 

Kilkenny 
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Ballyverneen Carpark 

Entrance 

L7513-14 /L7501 L7501-60 jw1ction adjacent 
to N25 Roundabout 
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[ 
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Appendix 2 

Part 8 Display Drawings 
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on approach to access

PROPOSED LAYOUT - GLENMORE - Sheet 3 of 3
(BALLYVENEEN / SOUTH EAST GREENWAY)

SOUTH EAST GREENWAY LINKAGE DESIGN

Drawing summary:
• 3m wide cycle track is provided on the eastern side of the L7513 within the existing verge / public lands.
• Retaining wall/structure to be provided along the eastern verge of the track in lieu of extensive earthworks in

the vicinity of the N25 New Ross Bypass underbridge.
• The track is separated from the carriageway with a double kerb or similar on the carriageway side.
• A controlled crossing across the proposed Ballyverneen carpark access road provides access to the car

park and from there to the proposed South East Greenway
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7 Ormonde Road,
Kilkenny, R95 N4FE.
Tel:  +353(0)567795800
E-mail:  info@roadplan.ie

ST. James's Church

GLENMORE

L7501

N25 Waterford Road

N25 New Ross Bypass

Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Bridge

Proposed South East Greenway

Glenmore Roundabout

R723

CAPPAGH TD

GRAIGUENAKILL TD

BALLYBRAGHY TD

RIVER BARROW

RIVER BARROW

Proposed South East Greenway

Greenway Linkage

Greenway Linkage
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National School

Ballyvemeen

N25 Waterford

Note 1 Note 2

Note 1
It is proposed to introduce a series of passing bays, from the
Cappagh Rd / Jamestown Junction LS7510 / LS7501 to Glenmore village.
The inclusion of same will be provided for in the detail design for the
Greenway Connectivity Link.
In general, this design will provide for an adequate width for vehicles to pass each other,
up to a maximum of 6.5m full carriageway width.
The passing bays will incorporate entry and exit transitions along with a dwell area.
The passing bays will be provided at regular intervals, providing  forward visibility in
the range of 90lin.m to 145lin.m.
The number of passing bays is expected to be in the region of 5no. to 8no.
The provision of the above will likely require localised sections of hedgerow removal,
pruning of overhanding tree branches and associated drainage works.

Note 2
The proposed Greenway connectivity link will be designed to
accommodate the proposed bus pull in area off the LS7501 Jamestown.

Note 3
Modifications to N25 Overpass on the LS7513  - increase the originally proposed
carriageway width from 3.0m to 4.2 and increasing the exiting
footpath width to 3.0m to accommodate both cyclists and pedestrians.
The introduction of Yield-Right-of-Way traffic management regime is retained.

Note 4
Modifications to N25 Overpass on the LS7501 increasing the originally proposed
carriageway width from 3.0m to 3.1 and increasing the existing footpath
width from 1.5m to 2.5m.
The introduction of Yield-Right-of-Way traffic management regime is retained.
It is also noted that height restriction of 3.1m in place on this underpass
which dictates the size of vehicles that can travel under same.

Note 5
Minor modifications can be accommodated at detail design
to eliminate the need to acquire a small area of land at
Ballyverneen (submission 2sq.m)

Note 6
Proposed 3m wide recycled plastic, or similar , boardwalk across watercourse.

Note 3

Note 4

Note 5

Note 6

REV B

Notes Added TONA 08/11/23 AC AC
B Local road numbers added 08/11/23 AC AC AC
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Part 8 Ref: 01/23 

Chontae Chill Chainnigh 

Kilkenny County Council 

Planning Report 

Planning & Development Act 2000, as amended 
Planning & Development Regulations 2001, as amended 

Development: The project comprises the development of a pedestrian and cycle corridor linking the 

South East Greenway with the Village of Glenmore Village. The route is approximately 

1.86km in length and is 3.0 meters wide. 

The proposed linkage connects the car park at Ballyverneen by way of the L-7513 
through existing N25 underpass to the junction of L-7513. The route continues through 

the second existing N25 underpass to the junction with L-7510. The new corridor to be 

constructed is located on private lands inside the hedge line along L-7510 into the Village 
of Glenmore. The corridor then re-joins the existing public road L-7510 with introduced 

traffic calming measures. 

Third party lands to be acquired at the junctions of L-7539 and L-7501 and at the 

junction of L-7501 and L-7510 into Glenmore Village requiring third party land 
acquisitions. 

The proposal put forward provides for the following: 

► Accommodation works consisting of security fencing, agricultural gates, and stock
proof fencing to facilitate landowners.

► The clearance of vegetation on the link corridor, retaining boundary hedgerows, and
boundary vegetation where possible.

► Repair and upgrade of existing drainage.
► Excavation and installation of retaining structures on L-7513 up to N-25 underpass.
► Laying of a 3-metre-wide bituminous surface on a crushed stone base to form a

proposed pedestrian cycle corridor.
► Alteration to footpaths in the two underpasses of N25 at L-7513 and L-7501.

► Alterations / setbacks to vehicle restraint systems along L-7513, L-7539, and L-7501.

► Installation of barriers for the safety of Greenway users.
► Installation of road signage, markings, lighting, pedestrian/cyclist crossings and

ramps along existing road and path infrastructure through shared surface.

Site Location and Description 
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The site is located n01th of the village of Glenmore and rnns parallel to the local road network (L-7510-29, L-
7510-60 and L-7513-14) for 1.86km linking up with the South East Greenway at Ballyvemeen Car Park. The 
subject lands are east of the L-7510-29, and L-7513-14 and lie south of the L-7510-60. The lands are primarily 
greenfield and in agricultural use. The topography of the site is steep for large paiis paiiicularly along with L-
7510-29 where the land falls heavily in a south east direction from the public road towards the N25. 

Proposed link is outlined with dashed green line in map extract below. 

- - -

LS7510 
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;' 

,,, 
,, 

,, 

(GLENMORE! 

mI.ll 

Kilkenny City and County Development Plan 2021 - 2027 

5.3 - Tourism, Creative Industries and Se1vices 
It is council policy to "support cycle and walking tourism initiatives, in tandem with the development of 
Greenway's and Blueway's in the County". 

It is an objective to "continue to develop sustainable high-quality tourism, leisure and complementa,y 
activities for the City and County with the key stakeholders enhancing the position of Kilkenny as a Hero site 
within Ireland's Ancient East branding". 

5.3.1 - Kilkenny County 
Outside the City, the tourism sector continues to be a crncial element of community and econormc 
development. Recent developments, which shall be encouraged and supported include: 

"Kilkenny Greenway as part of the South East Greenway in South of the County. " 

5.3.5 - Outlook 
The council will continue to develop the tourism offering in Kilkenny focusing on developing a visitor plan 
for the South East Greenway inc01porating the Kilkenny Greenway. 

5.3.6- Tourism Objectives 
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5F: Development of the Kilkenny Greenway as pali of the South East Greenway in South 
Kilkenny. 

5G: Development of the Waterford to Rosslare Greenway 

8.3 - Trails, Cycleways, Walkways and Linear Parks 
The Council will suppo1i, promote and facilitate a comprehensive network of greenways, linking parks and 
pubic open spaces to the Regional and National Greenway Networks. 

8.4- Greenways and Blueway's 
It is noted that the South East Greenway primarily passes through County Kilkenny. The Council will 
investigate the potential of and oppo1iunities for the funding of walking and cycling greenways and trails in 
the county, and for the development of linkages between existing trails and others in adjoining counties. 

The Council will cooperate with other state agencies in the development of blueways along existing 
watercourses as considered appropriate with existing greenways and blueways. 

The Council will suppo1i the progression of long-distance linear green ways and green way town networks, and 
the fmther development and improvements of cycling and walking trails and paths in County Kilkenny, and 
the provision of appropriate services along these trails, and for the development of linkages between these 
trails and adjoining counties. 

Greenways and Blueways Objectives 
81: To compete the construction of the Kilkenny Greenway, connecting New Ross to Waterford. 
8K: To promote and develop the Waterford to Rosslare Greenway in association with Waterford 

and Wexford County Councils. 

9.2.5.1 - Hedgerows 
Hedgerows contr·ibute significantly to biodiversity and landscape character. They have an impo1iant fanning 
function, they are wildlife habitats, and coITidors, between habitats. It is a requirement "to protect and where 
possible enhance wildlife habitats and landscape features which act as ecological coITidors/networks and 
stepping stones, such as river coITidors, hedgerows and road verges, and to minimise the loss of habitats and 
features of the wider countryside (such as ponds, wetlands, tr·ees) which are not within designated sites." 

12.5 - Cycling and Walking 
Greenways are an impo1iant element of cycling infrastructure. Greenways and Blueways also have significant 
recreational use and benefit. 

12.5.1 - Cycling Objectives 
12P: To provide connections to the Kilkenny Greenway to settlements along its route as the need 

arises and resources pennit. 

Third Party Submissions 

Ten third pa1iy submissions were received from the general public, while comments were also received from 
Transpo1i Infrastructure Ireland (TII), Uisce Eireann the Councils Road Design Office. 

Road Design had no objection to the proposed development and outlined a number of provisions that should 
be adhered to as pali of the overall design. Transpo1i Infrastructure Ireland had no objection and outlined some 
recommendations to be included in the design and at construction stage. Uisce Eireann had no objection to the 
proposed development and outlined their requirements in relation to the design. 
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A list of some of the issues raised in the public submissions are outlined below: 
The Cappagh Road needs to be widened before any Greenway link is considered. It is a dangerous 
str·etch of road for local residents. Traffic is likely to increase on this road in the future. 
Impact on flora and fauna is a concern. There is a badger set in the area and provision of fencing will 
disturb movement patterns. 
Impact of construction on salmon in stream. 
Lack of parking, facilities and amenities in Glenmore Village. 
The development will impact private landowners and have negative economic implications / loss of 
income. Against government policy to keep local families fanning. 
Retaining hedgerows means more land is required from landowners. 
Fairy bush should not be removed 
Impact passers/ users will have on livestock in adjoining fields. 
Safety of public from livestock in adjoining fields 
Impact on road safety/ tr·affic due to naITowing of road caITiageway in both underpasses. 
Development cuts off access to fa1m land. Impact cattle crossings will have on public 
Flooding is a concern from str·eam, as fields often flood. 
The village sewerage system will need to be upgraded in the future to avoid further pollution of the 
str·eam. The greenway link may inhibit the upgrading of this facility. 
Impractical to develop on these lands due to steep slope 

Responses to submissions were prepared by Parks, in conjunctions with the Planning Department. These are 
appended with the Chief Executives Repo1t in Appendix 5. 

Referrals: 

The following statutory and non-statutory bodies were invited to make submissions to the scheme: 
• Environment: Repo1t not received to date.
• Roads: No objection, and sets out a number of considerations to be addressed in relation to the

development. Details outlined in appendix 5
• Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TJI): No objection, sets out a number of recommendations to be

considered.
• Department of Transport: No response
• Uisce Eireann - No objection, subject compliance with requirements.
• Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage: No response.
• Parks - Repo1t not received to date.

Heritage: 

Protected Structure - None on site. 
Architectural Conservation Area - The site is not in an Architectural Conservation Area. 
Recorded Monuments - None in the immediate vicinity. 
Zone of Archaeological Potential - The site is not in a Zone of Archaeological Potential 
Protected views - The site is not located within any protected view 

Future National Roads in South Kilkenny 

Waterford to Cahir N24 Scheme - The site is not within the buffer area for this scheme. 
Waterford to Glenmore N25 Scheme - The site is paitly within the buffer ai·ea for this scheme 

Screening for Appropriate Assessment 

A repo1t for the pmposes of Appropriate Assessment Screening was prepared in respect of the construction 
and operation of linkage access routes from the South East Greenway to Glenmore and Slieverne in Co. 
Kilkenny to detennine whether it is likely individually or in combination with other plans and projects to have 
a significant effect on any European sites, in light of best scientific knowledge. 
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The repo1i concluded that there are no predicted effects on any European sites given there are no predicted 
emissions to air, water, or the environment during the constrnction or operational phases that would result in 
significant effects. 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

A preliminary examination of the nature, size and location of the proposed development has been caITied out 
which detennines that there is no real likelihood of significant effects on the environment arising from the 
proposed development. It is therefore concluded that an Environmental hnpact Assessment Repo11 (EIAR) is 
not required. 

Proposed Development 

The proposed link connects the South East Greenway to the village of Glenmore providing access for 
pedestrians and cyclists. The route is approximately 1.86km and consists of asso1ied improvements along the 
route using road side verges, the underbridge at the N25 and onto the village in the 50km/hr zone. 

Accommodation works consisting of security fencing, agricultural gates, and stock proof fencing to 
facilitate landowners. 
The clearance of vegetation on the link conidor, retaining boundaiy hedgerows, and boundary 
vegetation where possible. 
Repair and upgrade of existing drainage. 
Excavation and installation ofretaining strnctures on L-7513 up to N-25 unde1pass. 
Laying of a 3-metre-wide bituminous surface on a crnshed stone base to fo1m a proposed pedestrian 
cycle conidor. 
Alteration to footpaths in the two unde1passes of N25 at L-7513 and L-7501. 
Alterations / setbacks to vehicle restraint systems along L-7513, L-7539, and L-7501. 
Installation of baiTiers for the safety of Greenway users. 
Installation of road signage, markings, lighting, pedestrian/cyclist crossings and rainps along existing 
road and path infrastrncture through shared surface. 

Additional proposals and modifications put fo1wai·d, having considered submissions received during the 
consultation process, include: 

The constrnction of a series of passing bays along the Cappagh Road from Jainestown Cross to the 
village. The location of passing bays will be such to maximise fo1ward visibility along this section 
road and it is estimated that between 5no. and 8no. bays will be installed; 
Modifications to N25 Ove1pass on the LS7513 reducing the caITiageway width from 5.7m to 4.2 and 
increasing the footpath width from 1.5m to 3 .Om. The works will also include the introduction ofYield­
Right-of-Way traffic management regime; 
Modifications to N25 Ove1pass on the LS7501 reducing the caITiageway width from 4.lm to 3.1 and 
increasing the footpath width from 1.5m to 2.5m. The works will also include the introduction ofYield­
Right-of-Way traffic management regime. It is also noted that a height restriction of 3. Im is in place 
on this unde1pass which dictates the size of vehicles that can travel under saine; 
Installation of sho1i section of recycled plastic boardwalk or similai· to span watercourse 
Provision for landscaping and street furniture 

Assessment: 

The proposal is generally suppo1ied through various policies and objectives outlined in the Kilkenny City and 
County Development Plan which are outlined above. It is therefore considered to be acceptable in principle. 
Having regard to the proposed development and submissions received the relevant issues are assessed under 
the subheadings below: 
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Road Safety: 
It is considered that the provision of pedesti·ian / cycling infrasti11cture behind the existing hedgerow along 
the L-7 510-29 will improve conditions for road users separating vehicular traffic from pedestrians and cyclists 
in so far as possible. Removal of hedgerows to widen the road network is not supported by policy in the 
development plan which is to protect and where possible enhance wildlife habitats and landscape features 
which act as ecological coITidors/networks and stepping stones, such as river coITidors, hedgerows and road 
verges, and to minimise the loss of habitats and features of the wider countryside (such as ponds, wetlands, 
ti·ees) which are not within designated sites. 

It is further noted that there were no recorded accidents along this sti·etch of road from 1990-2020. A ti·affic 
survey undertaken showed that the vast majority of road users drive slower than the 80km/hr speed limit on 
this sti·etch and none of the meti·ics provided would wa1Tant further consideration in tenns of a road widening 
scheme. 

Notwithstanding the above it proposed to inti·oduce a series of passing bays along the L-7510 to improve road 
safety conditions which will allow vehicles to pass safely. Inclusion of same will be provided for in the detail 
design for the Greenway link. Provision will likely require localised sections of hedgerow removal. 
The number of passing bays required should be limited insofar as possible where the removal of significant 
sections of hedgerow are required to facilitate passing bays or provide sightlines from passing bays. 
Hedgerows conu-ibute significantly to biodiversity and landscape character and have an important function 
for wildlife habitats, and coITidors between habitats as well as being important for providing natural drainage 
and prevention of flooding. 

Removal of hedgerows along the L-7510-29 may have an impact on drainage from the road which is in an 
elevated position from the sh'eam below and the catchment for the River BaITow and River Nore SAC. The 
Planning Authority are satisfied that amendments to design to will be screened for AA and addressed as 
required by legislation. 

Provision of Parking I Amenities: 
It is considered that there is sufficient parking available for bikes and cars at Ballyvemeen and in the village 
of Glenmore at present to cater for users. Provision of this link is aimed at stimulating the local economy and 
provision of economic oppo1tunities in the village of Glenmore. 

Amendments to Underpasses: 

Modifications to unde1passes are key to the success and safety of the green way connectivity link. It is proposed 
to inti·oduce a yield ti·affic conti·ol layout which will reduce vehicle speeds, paiiicularly the paii of the L-7513 
under the New Ross Bypass. Given, that this is the dedicated route for agricultural vehicles it is now proposed
to increase the road width from 3m to 4.2m and operate under a yield right of way ti·affic management regime. 

In respect of the unde1pass on L-7501, it is noted that a height resti·iction of 3.lm is in place resti·icting the 
size of vehicles using same. It is proposed to widen the existing footpath from 1.5m to 2.5m and reduce the 
caITiageway from 4. lm  to 3. lm. Given the height resti·iction it is envisaged the road will be ample to 
accommodate the majority of vehicles using this unde1pass. There is also an alternative route via the L-7513 
and R-723 available nearby. Works to the unde1pass will require fuiiher co-ordination and approval from TIT 
to demonstrate compliance with all relevant TIT standards. This will be unde1iaken as paii of the detail design

process. 

Excessive land take: 
While the 10 meters indicated on some sectional drawings may appeai· excessive to facilitate a 3m wide 
caITiageway it is noted that a wider buffer is required along pa1is to allow ground to be built up to ensure the 
slope is not severe so as to cause a hazai·d. The detail of this will be considered fuiiher as pait of the detail 
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design process and will be minimised where possible. Overall widths will vary along the route to ensure a safe 
3-meter-wide caITiageway can be incorporated.
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A repo1i for the pmposes of Appropriate Assessment Screening was prepared in respect of the construction 
and operation to detennine whether it is likely individually or in combination with other plans and projects to 
have a significant effect on any European sites, in light of best scientific knowledge. The repo1i concluded 
that there are no predicted effects on any European sites given there are no predicted emissions to air, water, 
or the environment during the constmction or operational phases that would result in significant effects. 

It is fmiher noted that the project minimises removal of hedgerow by providing the link behind the existing 
hedgerow thus protecting cunent passing routes and ecological conidors. 

Flood Risk / Drainage 
The site is not within a flood risk zone as identified by CFRAM flood risk maps. A low probability area is 
identified circa 1km south east of the subject lands. 

Segregation of public from livestock 
Stock proof fencing is proposed which will separate members of the public from livestock. 

Conclusion and Recommendation 

The Planning Authority considers that the design and layout of the proposed development are acceptable at 
this location and accords with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area. The development 
has been screened for appropriate assessment, which found that no significant environmental impact is likely 
on any Natma 2000 site. 

It is thus recommended that the Pa1i 8 application for the project comprising development of a pedestrian and 
cycle conidor linking the South East Greenway with the Village of Glenmore ( approximately 1.86km in length 
and 3.0 meters wide) and the proposed modifications following public consultations be approved by the 
council. 

The recommendations as per the repolis of the Roads Design Office, Transpo1i fufrastmcture Ireland, and 
Uisce Eireann should be followed. 
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At detailed design stage the modifications will require that the additional works be screened for appropriate 
assessment and that the hedgerow removal be minimized and agreed with the planning authority prior to 
commencement of development. 

ri ?\ )JJ p1v,,.., u f1llf2.Cn!..

Edwin O Meara, 

Assistant Planner. 

Date: 13/11/2023 

13/11/2023 
-----------------

Denis Malone, 

Senior Planner. 
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Appendix 5 

Submissions & Response to same 
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Submission Details 

John Malone 

It is of my opinion that what ye are proposing to link the 

Greenway from Ballyverneen to Glenmore Village is the 

very same as putting the cart before the horse. The 

Cappagh Road is in serious need of widening before any 

Greenway link is considered, the Cappagh Road will be 

the main access route to the creamery for trucks and 

agricultural machinery, if the road remains as it is only a 

matter of time before someone is seriously injured or 

god forbid killed. 

Response 

The traffic survey and accident data does not support 

a case to widen the for the LS7510 Cappagh road. 

The Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) on the 

LS7510, Cappagh Road, Glenmore, was recorded at 

528 vehicles with 10% heavy commercial vehicles. An 

AADT volume in this range would be considered in the 

mid-range category for a local secondary road. There 

are no accidents, of any type, recorded on the 

Maproad PMS data-base from 1990-2020 for this 

section of the Cappagh Road and, apart from one 

windscreen damaged by an overhanding branch, 

there was no other reported accidents to Area Office 

post 2020. Speed survey's undertaken on the section 

of the Cappagh Rd, governed by an 80kph speed limit, 

found that the 85th percentile speed was 60kph, some 

20km's less than the posted speed limit. 

None of the above metrics would warrant further 

consideration in terms of a road widening scheme. 

Refer to Appendix 9 for additional details. 

The width of the Cappagh Road ranges from c3.8m to 

c.4.lm with verge widths either side ranging from

c.0.4 to c.2.0m. The roadside boundaries on either

side, in the main, consists of well-established native

hedgerows with mature trees, some of latter have

branches overhanding into the carriageway.

Having considered this submission, and other 

submissions expressing a similar concern, the 

following is proposed: 

The greenway link will be constructed inside the 

hedgerow boundary as proposed in the Part 8 

consultation drawings. This is to ensure a safe and 

attractive off-road connectivity link between the 

Greenway and Glenmore Village, along with limiting 

the requirement to remove the full hedgerow along 

the eastern roadside boundary. 

To address the concerns raised locally, and 

notwithstanding the findings of the various traffic & 

speed surveys and the accident history recorded on 

this road, it is proposed to introduce a series of 

passing bays, from the Cappagh Rd / Jamestown 

Junction LS7510 / LS7501 to the village. The inclusion 
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John Kirwan 

The impact on the flora and fauna in the area is a 

concern. There is a badger set in the area and the 

badgers pass over Cappagh road. With fencing in place 

this will disturb their movement patterns. Deer graze 

and rest in this field. A rare dragonfly has been seen in 

the area. There is a fairy bush along the proposed 

pathway. The plans at the bridge from Jamestown to 

Cappagh don't give enough detail about its construction, 

this stream has salmon and digging near it may disturb 

them. the planning permission doesn't include detailed 

plans on how this will be built. lOmeters into a field is a 

large area to be removed from wildlife. 

The end of the proposed cycle lane in Glenmore village 

doesn't include parking/rest area. Space in the village is 

limited for residents to park. There are insufficient 

amenities in the village, e.g. public toilets, public parking 

or public transport. These amenities are essential in 

order for these plans to proceed. 

of same will be provided for in the detail design for 

Greenway Link. In general, this design will provide for 

an adequate width for vehicles to pass each other, up 

to a maximum of 6.Sm full carriageway width. The 

passing bays will incorporate entry and exit 

transitions along with a dwell area. The passing bays 

will be provided at regular intervals, providing 

forward visibility in the range of 90m to 14Slin.m. The 

provision of the above will likely require localised 

sections of hedgerow removal, pruning of 

overhanging tree branches and drainage. 

The proposals contained within this planning 

application were the subject of an Appropriate 

Assessment Screening undertaken by Moore Group -

Environmental Services, who following their 

assessment, concluded the following: 

OVERALL CONCLUSIONS 

There are no predicted effects on any European sites 

given: There are no predicted emissions to air, water 

or the environment during the construction or 

operational phases that would result in significant 

effects to the conservation objectives of the Nore­

Barrow SAC. It has been objectively concluded by 

Moore Group Environmental Services that: 

1. The Proposed Development is not directly

connected with, or necessary to the conservation

management of the European sites considered in this

assessment.

2. The Proposed Development is unlikely to either

directly or indirectly significantly affect the Qualifying

interests or Conservation Objectives of the European

sites considered in this assessment.

3. The Proposed Development, alone or in

combination with other projects, is not likely to have

significant effects on the European sites considered in

this assessment in view of their conservation

objectives.

4. It is possible to conclude that significant effects can

be excluded at the screening stage. It can be 

excluded, on the basis of objective information, that 

the Proposed Development, individually or in

combination with other plans or projects, will have a

significant effect on a European site.

An appropriate assessment is not, therefore, required. 

Bike parking will be provided for under the scheme. 

Carparking is available at the SEG Ballyverneen 

carpark currently. The capacity of this carpark will 

increase to circa. 29 parking spaces on completion of 
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Eddie & Eilish Doolan 

We are landowners on the left-hand side of the L7539 

where it joins the L7513. We were surprised upon 

inspecting the information on display at the open 
afternoon in the community centre to see that our land 

is to be impacted by this development. We were given 

no prior notice of this proposed land take, and believe 

that we are the only landowners on the route that were 

not contacted in this regard. We have already lost lands 

by way of CPO to the construction of the New Ross 
bypass and are against any further loss of lands. 

It is our view that the proposed crossing (should it go 

ahead) be re located directly across the road onto lands 

owned by TII where there would be no impact on private 

land. 

Furthermore, we would question the viability of the 

overall scheme as we believe that it will not deliver a 
return on investment, and would question what 

feasibility data (if any) is being used to support the 

proposed public expenditure. We also feel that the 

narrowing of the road carriageway in both underpasses 

is not a feasible option as it will further restrict traffic 

movements. This is particularly so in the smaller N25 

underpass which is already compromised by the lack of 
width in the carriageway which only allows one vehicle 

at a time to pass through. Any further narrowing of that 

carriageway and the introduction of higher numbers of 

pedestrians must surely not be safe within the confines 

of the existing underpass. 

the SEG works. Within Glenmore village visitors will 

be directed to the parking area at the Community 

Parish Hall area. 

Welfare facilities will be provided at the SEG trailhead 

carparks as part of the overall scheme, in addition to 

the services provided along the Greenway by private 

enterprises. Furthermore, it is anticipated that over 

time, visitor numbers to the greenway will act as a 

stimulus for existing and/or new businesses to 

provide further welfare facilities along the route. 

A new bus pull in area is proposed on the LS7501, at 

Jamestown, beside the proposed Greenway 

connectivity link. 

The area of land required to facilitate the works, as 

proposed under the Part 8, as referred to by the 

landowners is circa. 2sq.m. We propose to undertake 

a minor modification to the proposed design, at detail 

design stage, which will eliminate the need to acquire 

this small area of land. 

The South East Greenway (SEG) was approved 

funding following a competitive process for national 

and regional greenways in 2019, the criteria for which 

included an assessment of the economic impact of 

the development. It is noted that 22km of 24km of 

the South East Greenway are within County Kilkenny. 

However, with the exception of Rosbercon & Raheen 

in the New Ross environs and Ferrybank at Waterford 

end, there are no urban settlements along the 

Greenway. Thus, in order to capitalise on the 

economic benefit of having a high quality amenity 

within the south east of the county, the delivery of 

the connectivity links to the villages of Glenmore and 

Slieverue are considered key. It is anticipated that the 

provision of same will safe guard existing commercial 

outlets and more importantly open up new 

opportunities for local communities. 

The proposed modifications to the underpasses is 

considered key to the success and safety of the 

greenway connectivity link. If the status quo is to 

remain, cyclists will be required to dismount and walk 

through the underpass via a 1.Sm footpath. What is 

proposed will accommodate both vehicular and non­

vehicular traffic. The introduction of a yield traffic 

control layout will have the added benefit of reducing 

vehicle speeds, particularly of the LS7513 under the 

New Ross Bypass. 
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Bretta O' Callaghan 

Environment 

The plans are not specific about the impact the proposed 

cycle lane could have on the local wildlife. It is unclear 

what construction will be undertaken and what kind of 

structure will be places near stream/bridge. What 

impact will this have on to flow of the stream and fish. 

Although the idea to keep the existing ditch to preserve 

the hedgerows for wildlife this is results in more farm 

land being removed. The cross sections show this will be 

minimum of 8 meters wide. One either side of the track 

will be fencing, there are foxes and badgers in the area 

that frequently cross the road in Cappagh for food and 

breeding. Deer have been sighted in the fields near the 

stream and they often rest in the area. Along the 

proposed track is a Sceach growing in the field 

unconnected to either ditch, this Sceach is a Fairy Bush 

and should not be removed. This field is used for horses 

to graze. Unfortunately, common sense is not so 

common so I fear passers-by would try feeding my 

horses "treats" that shouldn't be given to them and 

result in becoming unwell. And littering is a concern too. 

Recreation & Community facilities Title: Local amenities 

The proposed plan doesn't include and parking/rest area 

at the end of the track. When cyclists arrive in Glenmore 

However, having consideration to the fact the 

underpass on the LS7513 is the dedicated route for 

agricultural vehicles, it is proposed to increase the 

road width from 3m, as detailed in Part 8 docs, to 

4.2m and that traffic will still operate under a yield 

right of way traffic management regime. 

With respect to the N25 Underpass, road no. LS7501, 

it is noted that a height restriction of 3.lm is in place, 

this restricts the size of vehicles that can utilise same. 

It is proposed to widen the existing footpath from 

1.Sm to 2.Sm and reduce the carriageway from 4.lm

to 3.lm. Given the height restriction on this section

of road it is envisaged that the reduced width will be

ample to accommodate that majority of vehicles

currently using this underpass. Furthermore, it is also

noted, the alternative route via the LS7513 and R723

Forestalstown is available nearby.

Finally, it is noted works proposed to the underpass 

cross-section will require further co-ordination and 

approval from Tll to demonstrate compliance to all 

relevant Tll standards. This body of work will be 

undertaken as part of the detail design process. 

Environment 

The proposals contained within this planning 

application were the subject of an Appropriate 

Assessment Screening undertaken by Moore Group -

Environmental Services, who following their 

assessment, concluded the following: 

OVERALL CONCLUSIONS 

There are no predicted effects on any European sites 

given: There are no predicted emissions to air, water 

or the environment during the construction or 

operational phases that would result in significant 

effects to the conservation objectives of the Nore­

Barrow SAC. It has been objectively concluded by 

Moore Group Environmental Services that: 

1. The Proposed Development is not directly

connected with, or necessary to the conservation

management of the European sites considered in this

assessment.

2. The Proposed Development is unlikely to either

directly or indirectly significantly affect the Qualifying

interests or Conservation Objectives of the European

sites considered in this assessment.

3. The Proposed Development, alone or in

combination with other projects, is not likely to have

significant effects on the European sites considered in

this assessment in view of their conservation

objectives.
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village where do they park their bikes. If a pedestrian 

wishes to start in the village where do they park their 

cars? Space in the village for local resident to park is 

already limited. There are no public toilets, no public 

transport and no shop in the village at present. 

Des Ennett 

The proposed link from the village of Glenmore to the 

Waterford/New Ross Greenway will run alongside the 

Cappagh road. It is proposed to be a "3-metre hard­

topped cycle track with 1-metre verges behind the 

hedge/verge within private lands along the L7510". This 

proposed track will completely cut-off the easy and 

safe access to my land, as the only entrance to this field 

is from the L7510. This field is used for livestock and 

heavy machinery, both of which require safe access 

from the road. The presence of this cycleway would 

4. It is possible to conclude that significant effects can

be excluded at the screening stage. It can be

excluded, on the basis of objective information, that

the Proposed Development, individually or in 

combination with other plans or projects, will have a

significant effect on a European site.

An appropriate assessment is not, therefore, 

required. 

Signage can be included at regular intervals advising 

the public not to feed livestock. 

Provision can be accommodated to allow wildlife to 

trasverse the boundary fencing along the connectivity 

link. 

The Council will manage and maintain the proposed 

amenity, which will include regular litter picks in 

conjunction with the maintenance of the greenway. 

Recreation & Community facilities Title: Local 

amenities 

Bike parking will be provided for under the scheme. 

Carparking is available at the SEG Ballyverneen 

carpark currently. The capacity of this carpark will 

increase to circa. 29 parking spaces on completion of 

the SEG works. Within Glenmore village visitors will 

be directed to the parking area at the Community 

Parish Hall area 

Welfare facilities will be provided at the SEG 

trailhead carparks as part of the overall scheme, in 

addition to the services provided along the Greenway 

by private enterprises. 

A new bus pull in area is proposed on the LS7501, 

Jamestown, beside the proposed Greenway 

connectivity link. 

It is not accepted that the provision of a greenway 

connectivity link will increase the safety risks 

associated with entering and exiting adjoining 

farmlands. A proposed layout for each existing field 

access will be developed at detail design stage and 

will include details pertaining to the interfaces with 

the connectivity link and public road. The said 

proposals would form part of an accommodation 

works schedule with respect to any future land 

acquisition process. 
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make access far more dangerous and difficult for all 

concerned. There is a steep gradient in this field which 

means that facilitating the 3-metre-wide cycle track will 

require a very large footprint, in order to have a safe, 

level, and stable path. 

The potential loss of this large amount of land under 

this proposed route will have negative economic 

implications for me, as this is one of my largest fields. 

This field is used for livestock, including two bulls 

during the breeding season, which poses a danger to 

walkers, cyclists, and livestock alike. This field sweeps 

down to a stream that often floods, and becomes fast­

flowing and deep, which would be very dangerous 

should somebody wander slightly off of the route. I am 

in favour of improving the village, but this route will 

come at a high cost to both myself and the county 

council. 

I would like to propose an alternative solution that 

entails the widening of the existing road (L7510), as 

there is a very wide unused verge alongside the road in 

Cappagh. In this proposal, very little work and 

resources would be required to make this a safe, scenic 

pathway and achieve access to the village. This would 

cause minimal destruction to the environment and 

wildlife, be far more cost-effective, safer, and allow the 

pathway to run, alongside and under one of the few 

roadways that is over-arched by tall, old, beautiful 

native trees. The roots of these trees would almost 

certainly be impacted by the groundworks that would 

be necessary for the construction of the originally 

proposed pathway. My alternative proposal in 

conjunction with traffic calming measures would be a 

far less impactful solution. 

I would hope that this submission will make the county 

council reconsider the proposed route, and take into 

consideration the impact this will have on all those who 

live and work along it. After a visit from the county 

council engineers, it now transpires that a 10-metre 

wide strip of land through my field will be required to 

facilitate the proposed greenway link. This loss of land 

will affect my nitrates allowance and make access even 

more problematic than first thought. As a result, I 

strongly object to this greenway link going through my 

land on safety, environmental, and loss of income 

grounds. It is difficult enough to encourage someone to 

take over a farm as it is, but this loss of land will only 

serve to compound that issue. It is my understanding 

that government policy is aiming to keep local families 

farming, and therefore local communities alive, 

Implications for existing and future farm operations, 

as a consequence of the delivery of the proposed 

connectivity link, will be dealt with in a fair and 

reasonable manner under the land acquisition 

process. The Council's preference is always to acquire 

lands by agreement. 

The proposed connectivity link field side boundary 

would be to a design specification to limit any risks 

associated with users and farm operation. This would 

be typical throughout the country on other Greenway 

projects that transverse farmland. 

The Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) on the 

LS7510, Cappagh Road, Glenmore, was recorded at 

528 vehicles with 10% heavy commercial vehicles. An 

AADT volume in this range would be considered in the 

mid-range category for a local secondary road. There 

are no accidents, of any type, recorded on the 

Maproad PMS data-base from 1990-2020 for this 

section of the Cappagh Road, and apart from one 

windscreen damaged by an overhanding branch, 

there was no other reported accidents to Area Office 

post 2020. Speed surveys undertaken on the section 

of the Cappagh Road, governed by an 80kph Speed 

Limit, found that the 85th percentile speed was 60kph, 

some 20kms less than the posted speed limit. 

None of the above metrics would warrant further 

consideration in terms of a road widening scheme. 

Refer to Appendix 9 for additional details. 

The width of the Cappagh Road ranges from c3.8m to 

c.4.lm with verge widths either side ranging from

c.0.4 to c.2.0m. The roadside boundaries on either

side, in the main, consists of well-established native

hedgerows with mature trees, some of latter have

branches overhanging into the carriageway.

Having considered this submission, and other 

submissions expressing a similar concern, the 

following is proposed: 

The greenway link will be constructed inside the 

hedgerow boundary as proposed in the Part 8 

consultation drawings. This is to ensure a safe and 

attractive off-road connectivity link between the 

Greenway and Glenmore Village, along with limiting 

the requirement to remove the full hedgerow along 

the eastern roadside boundary. 
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however, the greenway link under its current proposal 

will only serve to have the opposite effect. 

Jacqueline Walsh 

My biggest concern with this project is the amount of 

revenue which this project will cost while the Cappagh 

road remains the same width. The Cappagh Road is the 

main artery into the Village and is a very dangerous 

stretch of road for local residents. On my daily 

commute to the village at school times, I, and several 

other parents, weekly meet the National School bus. 

On this dangerous winding road, we must reverse back 

to allow the bus to get through, (please find picture 

attached). I feel monies would be better spent 

widening the Cappagh road with a pathway for cyclists. 

To address the concerns raised locally, 

notwithstanding the findings of the various traffic & 

speed surveys and the accident history recorded on 

this road, it is proposed to introduce a series of 

passing bays, from the Cappagh Rd / Jamestown 

Junction LS7510 / LS7501 to the village. The inclusion 

of same will be provided for in the detail design for 

the Greenway Link. In general, this design will provide 

for an adequate width for vehicles to pass each other, 

up to a maximum of 6.Sm full carriageway width. The 

passing bays will incorporate entry and exit 

transitions along with a dwell area. The passing bays 

will be provided at regular intervals, providing 

forward visibility in the range of 90m to 145m. The 

provision of the above will likely require localised 

sections of hedgerow removal, pruning of 

overhanding tree branches and drainage. However, 

the widening of the Cappagh Road along with the 

provision of connectivity link would require the 

removal of the full eastern roadside boundary 

hedgerow including some very fine mature trees. This 

in turn, would negatively impact on the landscape 

and its receiving environment and the character of 

the area. 

The actual land-take requirement cannot be 

determined until the detail design stage, but 

landowners can be assured that only land considered 

essential to deliver the project will be sought. 

The Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) on the 

LS7510, Cappagh Road, Glenmore, was recorded at 

528 vehicles with 10% heavy commercial vehicles. An 

AADT volume in this range would be considered in the 

mid-range category for a local secondary road. There 

are no accidents, of any type, recorded on the 

Maproad PMS data-base from 1990-2020 for this 

section of the Cappagh Road, and apart from one 

windscreen damaged by an overhanding branch, 

there was no other reported accidents to Area Office 

post 2020. Speed surveys undertaken on the section 

of the Cappagh Rd, governed by an 80kph Speed 

Limit, found that the 85th percentile speed was 60kph, 

some 20kms less the posted speed limit. 

None of the above metrics would warrant further 

consideration in terms of a road widening scheme. 

Refer to Appendix 9 for additional details. 

The width of the Cappagh Road ranges from c3.8m to 

c.4.lm with verge widths either side ranging from

c.0.4 to c.2.0m. The roadside boundaries on either
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Nicholas Kelly 

Having studied the proposed plans to link the 

Waterford to New Ross Greenway to Glenmore Village 

presented by Kilkenny County Council, I am very 

concerned and disappointed that the current plans for 

the project will be a waste of taxpayers money as they 

do not include the upgrading of the Cappagh Road 

(L7510) entrance to the Village of Glenmore. 

At the outset I would like to say that I welcome the 

plans to have a connection from the Village of 

Glenmore to the Waterford to New Ross Greenway. In 

time it will be a great asset to the Village and the Local 

Community. 

The current proposed design of the Greenway link is to 

run 3 meters inside the strongly tree laden ditch with 

an exit on to the Cappagh road adjacent to the Village 

side, in the main, consists of well-established native 

hedgerows with mature trees, some of latter have 

branches overhanging into the carriageway. 

Having considered this submission, and other 

submissions expressing a similar concern, the 

following is proposed: 

The greenway link will be constructed inside the 

hedgerow boundary as proposed in the Part 8 

consultation drawings. This is to ensure a safe and 

attractive off-road connectivity link between the 

Greenway and Glenmore Village along with limiting 

the requirement to remove the full hedgerow along 

the eastern roadside boundary. 

To address the concerns raised locally, 

notwithstanding the findings of the various traffic & 

speed surveys and the accident history recorded on 

this road, it is proposed to introduce a series of 

passing bays, from the Cappagh Rd / Jamestown 

Junction LS7510 / LS7501 to the village. The inclusion 

of same will be provided for in the detail design for 

Greenway Link. In general, this design will provide for 

an adequate width for vehicles to pass each other, up 

to a maximum of 6.Sm full carriageway width. The 

passing bays will incorporate entry and exit 

transitions along with a dwell area. The passing bays 

will be provided at regular intervals, providing 

forward visibility in the range of 90m to 14Slin.m. The 

provision of the above will likely require localised 

sections of hedgerow removal, pruning of 

overhanging tree branches and drainage. 

The Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) on the 

LS7510, Cappagh Road, Glenmore, was recorded at 

528 vehicles with 10% heavy commercial vehicles. An 

AADT volume in this range would be considered in the 

mid-range category for a local secondary road. There 

are no accidents, of any type, recorded on the 

Maproad PMS data-base from 1990-2020 for this 

section of the Cappagh Road, and apart from one 

windscreen damaged by an overhanding branch, 

there was no other reported accidents to Area Office 

post 2020. Speed surveys undertaken on the section 

of the Cappagh Rd, governed by an 80kph Speed 

Limit, found that the 85th percentile speed was 60kph, 

some 20kms less than the posted speed limit. 
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Sewerage facility (Large Septic tank that handles all the 

village sewerage, with out flow directly into the village 

stream) approximately 100m from the village. (Road 

very narrow at this point) 

I believe that insufficient consideration has been given 

to the following points: 

1.The Cappagh Road is one of the main access routes

into the village and is of very poor standard, and has

three or four dangerous bends. This road is used by the

School Bus and delivery trucks accessing the village and 

the Tirlan Co Op Branch. On many parts of this road is

not possible for two vehicles to pass. The very narrow

and carriageway is further restricted by several

seriously overgrown trees. It would be a scandalous

waste of tax payers money to develop this Greenway

path without improving the road structure first. The

road would need to be widened with dangerous bends

and trees removed prior to the placement of the

Greenway path.

2. Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) has recently

completed the corridor selection for the upgrading of 

the N25 Glenmore to Slieverue Roundabout. The 

selected corridor has proposals to widen to a dual 

carriageway part of the existing road as it passes

Glenmore Village. This will presumably lead to the

closure of 2 of the existing entrance roads from the

N25 to the village thus putting a lot more traffic on the

Cappagh Road which has direct access to the N25

roundabout. Has TII been consulted in a meaningful

way regarding this matter and asked to comment if the

two link roads be closed when the upgrade of the N25

takes place.

3.The exit on to the Cappagh Road at the village

sewerage system approximately 100m from the village

will be hazardous as the road will not be able to

accommodate safely the pedestrians and cyclists and

the regular traffic at this point. The village sewerage

system will need to be upgraded in the near future to

avoid further pollution of the local fresh water stream

and comply with EU laws. Irish Water will need to be 

consulted to avoid any waste of money in constructing

the greenway path in a place that would inhibit their up

grading of the facility.

I trust that these important points will be taken into 

consideration going forward. 

None of the above metrics would warrant further 

consideration in terms of a road widening scheme. 

Refer to Appendix 9 for additional details. 

The width of the Cappagh Road ranges from c3.8m to 

c.4.lm with verge widths either side ranging from

c.0.4 to c.2.0m. The roadside boundaries on either

side, in the main, consists of well-established native

hedgerows with mature trees, some of latter have

branches overhanging into the carriageway.

Having considered this submission, and other 

submissions expressing a similar concern, the 

following is proposed: 

The greenway link will be constructed inside the 

hedgerow boundary as proposed in the Part 8 

consultation drawings. This is to ensure a safe and 

attractive connectivity link between the Greenway 

and Glenmore Village along with limiting the 

requirement to remove the full hedgerow along the 

eastern roadside boundary. 

To address the concerns raised locally, 

notwithstanding the findings of the various traffic & 

speed surveys and the accident history recorded on 

this road, it is proposed to introduce a series of 

passing bays, from the Cappagh Rd / Jamestown 

Junction LS7510 / LS7501 to the village. The inclusion 

of same will be provided for in the detail design for 

Greenway Link. In general, this design will provide for 

an adequate width for vehicles to pass each other, up 

to a maximum of 6.Sm full carriageway width. The 

passing bays will incorporate entry and exit 

transitions along with a dwell area. The passing bays 

will be provided at regular intervals, providing 

forward visibility in the range of 90m to 14Slin.m. The 

provision of the above will likely require localised 

sections of hedgerow removal, pruning of 

overhanding tree branches and drainage. 

A full copy of the Part 8 proposals were issued to 

the TII as one of the statutory bodies. We received a 

submission on the proposed scheme from TII, dated 

19th Sept 2023, point 3 of their submission relates to 

the N25 Glenmore to Waterford Scheme.As 

recommended we have been in contact with the 

Road Design Office and the following should be 

noted: 

Phase 2 of the N25 Glenmore to Waterford Scheme, 

is concluded (i.e. Option Selection identifying the 
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preferred route corridor.) However, unfortunately 

the scheme did not receive TII consent or funding to 

proceed to Phase 3 (Design & Environmental 

Evaluation) and is suspended indefinitely since 2022. 

The Council will continue to make the case to TII to 

progress the N25 Glenmore to Waterford Scheme. 

The impacts on the side road junctions into 

Glenmore village off Glenmore Hill, would have been 

assessed as part of the design and environmental 

considerations during Phase 3 of the N25 Glenmore 

to Waterford Scheme. But as the scheme is 

suspended it is not possible to determine if the said 

junctions are to be closed. In any event 

improvements are now proposed along the Cappagh 

Road as part this proposal. 

Uisce Eireann have responsibility for this wastewater 

treatment plant and have raised no concerns 

regarding the location of the proposed connectivity 

Link, save for Uisce Eireann's standard details and 

code of practices to protect existing services. 

Thomas Walsh The greenway connectivity link will be managed and 

I write in connection with the proposed pedestrian link maintained by Kilkenny County Council and this 

from the greenway to Glenmore Village. Since my amenity will be included under its insurance policy. 

entry into farming, I have had first-hand experience of 

the impact of continuous road improvement works, 

which have improved the driving experience and more 

recently provided a great amenity with the opening of 

the greenway. However, all of these 'improvements' 

have seriously impacted my ability to farm a small 

fragmented enterprise. 

Regarding the greenway, what is the insurance position 

if a cyclist collided with the gates when they are open 

to allow cattle movement across the greenway? 

The railway crossing caused its own issues until the line 

closure in the early 1980s. The impact of road 

improvement works on my farm began in 1989 approx. 

when the new Waterford to New Ross road split the 

farm. This was followed by the Rose Fitzgerald 

Kennedy bridge with new link roads to the most recent 

greenway development. On each occasion I have lost 

land but more importantly every development has 

made my work as a farmer more difficult. Now it 

appears I will be impacted again by the pedestrian link 

with a walkway and bus stop planned on my lands. 

Has anyone actually viewed and accessed the 

practicality of these developments on an extremely 

The lands identified for the proposed bus stop are 

within the Council's ownership. 

A number of other options were considered during 

the feasibility study and route options assessment 

and the option put forward in this Part 8 proposal is 

the preferred option. 
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sloping site and its impact on my access to this land for 

future use. Is this the only route available? Having 

seen the impact of sloping entrances into my lands on 

the greenway and the situation now following its 

development, I am concerned that animals may be 

injured when they are moved and working this land 

may be impossible. 

I would respectfully suggest that alternative options be 

explored. I am happy to discuss further. 

Maria Treacy 

I am extremely disappointed that no one seen fit to 

contact me to discuss this proposal before the public 

meeting was held recently in Glenmore Parish Hall. 

I feel the current proposal needs to be reevaluated to 

ensure the safety of all road users where the greenway 

exits next to our house in Glenmore village. 

We look forward to discussing this with you, 

A reduced speed limit, of 30kph within the urban area 

in advance of connectivity link/ public road junction 

is proposed. Speed table ramps are also proposed in 

advance of the connectivity link / public road 

interface. A chicane detail along the connectivity link 

will be provided to ensure cyclists reduce speed prior 

to entering out onto the public road. Advance signage 

advising of a shared road surface are also included 

under this proposal. 

Finally, it should also be noted that the proposed 

layout was subject to a Road Safety Audit Stage 1 and 

the recommendations arising out of same were 

accepted by the Design Team. In addition, should the 

project progress, the scheme will be subject to future 

Road Safety Audits during the detail design and post 

construction stage. 

Gerard Doherty The proposed modifications to the underpasses is 

Welcomes proposal but has concerned about impact of considered key to the success and safety of the 

reducing road width at underpasses greenway connectivity link. If the status quo is to 

remain, cyclist will be required to dismount and walk 

through the underpass via a 1.Sm footpath. What is 

proposed will accommodate both vehicular and non­

vehicular traffic. The introduction of yield traffic 

control layout will have the added benefit of reducing 

vehicle speeds, particularly of the LS7513 under the 

New Ross Bypass. 

However, having consideration to the fact that the 

underpass on the LS7513 is the dedicated route for 

agricultural vehicles it is proposed to increase the 

road width from 3m, as detailed in Part 8 documents, 

to 4.2m and that traffic will still operate under a yield 

right of way traffic management regime. 

With respect to the N25 Underpass, road no. LS7501, 

it is noted that a height restriction of 3.lm is in place, 

this restricts the size of vehicles that can utilise same. 

It is proposed to widen the existing footpath from 

1.Sm to 2.Sm and reduce the carriageway from 4.lm
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Road Design Office - Kilkenny County Council 

I have inspected the application for the proposed 

development and the following is noted. 

1. It shall be noted that Kilkenny County Council in

conjunction with TII are in the early stages of

considerations for the provision of a new bus-stop to

replace the existing substandard bus-stop on the N25

at Glenmore Hill. The location to be chosen for the

proposed bus stop will be targeted on Council owned

land in the vicinity of the N25 Glenmore Roundabout.

This development may have implications for the

ultimate layout here but as both designs progress it is

considered that they will complement each other. The

proposed bus stop when designed will require separate

planning approval. The applicant shall liaise with the

Road Design Section of Kilkenny County Council as the

detailed design proceeds to ensure that works do not

compromise delivery of the improved bus-stop.

2. The maintenance of a hedge separating vehicular

and the shared surface in the area adjacent to the

LS7510 is noted. It is noted that this hedge is no longer

present from the point at which the LS7510 and the

LS7501 intersect nearer the existing N25 roundabout.

Edge roadmaking's are noted to be present from this

interface which shall assist with road definition.

3. It is noted that there is reference on the drawings to

modifications of VRS and culverts being required. There

will be a requirement to undertake significant changes

to the existing VRS in the vicinity of the existing

underpasses to facilitate the proposed development.

All modifications shall be subject to the appropriate

design standards and subject to all necessary consents.

Departures from standard shall be sought and

approved where required.

to 3.lm. Given the height restriction on this section 

of road it is envisaged that the reduced width will be 

ample to accommodate that majority of vehicles 

currently using this underpass. Furthermore, it is also 

noted, the alternative route via the LS7513 and R723 

Forestalstown is available nearby. 

Finally, it is noted works proposed to the underpass 

cross-section will require further co-ordination and 

approval from TII to demonstrate compliance to all 

relevant TII standards. This body of work will be 

undertaken as part of the detail design process. 

1. The Project Office & Parks section will liaise with

the Road Design Office to agree the location of the

proposed bus stop and greenway connectivity link.

2. Agreed.

3. Agreed.

Considerations. 

1 .  Agreed. 

2. RSA signed and included in Part 8 Report.

3. Agreed.

4. A detail design stage the proposed crossing

location will be designed as uncontrolled crossing.

5. Agreed.

6. Agreed.

7. Agreed.

8. It is agreed that the direction of the yield control

will be assessed at detail design stage for the LS7501

N25 Overpass. However, it is noted that the queueing

capacity is limited on the eastern approach to same.

9. Agreed, the proposal will also be subject to future

Road Safety Audits.

10. Agreed.

11. Agreed.

12. Agreed.
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I have no objection to the proposed development 

subject to the following considerations: 

1. Speed table ramps are noted to be proposed on the 

local road Ref: LS7510 near Glenmore Village. It is not

immediately apparent if new public lighting is

proposed. Where not already provided it is

recommended that public lighting is provided at both

ramps in addition to at the juncture of the L7510 and 

the off road proposed shared surface link to ensure 

adequately illuminated.

Where provided the public lighting provided shall have 

energy efficient LED technology and capable to be 

adapted for use with a central management system 

(CMS -with 7pin NEMA sockets) or equivalent. The 

LEDs installed shall be set at a minimum of 3000 Kelvin. 

All proposed lighting columns shall be set a minimum of 

750mm from the roadside edge. Further guidance is 

available in the draft Kilkenny County Council Public 

Lighting Manual and Product Specification 2021. 

2. The Road Safety Audit (RSA) Stage 1 is noted to be

incomplete. The fully signed feedback form has been

signed off by the project team and client accepting the

problems identified by the audit team. The inclusion of 

the feedback form will close out the audit. The 

applicant shall ensure the RSA is closed out signed off

prior to the formal consideration of the elected

members of this Part 8.

3. The applicant shall ensure that the design of the

termination layout of the cycling/pedestrian facility as

it joins the public road accords to the requirements of

the National Cycling Manual (NCM) and any

appropriate TII, DMRB & DMURS standards as required.

4. The applicant shall design the crossing point near the

entrance to the proposed Ballyverneen Greenway

carpark to be either a controlled or uncontrolled

crossing point. As proposed it appears to be a

combination of the two. It is noted that this cul de sac

roadway provides access to dwellings plus agricultural

lands.

The applicant shall revise the design to provide an 

uncontrolled crossing point at this location given its 

position away from an urban area and the absence of 

public lighting infrastructure. 

5. The applicant shall liaise with the Road Design

Section of Kilkenny County Council as the detailed

design proceeds to ensure that works do not

13. Agreed.

14. Agreed.

15. Agreed.

16. Agreed, however, it is not proposed to close the

public road network apart from programmed short

temporary closures to facilitate the works.
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compromise delivery of an improved bus-stop location 

to service Glenmore Village. 

6. It is noted that there is reference on the drawings to

modifications of VRS and culverts being required. All

modifications shall be subject to the appropriate design 

standards and subject to all necessary consents.

Departures from standard shall be sought and

approved where required.

7. The applicant shall ensure a certificate of compliance

is completed in accordance with NGS Circular 2 of 2022.

8. During the detailed design phase, the applicant shall

review the yield layout proposed where narrowing of 

the existing local roads are proposed at the east-west

underpass and amend as necessary. The normal

convention is that the direction to yield should be that

side on which the narrowing of the road arises. {It is

noted that the yield arrangement at the north/south

underpass is to the normally accepted orientation.)

9. The applicant shall assess the requirements for the

illumination of the internal area of each underpass

structure where a yield arrangement is proposed. This

to ensure the safety of all users of the underpass area.

10. All new kerbing provided shall be a battered kerb in

accordance with TII standards. This to ensure the safety

of all road users in areas where the default speed limit

of 80km/hr applies.

11. All road markings and signage provided shall follow

the Department of Transport, Traffic Signs Manual,

2019. Any faded roadmarkings shall be renewed as

necessary where required to facilitate the proposed

development.

12. The applicant shall ensure that during the

construction phase adequate parking is provided for all 

personnel working on the site as parking on the public

roadway shall not be permitted.

13. Prior to the commencement of development, the

applicant is required to submit to the Municipal District

Engineer for written agreement a Construction

Management Plan to include details regarding a Works

Schedule for the phasing of the

development, construction working hours, storage of 

construction materials, construction traffic and traffic 
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management, access, supervision details etc. 

Construction on Sundays and Bank Holidays is not 

permitted, without prior written consent from the 

Planning Authority. 

14. Prior to the commencement of any works, the

applicant shall submit to the Municipal District of
Engineer for formal written agreement, a Roads

Maintenance Programme for the construction phase of

the development including street sweeping/cleaning in

order to prevent muck/debris, excavated materials and
construction materials interfering with the safe

operation of the public road. No materials either

excavated or for construction purposes, shall be stored

on the public road.

15. The applicant shall arrange for a Stage 2 Road
Safety Audit of the final design to be completed prior to

tendering for construction. The design shall be

amended and revised on foot of any recommendations

contained in the audit and the process fully

documented including the formal completion of the
feedback forms to close out the audit.

16. Prior to the opening of the development a Road
Safety Audit Stage 3 shall be undertaken. The

recommendations of same shall be submitted for the

consideration of the Road Design Office and the cost to

implement any such agreed recommendations shall be

borne by the applicant. The applicant shall also include
completion of the feedback form to close out the audit.

Transport Infrastructure Ireland 

Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) acknowledges Recommendations 1 and 2 are accepted and same 
referral of the above proposed development by Kilkenny will be adhered to as the scheme progresses. 

County Council. 

The Planning Authority will be aware that Chapter 7 Recommendation 3 has been adhered to. 

'Enhanced Regional Accessibility' of the National 

Development Plan 2021 - 2030, sets out the key sectoral 

priority of maintaining Ireland's existing national road 

network to a robust and safe standard for users and 

National Strategic Outcome 2 of the National Planning 

Framework, at page 140, includes the objective; 

"Maintaining the strategic capacity and safety of the 

national roads network including planning for future 

capacity enhancements". 

The requirement to safeguard the carrying capacity, 
operational efficiency, safety, and significant national 

investment being made in national roads in accordance 

with official Government policy is similarly reflected in 

the provisions of the Section 28 Ministerial Guidelines 
Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for 
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Planning Authorities (DoECLG, 2012), the EU TEN-T 

Regulation No 1315/2013 and the National Investment 

Framework for Transport in Ireland (NIFTI). As part of 

the national road network, the N25 is a highly important 

national road also identified as part of the TEN-T 

Comprehensive Network. 

Tll's observations seek to address the safety, capacity 

and strategic function of the light rail and national road 

networks in accordance with Tll's statutory functions. 

Official policy in respect of the national road network is 

set out in outlined in the Section 28 Guidelines Spatial 

Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning 

Authorities (DoECLG, 2012). 

The proposed greenway route includes sections along 

local roads that pass under the N25 at two locations 

indicted on Proposed Layout - Glenmore - Sheet 2 of 3, 

Drawing no. 21006-01-0015, REV-, January '23: 

• • the L-7513 passes under the N25 under the

eastern arm of the N25 Glenmore Roundabout,

• • and the L-7501 passes under the N25 under

the southern arm of the N25 Glenmore roundabout.

These bridges on the N25 are TII structures. Any crossing 

of the national road network, including by under or over 

pass or alterations to same will require prior 

consultation with TII and compliance with all relevant TII 

standards as detailed within the TII publications website 

www.tiipublications.ie. 

The planning authority is reminded of the requirements 

of the TII Standard: 'Technical Approval of Road 

Structures on Motorways and Other National Roads for 

structures' (TII, 2009, DN-STR-03001). This Standard 

specifies the procedures to be followed, in order to 

obtain Technical Acceptance for structures on motorway 

and other national road schemes and for the submission 

of as built records. The procedures cover the design of 

all road structures, including bridges, tunnels, subways, 

culverts, buried corrugated steel structures, retaining 

walls, reinforced earth structures, gantries, 

environmental noise barriers and temporary structures 

under or over motorways or other roads carrying public 

traffic. 

The Technical Acceptance Requirements for the 

assessment, alteration, modification, strengthening and 

repair of all road structures must be prepared in 

accordance with the Technical Approval of Road 

Structures on Motorways and Other National Roads for 

structures' (TII, 2009, DN-STR-03001). 

In addition, TII has responsibility for the co-ordinated 

maintenance and renewal of sections of the strategic 

national road network, on behalf of local road 
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authorities, through a combination of (Public Private 

Partnerships) PPP Concessions, Motorway Maintenance 

and Renewal Contracts (MMaRC) and local road 

authorities in association with Tll. The N25 in the vicinity 

of the proposal is subject to a PPP Scheme and co­

ordination with the PPP Concession Company will be 

required. 

Tll notes that the preferred option corridor for the N25 

Waterford to Glenmore scheme extends to the N25 

Glenmore Roundabout and encompasses the area along 

which the proposed greenway passes under the N25 (via 

the L-7501) to Glenmore village. 

Tll recommends the following to be addressed: 

1. The proposed development area includes works

proposed to be carried out in close proximity to the

national road network, which includes structures and
associated services such as drainage. Tll advises that

prior to the commencement of development those

works must be subject to co-ordination with and the

prior approval of Tll and demonstrate compliance with

all relevant Tll standards as detailed within the Tll

publications website www.tiipublications.ie.

2. The national road network in this location is managed

by a combination of Public Private Partnership (PPP)

Concession and the local road authority. The N25 under

which the proposed greenway is to travel is subject to a

PPP Scheme, therefore the applicant/developer should

consult with the PPP Company to ascertain any and all

impacts that the proposed scheme may have in relation

to the operation and maintenance of the PPP Project

Road to ensure that the strategic function of the

national road network is maintained.

3. The proposed development is located in a study area

for a future national road scheme. The Authority
recommends that the planning authority consult with

the local Road Design Office (RDO) in considering this

application.

Tll is available to assist the Council and will facilitate 

review of mitigation proposals prior to commencement 

of development. 

Please acknowledge receipt of this submission in 

accordance with the provisions of the Planning and 

Development Regulations, 2001 as amended. 

Uisce Eireann 

Please accept this submission in respect of the above­

referenced planning application for proposed 

development along Glenmore Village. 

The requirements set-out in the Uisce Eireann 
submission will be adhered to. 
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Uisce Eireann (UE) has reviewed the plans and 
particulars submitted with the application and have the 
following observations; 

Uisce Eireann has no objection in principle to the 
proposal, however our records indicate the presence of 
water services infrastructure which may be impacted 
by the proposed development. 

Uisce Eireann requests that prior to any works being 
undertaken, that the location of any/ all watermain(s) 
/ sewer(s) and any associated fittings shall be 
confirmed on the ground with the local water curator. 

Uisce Eireann requests that the integrity of the 
infrastructure shall be protected during the works and 
the Council's water service's engineer consulted prior to 
and during construction. 

Any design proposal to divert an Uisce Eireann asset 
must be completed in accordance with UE Standard 
Details and Codes of Practice which are available on the 
Uisce Eireann website. Where an Uisce Eireann asset is 
altered or diverted a Diversion Agreement is required. 
Details on this process can be found at 
https://www.water.ie/connections/developer­
services/diversions/. 

The Drinking Water Regulations (SI 99 of 2023), 
Regulation 21(3), require water suppliers, local 
authorities, and public bodies to set up drinking water 
fonts (or equivalent) in public spaces to promote the use 
of tap water, where technically feasible. UE will facilitate 
connections for such purposes subject to standard terms 
and conditions. The design team should make provision 
for this regulation and identify potential locations for 
drinking water font(s) to the public network on the 
preferred route. 

Uisce Eireann respectfully requests any grant of 
permission be conditioned as follows: 

1. The applicant shall liaise with Uisce Eireann regarding
existing water services infrastructure in the vicinity of
the proposal prior to and during construction to ensure
that the integrity of Uisce Eireann's infrastructure shall
be protected both during and after the completion of
the works relating to this proposal.

Uisce Eireann's Standard Details and Codes of Practice: 
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i. All development shall be carried out in compliance
with Uisce Eireann's Standard Details and Codes of

Practice. Further information on Uisce Eireann's
Standard Details and Codes of Practice can be found via
our website or via link.

ii. Uisce Eireann does not permit any build over of its
assets and separation distances as per Uisce Eireann's
Standard Details and Codes of Practice must be 
achieved. Further information on Diversion/ Build-Over
enquiries and Uisce Eireann separation distances can be
found via our website or via link.

iii. The applicant must contact Uisce Eireann for any
proposals to build over or divert existing water or
wastewater services and submit details to Uisce Eireann
for assessment of feasibility and have in place a written
Confirmation of Feasibility (COF) of Diversion(s) from
Uisce Eireann prior to any works beginning onsite.

Reason: To provide adequate water and wastewater 
facilities. 

Queries relating to the terms and observations above 
should be directed to planning@water.ie 
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Copy of Original Submissions received 
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John Malone 

It is of my opinion th.rt what ye are proposing to link. the Greenway from Bal tyve-meen to Glenmore 

Village is the very same as putting the cart bef«e the horse.The cappagh Road is in serious need of 

widening before any Greenway link is considered, the cappagfl Road will be tile main acoe..ss route to 

the creameryfortnJds and agricultural machinery, if the road remains as it is only a matter of time 

before- someone is seriously injured or god forbid killed. 

Kind regards 

Johnmalone 

Email 20/09/2023 
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Author: 
John Kirwan 

Observations 
Part 8 Application Form 

The impact on the flora and fauna in the area is a concern. There is a badger set in the area and the 

badgers pass over Cappagh road. With fencing in place this will disturb their movement patterns. Deer 

graze and rest in this field. A rare dragonfly has been seen in the area. There is a fairy bush along the 

proposed pathway. The plans at the bridge from Jamestown to Cappagh don't give enough detail about 

its construction, this stream has salmon and digging near it may disturb them. the planning permission 

doesn't include detailed plans on how this will be built. 1 Ometers into a field is a large area to be removed 

from wildlife. The end of the proposed cycle lane in Glenmore village doesn't include parking/rest area. 

Space in the village is limited for residents to park. There are insufficient amenities in the village, eg 

public toilets, public parking or public transport. These amenities are essential in order for these plans 

to proceed. 
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Author: 

Edward & Eilish Doolan 

Observations 
Part 8 Application Form 
Title: 
South East Greenway link to Glenmore village 

We are landowners on the left hand side of the L7539 where it joins the L7513. We were surprised 
upon inspecting the information on display at the open afternoon in the community center to see 
that our land is to be impacted by this development. We were given no prior notice of this proposed 
land take, and believe that we are the only landowners on the route that were not contacted in this 
regard. We have already lost lands by way of CPO to the construction of the New Ross bypass and 
are against any further loss of lands. 
It is our view that the proposed crossing (should it go ahead) be re located directly across the road 
onto lands owned by TII where there would be no impact on private land. Furthermore we would 
question the viability of the overall scheme as we believe that it will not deliver a return on 
investment, and would question what feasibility data (if any) is being used to support the proposed 

public expenditure. We also feel that the narrowing of the road carriageway in both underpasses is 
not a feasible option as it will further restrict traffic movements. This is particularly so in the smaller 
N25 underpass which is already compromised by the lack of width in the carriageway which only 

allows one vehicle at a time to pass through. Any further narrowing of that carriageway and the 
introduction of higher numbers of pedestrians must surely not be safe within the confines of the 
existing underpass. 

Kind Regards Eddie & Eilish Doolan 
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Author: 
Bretta O'Callaghan 

Observations 
Part 8 Application Form 

Title: 
Environment 
The plans are not specific about the impact the proposed cycle lane could have on the local wildlife. 

It is unclear what construction will be undertaken and what kind of structure will be places near 
stream/bridge. What impact will this have on to flow of the stream and fish. 
Although the idea to keep the existing ditch to preserve the hedgerows for wildlife this is results in 
more farm land being removed. The cross sections show this will be minimum of 8 meters wide. 

One either side of the track will be fencing, there are foxes and badgers in the area that frequently 
cross the road in Cappagh for food and breeding. Deer have been sighted in the fields near the 
stream and they often rest in the area. Along the proposed track is a Sceach growing in the field 

unconnected to either ditch, this Sceach is a Fairy Bush and should not be removed. 
This field is used for horses to graze. Unfortunately, common sense is not so common so I fear 
passers-by would try feeding my horses "treats" that shouldn't be given to them and result in 

becoming unwell. And littering is a concern too. 

Recreation & Community facilities 
Title: 

Local amenities 
The proposed plan doesn't include and parking/rest area at the end of the track. When cyclists arrive 
in Glenmore village where do they park their bikes. If a pedestrian wishes to start in the village where 

do they park their cars? Space in the village for local resident to park is already limited. There are 
no public toilets, no public transport and no shop in the village at present. 
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Author: 
Des Ennett 

Observations 
Par t 8 Application Form 
Trtle: 
Glenmore Village Link to Waterford/New Ross Greenway 

The proposed tink from the village of Glenmore to the Waterfol'd/New Ross 

Greenway will run alongside the Gappagh road. It is proposed to be a "3-metre hard­

topped cycle track with 1-rnetre verges behind the hedge/verge within private lands 

along the L7510". 

This proposed track will completely cut-off the easy and safe access to my land, as 

the only entrance to this field is from the L7510. This fie.Id is used for livestock and 

heavy machinery, both of which require safe access from the road. The presence of 

this cycleway would make access far more dangerous and difficult for all 

concerned. There is a steep gradient in this field which means that facmtating the 3-

metre-wide cyde track will require a very large footpril� in order to have a safe, 

level, and stabre path. The potential loss of this large amount of land under this 

proposed route wiD have negative economic implications for me, as this is one of my 

largest fields. This field ts used for livestock, including two bulls during the breeding 

season, which poses a danger to walkers, cyclists, and livestock alike. This field 

sweeps down to a stream that often floods, and becomes fast-flowing and deep, 

which would be very dangerous should somebody wander sLightly off of the route. I 

am in favour of improving the village, but this route will come at a high cost to both 

myself and the county council. 

I would like to propose an alternative solution that entafls the widening of the existing 

road (L7510), as there is a very wide unused verge alongside the road in Cappagh. 

In this proposal, very little work and resources would be required to make this a safe, 

scenic pathway and achieve access to the vmage. This wou'ld cause minimal 

destruction to the environment and wildlife, be far more cost-effective, safer, and 

allow the pathway to run, alongside and under one of fhe few roadways that is over­

arched by tall, old, beautiful native trees. The roots of these trees would almost 

certainly be impacted by the groundWorks that would be necessary for the 

construction of the originaDy proposed pathway. My alternative proposal in 

conjunction with traffic calming measures would be a far less impactful solution. 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments� 

Jacqueline Walsh 
Tuesday 19 September 2023 20:55 
Greenway Link Glenmore 
South East Greenway Link to Glenmore Village 
Cappagh Roadjpg 

South East Greenway Link to Glenmore Village. 
My biggest concern with this project is the amount of revenue which this project will cost while the 
Cappagh road remains the same width. The Cappagh Road is the main artery into the Village and is a very 
dangerous stretch of road for local residents. On my daily commute lo the village at school times, I, and 
several other parents, weekly meet the National School bus. On this dangerous winding road we must 

reverse back to allow lhe bus to get through, (please find picture attached). J feel monies would be better 
spent widening the Cappagh road with a pathway for cyclists. 
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From: 
Sent 
To: 
Subject: 

Sent from� 

Sunday 17 September 2023 16,02 
Greernvay Link Glenmore 
Glenmore Village Greenway Link 

Sul>mlS!:lon regarding the proposed lfnk from Glenmore Villase to the Waterford New Ros.s Greenway 

To Whom it may c.oncem, 

Having st\ldied the proposed plans to link the Waterford to New Ross Gre-enway to Glenmore VIiiage presented by 
Kilkenny County Council, I am very concerned and disappointed that the cunrent plans for the project will be a waste 
of tOO<J)<}yers money as they do not lndude the upgrading of the Cappagh Road {L7S10) entrance to the Village of 
Glenmore. 

At the outset I would like to say that hvelcome the plans to h.ave a connection from lite Village of Glenmore to the 
Waterford to New Ross Greenway. In time ft will be a grc�t asset to the Villoge ond the LOcal Community. 

The current propo�d design or the Greenway llnk is to run 3 meters inside the strongty tTee laden ditch with an exit 
on to the Cappagh road adjacent to tt,e Village Sewerage facility ( I arge Septic tank that handles air the village 
sewerage, with out flow directly into the village stream) approximately 100m from tJ,e village. (Road very narrow at 
this point) 

I believe tt\at insuffid!!nt consideration has l>t!en given to the following points: 

1.The Cappagh Road is one of rhe main access routes into the village and is of very poor standard, and has three or
four dangerous l>t!nds.. This road is used by the SChool Bus and delivery trucks accessing the village and the Tirlan Co 
Op Brancti. On many parts of this road is not possible for two \lehicles to pass. The very narrow and carriageway is
further restricted by several seriously overgrown trees. It \1/0uld IJe a scanda lou.s waste of tax payers money to
develop this Greenway ?ilth without lmprovlng the road structure firsI. The road would need to be widened with
dangerous bends and trees removed prior to the placement of the Greenway path.

l. Transport lnfrilstructure Ireland (TII) has racentty completed the corridor selection for the upgrading of the N2S
Glenmore to Slieverue Roundabout. The selected corridor has proposals to widen to a dual carriageway part of the
existing road as it passes Glenmore Viii.age. This w[II presumably lead to the closure of2 of the existing entranoo
roads from the N2S to the village thus putting a lot more traffic on the Cappagh Rood which has direct access to the
N2S roundaboul. Has TII been tonsulted in a meaningful way regarding this matter and asked to comment if the two
link roads be closed when the upgrade of the N25 t.ikes place.

3.The exit on to the Capp,agh Rood at the vfllage sewerage system approximately 100m from the village will be
hazardous as the road will not be able to accommodate Si!fely the pedestrians and cycllst:s, and the regular traffic at
this point. The village sewerage system will need to be upgradecl in the ne.ir future to avoid further pollution of the
local fresh water :!itream and complv with EU laws. Irish Water will need to be consulted to awid any waste of 
money in constructing the greenway path In a place tt\at would inhibit their up grad1ng of the facility.

I trust that these important points will be taken imo consideration going forward 

Yours fuithfully 

Nicholas Kelly 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject 

To whom it May Concern 

Monday 4 Septem er 
Greenway Link Glenmore 
Greenway to Glenmore Village (pedestrian link)

I write tn connection with the proposed pedestrian link from the greenway to Glenmore Village. Since my entry into farming, I have 

had first hand experience of the impact of continuous road improvement works, which have improved the driving experience and 

more recently provided a great amenity with the opening of the greenway. However all of these 'improvements' have seriously 

impacted my ability to farm a small fragmented enterprise. Regarding the greenway, what Is the Insurance position if a cyclist collided 

with the gate.s when they are open to allow cattle movement across the greenway? 

The raflway crossing caused its own issues until the line closure in lhe early 1980s. The impact of road Improvement works on my 

farm began In 1989 approx when the new Waterford to New Ross road split the farm. This was followed by the Rose Fitzgerald 

Kennedy bridge wrth new lfnk roads to the most recent greenway development. On each occasion l have lost land but more 

importantly every development has made my work as a farmer more difficult. Now it appears r will be Impacted again by the 

pedestrian link with a walkway and bus stop planned on my lands. 

Has anyone actually viewed and accessed the practicality of these developments on an extremely sloping site and its Impact on mv

access to this land for future use. Is this the only route available? Having seen the Impact of sloping entrances into my lands on the 

greenway and the situation now following its development, I am concerned that animals may be Injured when they are moved and 

working this land may be impossible. 

I would respe<tfully suggest that alternative options be explored. I am happy to discuss further. 

Kind regards 

�
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Monday 18 September 2023 09:36 

Subject FW: Exit from Greenway into the Village 

From: Maria Treac 

Sent: Sunday 17 September 2023 13:12 

To: Greenway Link Glenmore <greenwaylinkglenmore@kilkennycoco.ie> 

Subject: Exit from Greenway into the Village 

To whom it may concern, 

I am extremely disappointed that no one seen flt to contact me to discuss this proposal before the public meeting 

was held recently in Glenmore Parish Hall. 

I feel the current proposal needs to be reevaluated to ensure the safety of all road users where the greenway exits 

next to our house in Glenmore village. 

We look forward to discussing this with you, 

Maria and William Treacy. 
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Ms. Una Kealy, 
Administrative Officer 

Planning 

14th September 2021.

Ref Part 8 

I Re: Part 8 Proposal South East Greenway link to Glenmore Village. 

A Chara, 

I refer to your email in relation to the above. 

I have inspected the application for the proposed development and the following is 
noted. 

1. It shall be noted that Kilkenny County CouncH in conjunction with TII are in the early

stages of considerations for the provision of a new bus-stop to replace the existing

substandard bus-stop on the N25 at Glenmore HilJ. The location to be chosen for the

proposed bus stop will be targeted on Council owned land in the vicinity of the N25

Glenmore Roundabout. This development may have implications for the ultimate

layout here but as both designs progress it is considered that they will complement

each other. The proposed bus stop when designed will require separate planning

approval. The applicant shall liaise with the Road Design Section of Kilkenny County

Council as the detailed design proceeds to ensure that works do not compromise 

delivery of the improved bus-stop.

2. The maintenance of a hedge separating vehicular and the shared surface in the area

adjacent to the l.57510 is noted. It is noted that this hedge is no longer ,present from

the point at which the ts7510 and the LS7501 intersect nearer the existing N25

roundabout. Edge roadmarkings are noted to be present from this interface which

shall assist with road definftion.

3. It is noted that there is reference on the drawings to modifications ofVRS and culverts

being required. There will be a requirement to undertake significant changes to the

existing VRS in the vicinity of the existing underpasses to facilitate the proposed

development. All modifications shall be subject to the appropr iate design standards

and subject to all necessary consents. Departures from standard shall be sought and

approved where required.

I have no objection to the proposed development subject to the following considerations: 

1. Speed table ramps are noted to be proposed on the local road Ref: LS7510 near

Glenmore Village. It is not immediately apparent if new public lighting is proposed.

Where not already provided it is recommended that public lighting is provided at both

ramps in addition to at the juncture of the L7510 and the off road proposed shared

surface link to ensure adequately 111uminated.
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Wllere provided the public lighting provided sha,IJ have energy effioient LED 

technology and capa'bfe to be adapted for us,e with a central management system 

(CMIS -with 7pi_n NEMA soo'klets) or e-quivalent. The LEDs installed shall be set at a 

minimum of .3000 KeMn. All proposed lighting columns shall be set a minimum of 

750mm from tile roadside edge. Furthelf guidam:e is available in the draft Kilkenny 
County Council Public Lighting Manual and Product Specification 202i. 

2_ The Ro,ad Safety Audit ( RSA) Sta�e 1 i� no�ed to be incomplete_ The fully signed 

fee.clbac,k form has been signed off by ·the project team and cli1:nt accepting the 

pll"oblems identif i.ed by the ·audit team_ The inclusion of the feedbadc fanm will close 

out the audit_ The applicant shall ,ensure the RSA is closed out si,gne.cl off prior to the 

formal cons'ide-ration of the elected members of this Part 8_ 
3_ The applicant sJhall ensure that tne desigin of th,e termination layout of the 

cycling/pedestrian tacili.ty as it joins tile public road accords to the requirements of 

the National Cyding Manual (NCM) and a·ny appropriate TII, DMRB &. DMURS 
standards as required. 

4. The applicant shall design the crossing point near the entrance to the propo-se-d

Ballyvemeen Greenway carp-ark to be either a controlled or 1.mcon"trolled crossing
point. As proposed it appears to be a combination of the two. It is noted that this cul

cfe sac roadway provides access to dwellings plus agricultural lands.

The applicant shall revise the design to provide an uncontrolfed crossing point at this

lo-cation given its position away from an urban area a.nd the absence of public lighting

infrastructure_

5. The applicant shall liaise witlh the Roa.cl De.sign Section of Kilkenny County Council as

the detai ed design pll"oceeds to ensure that wonts do not oompromise deJivery of a·n

improved bus-stop location to service Glenmore Village.

6_ tt is noted that there is reference on the drawings to modifications of VRS and culverts 

being required. All modifications shall be subject to the appropriate design standards 

and subject to aJI nec,essary consents. Departures from standard shall be sought and 

approved wh;:re required. 

7 _ The applicant shal I ensure a certificate of complia nee is completed in accordance with 
NGS Cin:ular 2 of 2022. 

8_ During the detailed design phase, the applicant mall review ·the yield layout proposed 

whe,re narrowin,g of tihe existi�g local roads are proposed at the east-west underpass 
and amend as necessary. Tihe noliTTlal convention is that the direction to yield should 

be that side on 11w·hich the narrowing of the road arises. (It is noted that the yield 

arra·ngement at the north/south underpass is to the normally acc�pted orientation.) 
9_ The applicant shall assess the requirem,ents far the ii umination of the internal area 

of each unde-11pass .structure 11w•here a yield anra111gement is proposed. Thrs to ensure 

the safety of all users of the underpass area. 

10. All new kerbing provided shall be a battered kerb in accordanoe with TII standards.

This to ensure the safety of all road uselfs in ar,eas where ttte default speed limit of

SOk.m/tir applies_
11. All road markings and si,gnage provided shall fotlow the• Department of Transport,

Traffic Signs Manual, 2019. Any fa-ded roadmarlciings shall be renewed as necessary

whe,re required to facilit·ate the proposed dev,elopment_
12. The appl icant shaJI ensure that during tlhe co·n:struction phase a:dequate parking is

provided for all personnel working on the site as parking on the public roadway shall

not be permitted.

13. Plfior to th-e commencement of development, the applkant is required to submit to 

the Municipal Oi5'tlfict Enginee-r for v.·ritte-n agreement a Construction Managerne-nt

Plan to include details regarding a Works Sdledule for the phasing of the
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de-V\ela
1

pment, coMtruction wori(ing !hours, stora�e of construction materials,

co.nstr,uc:tion traffJC and traffic management, access, :supervision details etc. 

Construction on Sundays and B.arik Holi'days is not permitted, without prrior written 

consent from the Planning Authority. 

14. Prior to the co:mmenoement of any works, the applicant sha II submit to the Municipal

District of Engineer forr formal wr'itt,en agreement, aI Roatls Maintenance Programme

for the construction phase of the development including street .sweep"ng/cleanin;g in

order to preve,nt muck/debris, excavated mater\ia.ls and constrruction materials

interrfering witih the safe operation of the J)'Ublic road. N;o materials either exca,vated

or to. construc:ti.on purrposes, shall be stored on the publ ic road.

15. The applicant S'hall arrange forr a Stage 2 Road Safety Audit of thie ifinal design to be 

completed prior to tendering fur construction. The design shall be ame,nded and

,revised on foot of any recommendations c.ontained in tlhe audit and the process ·fully

cfocument,ed including the formal oampletion o;f the feedl!>-ad: forms to close out th.e

audit

16. Prior to the opening of the developme:nt: a Road Safety Audit Stage 3, shaJI be

,,.m.dertaken. The recommendations of same shall be submitted for the considerration

of die Ro.ad Design Offioe and the cost to implement any :such agreed

rrecommendatioru slhall be lbome by the applicant. The applicant shall also include

completion of the fee;d tta dt form to clos.e out the audit.

IMise le me.as, 

Seamus Foley, 

Senior Executive Engineer 

Road Desrgn 
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Denis Malone, A Direa« of Servkes 
Kilkenny Coc.inty Coc.in<il 
County Bui'.ldings 
John Street 
K:i'lkenny 

By email: Gtcscw;;1•LickG!cnmecc@krlffoCYFSK8 is 

Data, I Date 
1'9/09/1:fJ23 

Air dTag I Our Ref. 
TTIB-124026 

RE: Part 8 proposal for South East Greenway link to Glenmore village 

Dear Mr. Malone, 

T1ransp01t lnfrastructwe freland (TII) acknowledges referral of the abo11e proposed develq>ment by Kilkenny County 
Council. 

The Planning Authority will be aware that Cllapter 7 'Enhanced Regional Access1biltry' of the tvariona1 Development Pfan 

2021 - 2030, sets out the key sectoral priority of maintaining Ireland's existing national road networt to a irobust and 
safe standard for users and National Strategic Outcome 2 of the National Planning Framework, at page 140, includes the 
objectille; "Maintaining the strategic capacity and safety of the national roods network including planning for future 

c,apaciry enhancements'. 

The requirement to safeguard the carrying capaC!ity, operational effi:dency, safety, and sig,1ificant national investment 
being made in national roads in a.ca>rdance with official Government policy is similarly reflected in the provisions of tlhe 

Seaion 28 Ministerial Guidelines Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities (DoEa.G, 
201.2), tile EU TEN-T Regulation Ne 1315/2013 and the National Investment framework for Transport in treland (NIFTI I­

As part of the national road network, the N2S is a h�ghly important national road also identified as J>art of the TEN-T 
Compr,ehensive Network 

Tll's observations seek to address the safety, ca:pacity and strategic function of the light rail and nahonal road networks 
in acc'ordance with TI l's statutory functions. Offici;aJ policy in respect of the national road network is set out in outlined 
in tile Section 28 Guidelines Spatial Planning and National Roods Guidelines jar Plarrning Authoritjes (Do£a.G, 2012). 

The proposed greenway route indudes sections along local roads that pa.ss under the N25 at two locations indicted on 
Proposed Layout- Glenmore -Sheet 2 of 3, DT:awing no. 21006-01-0015, REV-, January '23: 

• the L-7513 p·a.sses LS1der the N25 under the eastern ann of the N25 Glenmore Roundabout,
• and the L-7501 passes under the N25 under the southern arm of the N25 Glenmore roundabout_

These bri�es on the N25 are 111 structures. Any amsing of the nationaJ road network, indudin,g by under or over pass 
or alterations to same will r,equire prior conwltation with T1I and compliance with all relevant TII standards as detailed 
within the TII publications website WlfOY tijpubljc:atjgn:; je. 

The planning authority is reminded of the requirements of the Tll Standard: 'Technical Approval of Road Structures on 
Motorways and Otller National Roads for structur·es' {TII, 2009, DN-

S

lR-030011. This Standard specifies the prO<ledures 
to be followed, in order to obtain Technical Acce;ptaoce for structures on motorway and other national road schemes 
and for tihe submission of as buik records. The procedures CQver the design of all iroad structures, including bridges, 
tunnels, sttbways, oulverts, buried co�gated steel structur,es, reta ining walls, reinforced earth structures, gantries, 
environmental noise barriers and temporary structures under· or over motorways or otlher roads carrying public traffic. 

Pre,� Bl� 11annu paa-srlll a !hlf�trralll>m <i<> i llOOll'l"Nr '""" A,ogra ar o-a.rt Samal 111n, 1t1 Oil_,,,, ... ,. 
1'11 pn:,,::,,ssn p,na,11 alibi In .IICl:Oldan:a 'Mth ,ts °"111 l'lutDCti:r, Nati:» a, ... labla 111 -.ti.IL 
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The, Technical A(ceptance Requirements for  the a.sseS$lllent, alteration, modification, strengthening and �a-r of au 
road structwes must be prepared in ac:(ordance with the Technical Approval of Road Structures on Motorways and 
Other Nationa I Roads for structures' (TI I, 2009, IDN-STR-03001). 

In addition, TII has responsibility fon:he co-ordinated maintenance and renewal of sections of the strategic national road 
network, on behalf of locaJ road authorities, through a combination of [�ublic Private Partnerships} PPP Concessions, 
MotOJWay M.iintenance and Renewal Contracts (MMaRC) and local road authorities in association with TIL The N25 in 
the vicinity of the proposal is subject to a PPP Scheme and co-ordinati'Ofl with the PPP Conuission Company will be 
required. 

TII notes that the preferred option c.orridor for the N25 "Waterford to Glenmore scheme extends to the N25 Glenmore 
Roundaoout and enuxrrpasses the area alol'\g which the proposed gree.nway passe.s under the N25 (via the L-7501) t:o 
Glenmore village. 

TIJ recommends the following to be addressed: 

1. The proposed development area includes worts proposed to be carried out in dose proximity to the national
road network, which includes structures and associated s:enrices such as drainage_ TII advises that prior to the 
commencement of development those works must be sUbject to �a-ordination with and tne prior approval of
Tit and demonstrate compliam:e with all relevant TII standards as detai!ed witliin the TII pub!icatioru website
www.tiipublications_ie.

2. The national road network in this location is managed b-y a combination of Pub ic Private Parrtnership {PPP)
Concession and the local road authority. The N25 i..nder which the proposed greenway is to travel is subject t:o
a PPP Scheme, therefore the appl icant/developer should consult with the PiPP Company to ascertain any and all
impacts that the proposed scheme may have in relation t:o the operation and maintenance of the PPP Project 
Road to ensure that the strategic. function of the national road network �maintained.

3. The proposed development is located in a study area for a future national road scheme. The Autliority
recommends that the planning authority consult with the local Road Design Office (ROOI in considering this
application.

TII is available to assist the Council and will facilitate 1r,e1tiew of mitigation proposals prior to conmencement of 
deve lopmen:t. 

Please adcnowledge receipt of �his submission in acro:rdance with th� J!)l"Wisions of the Planning and Development 
Regulations, 2001 as amended_ 

Yours faithfully, 

onbehaHof 
Land Use Planning Unit 
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, Uisce 
Eireann 

Irish Water 

Kilkenny County Council, 
Planning Department, 
County HalJ, 
John Street, 
Kilkenny 

Utsce Eire.inn 
Bosca OP 6000 
8Jol�Allw C 111th 1 
001 WA07 
(1<e 

UiSce iJre-ann 
PO Box 60()0 
Dllblln 1 

By Email: GreenwayLinkGlenmore@kilkennycoco.ie 

Date: 1� September 2023 DOI W/\07 
Ireland 

T: •353 1 39 25000 
F: �353 1 B9 25001 
www,w.1r.,-.I• 

RE: Part VIII - Uisce 6ireann's observations regarding planning - Soulfl East Greenway 
link to Glenmore village 

Dear Sir, Madam, 

Please accept this submissfon in respect of the above-referenced planning application 
for proposed development along Glenmore ViDage_ 

Uisce Eireann (UE) has reviewed the plans and particulars submitted with the 
application and have the following observations; 

Uisce Eireann has no objeclion in principle to the proposal, however our records indicate 
the presence of water services. infrastructure which may be impacted by the proposed 
development. 

Uisce Eirearm requests that prior to any worts being undertaken, that tlhe location of any 
I all watem1ain(s} I sewer(s) and any associated fittings shall be confirmed on the ground 
with tt:te local water curator. 

Uisce Eireann requests that the integrity of the infrastructure shall be protected during 
the works and ltle Council's water service's engineer consulted prior to and during 
construction. 

Any design proposal to cfwert an Uisce Eirearm asset must be completed in accordance 
with UE Standard Detail's and Codes of Pra.ctice which are available on the Uisce 
Eireann websr!e. Where an Uisce Breann asset is altered or diverted a Diversion 
Agreement is required_ Details on this process can be found at 
https:/hwlw.water.ielconnections/developer-servicesJdiversions/. 

The Drinking Water Regulations (SI 991 of 20e3), Regulation 21(3}, require water 
suppliers, local authorities, and public bodies to set up drinking water fonts (or 
equivalent) in pubtic spaces to promote the use of ta,p water, where technically feasible. 
UE wm facilitate connections for such purposes subject to standard terms and 
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conditions. The design team should make provision for this regulation and identify 
potential locations for drinkling water font{s) to the public netwoc1t on the preferred route. 

Uisce Eireann respectfully requests any grarnt of permission be conditioned as follows: 

1. The applicant shaD liaise with Uisce Eireann regarding existing water services
infrastructure i11 the vicinity of the proposal prior to and during construction to
ensure that the integrity of Uisce Eireann's infrastructure shall be protected both
during and after lhe completion of the works relating to th is proposal.

Uisce Eireann1s Standard Deh,ils and Codes of Prnct1ice: 

i. All development shaD be carried out in compliance with U.isce Brean n's Standard

Details and Codes of Practice. further information on Uisoe IE.ireann's Standard
Details and Codes of Practice can be found via our web-site or via Wlls..

ii. Uisee Eireann does 111ot permit any bujld over of its assets and separation 
distances as per Uisce Eireann's Standard Deta,1s and C-odes of Practice muse
be achieved. further information on Diversion I Build-Over enquiries a111d Uisce
Eireann separation dismnees can be found via our website or via llil!s,.

iil. Tlhe appUcant must contact Uisce Eireann for any proposals ro build over or divert 
ex.is.ting water or wastewater services arnd submit details to Uisce Ei reann for 
assessment of feasibility and have in place a written Confirmation of FeasibElity 
(COF) of Oiversion(s) from Uisce Eireann priorr to any wor1<s beginning onsite. 

Reason: To provide adequafe wafer and wastewater facinties. 

Queries relating to the tem1s a111d ,observations above should be directed to 
pfannir1g@water.ie 

PP. Ali Robinson 

Yvonne· Harris 
Conneetions and Developer Sewices 
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Kilkenny County Council 

Comhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh 

South East Greenway Link to Glenmore vmase, Co. Kilkenny 

Public Consultation Feedback Form 

Nam•: 

Phone No: 

E-mail:

Please p«DY1de any details/c0t11me'll-S you thil\ a,e relcvan Jo, the ��1� propo_u� 

/ ,.n,.,/ ,I /;r Ir, .rv ..,., " I I"'/.,. �., 0./:J; '' 

r/4 .r-... -1�-i: lw � ' '".J l°l""',I � O•l µ.. 

IJ.lft. o/, fl.< �./ "'"'� /<, -/IJu hr,1&<> 

.i 0 ,..,,,. ,, l:!'11 • 
1A•e .. I/.-.,/ ,., .. ,.{,"' t'-'/ + ... "fr,,,. 

a� Jt ;�':.) /.jjd .3 �,� l,,L_,., ✓ '6t l,I..,.� 

r,c.�,� 1.J 
. 

Aller,,.lhrclv; submiu,c>ns OI observ.-,tlons w,th respect to the propowd df'\l�lopment, may be 
m.-idP 

• onhne at httl>s / /consult lcl kennv IP/en or
• vi.i <:mail to G,�enwayUnli.Glenmore@kol .-rinytoco le,
• in wntlng to the Plunn,ns Department, County H.JII, John Street, Kl enny

The Latest date •or rece pt of subm1ss1on� CH1 the abovt! sc�e ll, T11e� thtJ ar of S.pi:.mber, 
2023. 
Submfss,,01'1$ �houkl be cite arty mar ed 'Solith bit GrttJiWay n1c to Gle11J1W1re bci!". 
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Kilkenny County Council 

Comhafrle Chontae Chill Chainnigh 

South East Greenway Unk to Glenmore VIiiage, Co. KHkenny 

Public Consultation Feedback Form 
,...._ _________ _

Name: 

Addre5S: 

Phone No: 

PIH�� provide ■nl' MDlb/comnwnu you thl'lk ere reltv.ant for tne Kh1mc prop0s1i: 
- -

Altematr11ely, !!oubrrns.1on� or ob�en1a1,ons with 11!!!.0ect to the prop,o1ed de-.e10pment, may b<1 
INde 

• on.Irie •t '"-'hl"-'11H=====i..:,..,:=
• via emall lo Gr.:«rJtmtdJ.ll�WI!.2!.!:�Jlt�o�,I�
• n writing to the Plannlns Dl!l)itrtmnnt, CDunty Hlll • John Street, Kllkermy

Th!! latMt d.Jte for rccelQi or s.ut,n,IS).lons on l� 1-bu11e �me � TuMd:ly dl1 lfl" of Stpt•mbtr, 
2(>23, 
Si.bm1ne>ns J.hou.ld btdca.r'tv rn..-Ud '$o11rh fan Greenway link toGlirnmorc vilt11e', 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report is the Route Selection Report for the proposed Southeast Greenway Linkage. The report 

has been prepared by Roadplan Consulting in partnership with Trail Kilkenny and Kilkenny County 

Council. 

The purpose of the report is to identify appropriate locations for new links from the new Southeast 

Greenway to the village of Glenmore. The purpose of this link is to provide connectivity for both cydists 

and pedestrians from the Greenway to the village on the basis that that the introduction of safe and 

comfortable links would encourage visitors to explore the village and in turn stimulate the economy of 

the settlement. 

This report sets out the project background, the policy guidelines that relate to greenway schemes of 

this type and the overall aims and objectives of the scheme. The report identifies the constraints, 

opportunities and areas of interest within the study areas, proposes a number of route options and 

identifies an emerging preferred route for Glenmore. 

The report: 

• describes these routes, 

• identifies their scoring against the assessment criteria,

• describes the community and stakeholder consultation process carried out and summarises

the feedback on the scheme proposals received, 

• explains why the preferred route was selected and,

• outlines the next steps in the development of the scheme.

The preferred route has been identified for Glenmore and this runs from the proposed Ballyverneen 

carpark to the village via the Cappagh Road. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project Background 

The Kilkenny Leader Partnership (KLP) and Trail Kilkenny (TK) initially identified the opportunity to 

convert the disused railway l ine from Waterford to New Ross as a Green·way. 

This has paved the way for the development of the South East Greenway project by the local authorities 

of Kilkenny, Wexford and Waterford, with KLP as a critical stakeholder. The local authorities have 

agreed to collaborate in developing a greenway from Mount Elliott in New Ross to Ferrybank in 

Waterford City, and it is now under construction. 

The Greenway links New Ross at Rosbercon with Waterford at the proposed North Quays development. 

However, most of the Greenway passes through the South Kilkenny countryside. In order to maximise 

the potential commercial, economic and recreational benefits from the ne,1\1 Greenway, dearly defined 

links between the surrounding villages and the Greenway are required. The purpose of the links is to 

provide connectivity for both cyclists and pedestrians from the Greenway to the village of Glenmore. It 

is anticipated that the introduction of a safe and comfortabl e links would encourage visitors to explore 

the village and in turn stimulate the local economy of the settlement. 
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Figure 1.1 - Route of the Southeast Greenway (New Ross to Waterford) 

The Project forms part of an overall collaborative vision and strategy for the development of an 

integrated network of Greenways and Blueways as outdoor recreational amenities, for the Southeast 
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region. The development of this Project, as part of the overall regional strategy, will attract domestic 

and international visitors to come, explore and stay in the region. It will connect with existing and 

planned Greenways and Blueways and will make provision for links to other local cycling and walking 

trails, tourism attractions/experiences and towns and villages along its route , creating a recreational 

pathway for use b y  local communities, attracting both domestic and overseas visitors to the area, 

providing an economic boost for rural communities, and encouraging and promoting walking and cycling 

in a safe and controlled environment. Works are well advanced on the construction of the 24km long 

Greenway. 

The aim of this project is to identi fy route options and then determine the optimum connection routes to 

link the village of Glenmore with the new Greenway. 
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2 POLICY DOCUMENTS AND GUIDELINES 

The following European, National, Regional and Local Policy Documents and Guidelines contain 

policies and objectives to promote and develop sustainable transport and cycling initiatives as well as 

recreational and tourism related objectives. 

2.1 European Policy and Guidelines 

'Europe 2020 - A Strategy for Smart, Sustainable and Inclusive Growth' puts forward three 

mutually reinforcing priorities for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth. Sustainable transport strategy 

is set out under lhe "sustainable growth" priority, through flagship Initiative: "Resource efficient Europe", 

which supports a shift towards a resource efficient and low carbon economy. 

The TEN-T - Connecting Europe Policy (2014) focuses on connecting Europe through major 

infrastructure such as rail and roads. It highlights the potential for long distance walking and cycling 

routes. 

European Cyclists' Federation's EU Cycling Strategy: Recommendations for  Delivering Green 

Growth and an Effective Mobility in 2030" is the result of a systematic review of all EU policies related 

to cycling. The central objectives of the plan are as follows: 

• Cycling should be an equal partner in the mobility system 

• Grow cycle use in the EU by 50% at an average in 2019/2020-2030 

• Cut rates of cyclists killed and seriously injured by half (in km cycled) in 2019/2020-2030

• Raise EU investment in cycling to €3bn in 2021-27; and €6bn from 2028-34.

2.2 National and Regional Policy and Guidelines 

2.2.1 Project Ireland 2040 National Plarmmg Framework. and National Development Plan 2018-

2027 

Project Ireland 2040 is the Irish Governments overarching policy initiative for the long-term planning of 

the State. It is informed by the Programme for a Partnership Govemment 2016, which recognises that 

economic and social progress go hand-in-hand, and is made up of the "National Planning Framework 

to 2040" and the "National Development Plan 2018-2027". 

2.2.2 National Planning Framework to 2040 

This is the Government's high-level strategic plan for shaping the future growth and development of the 

country out to the year 2040. It seeks to achieve ten strategic outcomes including lhe following: 

• National Strategic Outcome 3: S trengthened Rural Economies and Communlies including an

objective to "Invest in Greenways, blue ways and peatways as part of a nationally coordinated

strategy" 

• National Strategic Outcome 4: Sustainable Mobility including an objective to "Develop a

comprehensive network of safe cycling routes in metropolitan areas to address travel needs 

and to provide similar facilities in towns and villages where appropriate."

• National Strategic Outcome 7: Enhanced Amenities and Heritage including an objective to

"Invest in and enable access to recreational facilities, including trails networks, designed and

delivered with a strong emphasis on conservation"

• National Strategic Outcome 8: Transition to a Low-Carbon atxl Climate-Resiliert Society

induding developing metropolitan cyding and walking networns and Greenways.

The importance of Greenway developments to support rural job creation is highlighted noting that "the 

development of Greenways, blue ways and peatways offer a unique alternative means for tourists and 
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visitors to access and enjoy rural Ireland. The development of a strategic national networ1< of these trails 

is a priority and will support the development of rural communities and job creation in the rural economy• 

2.2.3 National Development Plan 2021 - 2030

The National Development Plan 2021-2030 is the most recent in the series of Government Capital 

plans and identifies the strategic priorities for public capital investment for all sectors to meet the 

strategic outcomes of the National Planning Framework. 

Investment in activity-based tourism, including Greenways, is identified as be a priority over the period 

of the National Development Plan. Investment in sustainable travel measures, including comprehensive 

Cyding and Walking Networks for metropolitan areas, and expanded Greenways is also identified as a 

priority in delivering a transition to a Low-Carbon society. 

2.2.4 Dept. for Transport., Tour;sm and Sport's: "Strategy for the Future Development of

National and Regional Greenways - July 2018" 

The Report was published in July 2018, following an extensive national consultations process 

undertaken in 2017. The Strategy outlines the Irish Government's objective to assist in the strategic 

development of Greenvvays to an appropriate standard in order to deliver a quality experience for 

Greenway users. It recognises the benefits that can arise from the further development of Greenways 

in Ireland, as a tourism product with significant potential to attract overseas visitors, for local 

communities in terms of economic benefits, and for all users as an amenity for physical activity and a 

contributor to health and wellbeing. 

The objective of the Strategy is 'to assist in the strategic development of nationally and regionally 

significant Greenvvays in appropriate location s constructed to an appropriate standard in order to deliver 

a quafity experience for all Greenways users". It also aims to "increase the number and geographical 

spread of Greenways of scafe and quafity around the country over the next 10 years with a consequent 

significant increase in the number of people using Greenways as a visitor experience and as a 

recreationaf amenity". 

To achieve these objectives, the Strategy requires project promoters to work with Local Communities, 

Local Landowners, Local Authorities and other relevant State Bodies and organisations to deliver: 

• A Strategic Greerrway network of national and regional routes, with a number of high-capacity

flagship routes that can be extended and/or link with locaf Greenways and other cycling and

walking infrastructure;

• Greenways of scafe and appropriate standard that have significant potential to deliver an

increase in activity tourism to Ireland and are regularly used by overseas visitors, domestic

vislors and locals thereby contributing to a heafthier society through increased physical activly;

• Greenways that provide a substantially segregated off road experience linking places of 

interest, recreation and leisure in areas with beautiful scene,y of different types with plenty to 

see and do; 

• Greenways that provide opportunities for the development of local businesses and economies;

• Greerrways that are developed with all relevart stakeholders in line with an agreed c<Xie of

practice.

The Strategy identifies a 'best practice' approach to the development (i.e. throughout the public 

consultation and land access processes) and the design of greenways, which the project team has 

considered and will adopt, where relevant and as far as is practicable. 

The strategy emphasises the requirement for early-stage consultation with affected landowners. 

The strategy identifies design principles and standards that should be considered throughout the design 

process and introduces additional design guidance in the form of the Greenways and Cycle Routes 

Ancillary Infrastructure Guidelines which will be applied on this project where applicable and feasible. 
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Post construction, the strategy proposes an accreditation system, similar to the Sport Ireland trails 

register, which requires a minimum standard to be met for a Greenway to be accredited. 

It highlights the benefits (based on experience to date in the Rep of Ireland) that can arise fi'"om the 

further development of Greenways as: 

• a tourism product with significant potential to attract overseas visitors

• for local communities in terms of economic benefits

• as an amenity for physical activity and a contributor to health and wellbeing.

2.2.5 Smarter Travel - A Sustainable Transport Future 

A New Transport Policy for Ireland 2009-2020. Relevant objectives are: 

• Action 15 of the plan by striving to create a strong cycling culture;

• Action 17 through exploring opportunities to make a former railway line available for walking

and cycling trails.

2.2.6 National Cycle Policy Frameworh 2009 

Ireland's first National Cycle Policy Framework was launched in April 2009. It outlines 19 specific 

objectives, and details the 109 individual but integrated actions, aimed at ensuring that a cycling culture 

is developed in Ireland to the extent that, by 2020, 10% of all journeys will be by  bike. The project 

supports the overall aims and objectives of the plan and in particular (but not limited to): 

Objective 3: Provide designated rural cycle networks especially for visitors and recreational cycling. 

2.2.7 Regional Pfanning Guidelines for the South-East Region (2010-2022) 

The Guidelines acknowledge that current cycling infrastructure in the region is currently limited but 

outlines an aim to encourage greater shift to cyding/ walking by the promotions of the strategies outlined 

in the Smarter Travel Policy and the National Cycling Policy Framework as referenced above. 

The project will support specific cycling and walking Policy in Section 5: 

PPO 5.8 'To promote and facilitate the sustainable development of cycling and walking facilities in the 

region, including development of 'SI i na Slainte' and 'Greenways' in urban and rural areas.' To promote 

the development of cyding by the construction and improvement of cycle links within the region. 

22.8 Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy for the Southern Region 

The Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy (RSES) for the Southern Region will implement the policies 

and goals of the NPF and NOP. A summary of the regional planning objectives (RPO's) that are relevant 

to the Glenmore Link project are listed below: 

RPO 46 - Digital and Physical Infrastructure in Rural Areas: It is an objective to expedite the 

completion of infrastructure servicing diverse settlements to support innovation, enterprise start-ups 

and competitiveness. This includes high quality broadband and mobile co mmunication services to all 

rural location, water and wastewater facilities for the growth of settlements, sustainable energy supply, 

enhanced transport including rural public transportation services and greenway waking and pedestrian 

corridors between settlements. 

RPO 53 - Tourism: 

b. Promote activity tourism subject to appropriate site selection and environmental assessment

processes:
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d. Sustainability develop walking and cyding trails opening greater accessibility to the marine and

countryside environment by sustainable modes and promote the sustainable designation and delivery

of Greenway and BlueV>tay Corridors. 

e .  Facilitate appropriate tourism development and in particular a National Greenways, Blueways and 

Peatways Strategy, prioritising sustainable projects that achieve maximum impact and connectivity at 

national and regional levels. 

RPO 174 - Walking and Cycling: The following walking and cycling objectives are supported and will 

guide investment subject to the required appraisal: 

• Delivery of cycle routes, Greenway and Blueway corridor projects (subject to appropriate site

selection and environmental assessment processes) having regard to the Strategy for the

Future De velopment of National and Regional Greenways July 2018;

• Delivery of high-quality safe cycle route network across the Region and cycling environments

(applicable to cities, towns and villages) with provision for segregated cycle tracks;

• Development of a safe cyding infrastructure to cater for the needs of all groups of cyclists,

especially new cyclists, school children elderly etc.

• Safe walking and cycling routes especially in the approach to schools; 

• Greenways in the Region shall be linked up to a network to improve connectivity w�hin the 

Region for walking routes and commuter cyclist in addition to recreational amenity functions; 

• Creating an safer environment for pedestrians and cyclists off the arterial roads shall be

supported by large scale 30 km/h limits (except for main arterial roads) and adequate junction

re-design;

• A cycle network that is coherent, continuous and safe, particularly when going through busy

junctions; 

• Alternative "quiet" routes must be established and signposted for cycling and walking to improve

the uptake of active travel;

• Place walkability and accessibility by walking mode as a central objective in the planning and

design of all new developments/ new development areas, transport infrastructure and public

transport services;

• Enhance pedestrian facilities in all urban areas in the region;

• Support sustainable pedestrian and cyclist greenway initiatives and the potential for

interconnections between greenV>tays subject to robust site selection processes and

environmental assessment processes;

• Support accessibility to walking routes for people with disabilities.

• A buffer distance shall be maintained between walking, cycling, Greenway and Blueway

corridors and from oostal areas, particularly those subject to current and future erosion, as well

as rivers and canals to ensure protection of riparian zones; and; 

• Such initiatives shall commit to feasibility and route selection studies with a view to identifying

and subsequent avoiding high sensitivity feeding or nesting points for birds and other sensitive

fauna.

RPO 201 -National Trails, walking Routes, Greenway and Blueway Corridors: It is an objective to 

support investment in the development of walking and cyding facilities, greenway and blueway corridors 

within the region between our Regions settlements and the potential for sustainable linkages to create 

interregional greenways. Proposals for investment in walking and cycling facilities, greenway and 

blueway conidors should be based on the rigorous site/ route selection studies and Local authorities 

of environmental assessment, including all necessary reports to assess the potential impact on 
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development does not contribute to loss of biodiversity. Local authorities and other public agencies shall 

seek to promote and support access lo rural areas including upland areas, forestry, costal areas 

conjunction with other public bodies, representative agencies and community groups and shall identify 

and protect existing paths, walkways and rights of way. 

2.2.9 People, Place and Polley- Growing Tourism to 2025 (March 2015) 

This Government Tourism Policy Statement sets out the Government's primary objective in maximising 

the services export revenue of the sector. The policy highlights the importance of high-quality facilities 

for activity-based tourism in the marketing of Ireland as a holiday destination. II notes the government's 

support for development and improvement of facilities for visitor activities including Greenways. 

2.2.10 rallte Ireland Strategy for Development of Irish Cycle Tourism 2007 

Faille Ireland (Fl) produced its Strategy for the Development of Irish Cyde Tourism in 2007. It obseived 

that cycle tourism had declined in Ireland since 2000. The Fl strategy also referenced research which 

found, among other things, that: 

• Cycling on Irish roads is not perceived to be safe - cyclists face dangerous bends, fast cars,

intimidating HGVs, more traffic and higher speeds; 

• There are very few, if any, traffic-free routes to cater for touring cyclists wanting to leave the

cities to discover the countryside or for families who wish to participate in cycling. 

The purpose of the Fl strategy was to determine how best to renew the popularity of cyding in Ireland, 

how to encourage visitors to come to cycle in Ireland, and how to ensure that cycle tourism can generate 

visitor spend in rural areas. It proposed an approximately 3,000km long cycle network running from 

Donegal along the west, south and southeast coasts and continuing along the east coast as far as the 

Northern Ireland border. 

The Strategy identified the following needs for cycle tourists: 

• Safe places to cycle and consideration from other road users; 

• Attractive routes with good scenery;

• Well-connected and signposted routes and destinations avoiding long detours;

• Opportunities to visit local attractions and specific places of interest;

• Food, accommodation and refreshments available at intervals, which reflect comfortable

distances for stopping off/ overnight stops.

2.2.11 Failte Ireland Cycling and Activities Research, 2013 

In May 2013 Failte Ireland commissioned cycling research in order to, among other things, infom, the 

route selection process of the route. Just over 15,000 people surveyed in Germany, France, Great 

Britain and Ireland. Respondents to this market research identified a beautiful landscape and scenery, 

and traffic-free cycling and safety of the cycle route as the m ost important attributes of a tourism cycle 

route. 

This research indicates that directness of route is not a critical factor in the provision of a satisfactory 

leisure cycle route; picturesque landscapes and traffic free routes with good connections to towns and 

villages are rated highly. 

2.2.12 Climate Action Plan (2021) 

The Climate Action Plan 2021 provides a detailed plan for taking decisive action to achieve 51 % 

reduction in overall greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 and setting us on a path to reach net zero 

emissions by no later than 2050, as committed to the Programme for Government and set out in the 
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Climate Act 2021. Specific actions identified in the plan which relate to the proposed Glenmore link are 

noted below: 

Action 225: Continue the improvement and expansion of the active travel and greenway network. 

Action 227: Construct an additional 1,000km of cyding and walking infrastructure. 

Action 228: Encourage an increased level of modal shit towards active t ravel (walking and cycling) 

and away from private car use. 

2.2.13 People, Place and Policy- Growing Tourism to 2025 

The Government's Tourism Policy Statement People, Place and Policy- Growing Tourism to 2025 was 
published in March 2015. This policy statement is centred on Ireland achieving its full potential as a 
destination for overseas tourism. It confirms that the Government's aim was that by 2025, Ireland would 
have a vibrant, attractive tourism sector that makes a significant contribution to employment across the 
country; is economically, socially and environmentally sustainable, helps promote a positive image of 
Ireland overseas, and is a sector that people wish to work in. The proposed Glenmore Link and its 
potential to enhance tourism in the local area is in line with the aims of this document. 

2.2.14 Action Plan for Rural Development 

The Action Plan for Rural Development contains more than 270 actions to support the economic and 
social development of rural Ireland. This plan provides a visible, cohesive and coordinated approach 
across the whole of Government to rural development. Objectives and Actions relevant to the proposed 
Glenmore Link include: 

Pillar 3 Key Objective: Develop and promote Activity Tourism in rural areas through the development 
o fb lueways, greenways and other recreational opportunities. 

Action No. 169: Enhance Infrastructure on and along the inland na.,,;gation system to support increased 
recreational and economic activity in rural Ireland. 

Action No. 170: Through the Rural Recreational Scheme, provide funding for new recreation 
infrastructure and the maintenance of existing structures resulting in the creation and retention of jobs 
in rural areas, 

Action No. 172: Ensure co-ordination of major outdoor recreation projects with all main State 
landowners to maximise potential for sustainable tourism in rural areas through the Inter-Agency Group 
on Outdoor Recreation. 

Action No. 196: Encourage the conseNation and reuse of historic properties and lettings to tourists in 
rural communities. 

2.2.15 Rural Development Polley (2021-2025) 

This document outlines the Government's plan to development the economies of rural places in Ireland. 
Policy measures relevant to the proposed Glenmore Link are listed below: 

Policy Measure 36: Invest in greenways, blueways, walking trails and other outdoor recreation 
infrastructure to support in outdoor recreational tourism. 

Policy Measure 64: Invest in infrastructure, including water and wastewater infrastructure, to support 
the development of rural towns and villages. 

Policy Measure 102: Invest in high quality walking and cycling infrastructure specifically targeted at 
towns and villages across the count ry. 

21006-01-108 Draft. 1 May2023 12 

South East Greenway Link to Glenmore Village - Chief Executives Report Page 85 



Kilkenny Co Co SE Greenway Unk - Glenmore Roadplan 

2.2.16 National Physical Activity Plan for Ireland 

The aim of the National Physical Activity Plan is to increase physical activity levels across the whole 
population. It aims to create a society which facilitates people whether at home at work or at play to 
lead an active way of life. Objectives relevant to the Glenmore Link are listed below: 

Objective 36: Prioritise the planning and development of walking and cycling and general recreational 
/ physical activity infrastructure. 

Objective 37: Explore opportunities to maximise physical activity and recreation amenities in the natural 
environment. 

2.2.17 Alignment with Government Polley I Planning Context 

Based on the above review, it is evident that the development of a Link between Glenmore and the 

South East Greenway would be well aligned with National and Regional policy objectives. 

2.3 Local Policy Documents 

2.3.1 KIikenny City and County Development Plan 2021 - 2027 

The current adopted development plan is the Kilkenny City and County Development Pfan 2021-2027. 

The key issues addressed in this Plan are as follows: 

• Contributing towards achieving climate change targets in particular by means of encouraging

and facilitating a modal shift tcmards more sustainable travel modes and patterns and an

increase in renewable energy production, including wind, solar and bio energy, both at a macro

and micro scale.

• Delivering compact grov-Jf:h in the form envisaged under the NPF and RSES for Kilkenny City,

the Watetford MASP area and the tcwns and villages of the county.

• Facilitate the delivery of increased housing supply from both public and private sources.

• Facilitating the recovery of businesses across the county from the impacts of Covid-19 and

helping businesses respond to the cha 1/enges presented by Brexlt.

• The continued delivery of the Abbey Qualfer Ma!ierplan area.

• Facilitating the recovery from the impacts of Covid-19 on the tourism sector in the county and

further development.

• Encouraging and supporting sustainable rural develapment by facilitating sustainable rural

settlement patterns that will revitalise and sustain smaller towns and villages whilst continuing

to facilitate the housing need offarming families and rural dwellers.

• Delivery of key infrastructure for the City and County to facilitate development.

Relevant key points/ objectives within the plan are as follows: 

Climate Change 

Strategic Aim: 

To provide a policy 1ramework with objectives and actions in this City and County Development Plan to 

facilitate the transition to a low carbon and climate resilient County with an emphasis on reduction in 

energy demand and greenhouse gas emissions, through a combination of effective mitigation and 

adaptation responses to climate change 

2A - To support and encourage sustainable compact growth and settlement patterns, integrate land 

use and transportation, and maximise opportunities through development form, layout and design to 

secure climate resilience and reduce carbon emissions. 
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2F - To adopt nature-based approaches and green infrastructural solutions as viable mitigation and 

adaptation measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions where feasible. The Council will promote 

and support physical activity, active recreation and an active lifestyle. 

Economic Development 

5C - To continue to develop sustainable high quality tourism, leisure and complementary actMties for 

the City & County with the key stakeholders enhancing the position of Kilkenny as a Hero site within 

Ireland's Ancient East branding. 

5E - Invest in public realm to create more multi-functional vibrant and inviting public spaces in urban 

areas and villages, which will greatly enhance the overall quality of place and act as a catalyst to 

stimulate private sector development. The public realm will be informed by the Kilkenny Access for All 

Strategy 2018-2021. The Council will ensure that the maintenance, cleanliness and animation of public 

spaces is manged in order to encourage visitors to dwell more in these spaces. 

5F- Development of the Kilkenny Greenway as part of the Southeast Greenway in South Kilkenny. 

5H - Continue the development of projects for submission under the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure 

Scheme (ORIS) and other funding schemes (e.g. LEADER Programme). 

5L - To promote a diverse and sustainable local economy through the designation of sufficient lands 

for employment related uses. inciuding facilities, to promote SME growth through the local area plans 

for the District towns. 

5Q - To improve the accessibility of each of the County's town centres and promote all sustainable 
modes of transport. 

5W- To facilitate the regeneration and reuse of derelict buildings in appropriate locations for town centre 

uses and support the retention and maintenance of heritage premises and shopfronts 

Open Space and Recreation 

SF - To continue the development of new trails and walkways such as the Castlecomer, Knockdrinna 

Wood and Ballyhale Looped Walks and the upgrade of others such as the Freshford, Galhabawn and 

Kilmacoliver Looped Walks and the Nore Valley Walk. 

Greenways and Blueways Objectives 

SJ To complete the construction of the Kilkenny Greenway, connecting New Ross to Waterford. 

SK To promote and develop the Waterford to Rosslare Greenway in association with Waterford City 

and County Council and Wexford County Council. 

SKb To undertake a metropolitan-wide Open Space, Recreation and Greenbelt Strategy to include 

the identification of a location for a regional scale park within the Waterford Metropolitan Area as well 

as the development of neighbourhood parks and open spaces. 

Movement �d Mobility 

Strategic Aim: To co-ordinate transport and land use planning, reducing the demand for travel and the 

reliance on the private car in favour of public transport, cycling and walking by providing for a greater 

mix of suitable uses and by promoting and facilitating the transition to electrification of our transport 

modes moving away carbon intensive modes to new technologies such as electric vehicles. 

12A - To plan for and progressively implement a sustainable, integrated and low carbon transport 

system by enhancing the existing transport infrastructure in terms of road, bus, rail, cyding and 

pedestrian facilities and interfacing different modes as the opportunity arises. 

12B - To plan for a transition towards sustainable and low carbon transport modes, through the 

promotion of alternative modes of transport, and 'walkable communities' together with promotion of 
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compact urban forms close to public transport corridors to encourage more sustainable patterns of 

movement in all setllern ents. 

Modal Share Objectives 

12E - To deliver on sustainable mobility with an accompanying investment in infrastructure to provide 

for integration between all modes of transport to support the use of sustainable travel choices. 

12F - lmplem ent strategies to meet the mode share targets during the lifetime of the plan and develop, 

in conjunction with the NTA, an effective monitoring regime for the implementation and where required, 

adjustment of the Council's sustainable transport strategy in order to ensure the achievement of the 

modal share targets refen-ed to under Objective 12G. 

12G - To achieve a modal shift from the private car to walking or cycling in accordance with the targets 

in Table 12.1 for County Kilkenny. 

Table 12.1 Modal Share targets for county KIikenny 

Mode Share Walk Cycle Public Transport Car 

2016 11% 1.2% 8% 65% 

2040Target 20% 15% 20% 45% 

Cycling Objectives 

121-1 To compile a Cycling Strategy for the County 

121 To develop a networl< of cycling and pedestrian routes within Kilkenny city to provide connectivity 

and provide an alternative to car-based transport. 

12J To develop a cycle route between the Eastern Environs and the Breagagh Valley. 

12K To investigate the provision of a cycle route along the River Nore Linear Park connecting north of 

the City with the east and south of the City. 

12L To improve cycling infrastructure throughout the city in accordance with the recommendations of 

the Kilkenny Local Area Transport Plan as resources permit. 

12M To reduce the Council's carbon footprint through the implementation of the Council's own cyde 

scheme, which will encourage staff members to discharge their official duties in a more sustainable 

way. 

12N To carry out an appraisal of each of the District Towns to determine measures to facilitate cycling 

and walking and improve connectivity within the tovvn particularly ftom an age friendly perspective. 

120 To invest in cycling and other smarter travel projects in support of the compact '10-minute city' 

concept. 

12P To provide connections to the Kilkenny Greenway lo settlements along its route as the need arises 

and resources permit. 

2.3.2 Ferrybank-Be/view Local Area Plan 2017 

The latest Ferrybank-Belview Local Area Plan (LAP) came into effect on the 15th of January 2018. 

Study area of the plan includes parts of the Greenway and its surround. 

5G - To ensure the creation of access points to the Greenway at its intersection with the N29 in any 

development proposal at this location. 

SC - To complete the Greenway and investigate and encourage the creation of access points in any 

significant future development proposal adjoining the Greenway. 
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It is an objective of the Council to complete the Greenway from Waterford to New Ross and to facilitate 

its connection and development to connect to the Waterford-Dungarvan greenway 

2.3.3 Alignment with Locaf Government Policy I Planning Context 

Based on the above review, ii is evident that the development of a Link between Glenmore and the 

South East Greenway would be well aligned with Local policy objectives. 

2.4 Environmental Policies and Guidelines 

The following sections describe a non-exhaustive list of European and national, environmental policy 

documents and guidelines which were considered when assessing the routes passing through or close 

to EU designated sites. 

2.4.1 EU Directives 

The Birds Directive (2009/147/EC) and the Habitats Directive (more formally known as Council Directive 

92/43/EEC on the Conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora) are European Union 

legislation for the protection of biodiversity and natural habitats. These directives are implemented 

throughout Europe by way of the Natura 2000 programme, which covers 30,000 protected sites 

throughout Europe. 

EU Regulation on Invasive Alien Species (1143/2014) deals with the issues of. among other things, 

bringing into the Union, keeping, breeding, transporting and placing on the market, species included on 

the list of invasive alien species of Union concern (the "Union list"). 

2.4.2 National 

The most important national legislation underpinning biodiversity and nature conservation in Ireland is 

the Wldlife Act, 1976 and the Wildlife (Amendment) Act, 2000. Currently all bird species, 22 other 

animal species or groups of species and 86 species of flora are afforded protected status at a national 

level. It is an offence to kill or injure a protected species, or to disturt> their habitat, nest or other 

breeding/resting place. 

The European Union (Natural Habitats) Regulations, SI 94/1997, which have been amended twice with 

SI 233/1998 & SI 378/2005, transpose the EU directives for the protection of Natura 2000 sites (SACs 

and SPAs) into Irish national Law. 

The 1997 Regulations and their amendments were subsequently revised, enlarged and improved by 

the \Midlife (Amendment) Act, 2000 and the Birds and Natural Habitats Regulations, 2011. 

European Communities Environmental Objectives (Surface Waters) Regulations 2009 (S.1.272 of 2009) 

and (Amendment) Regulations 2012 and 2015, clarify the role of public authorities in the protection of 

surfac e waters also concern the protection of designated habitats. 

2.5 Implemented Policy on the Greenway 

The following existing documentation are relevant to the planning of the Glenmore Greenway link: 

• Design Documents for the Southeast Greenway;

• Southeast Greenway Part VIII Documents; 

• Part VIII Documents for Glenmore Car Park.

2.6 Design Standards 

Relevant standards and design guidelines appropriate to the proposed design include: 
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• the NRA Design Manual for Roads and Bridges,

• the DTTaS Design Manual for Urban Roads and Street,

• the DoT Traffic Signs Manual, 2010

• A Guide to Planning & Developing Recreational Trails in Ireland, from National Trails Ireland,

DTTAS

• NTA National Cycle Manual,

• Greenway Design and Brand Guidelines DTGACSM

• Rural Cycleway Design (DN-GEO-03047)

• ROI Dept ofTransport, Tourism and Sport Greenways and Cyde Routes Ancillary Infrastructure

Guidelines (2018).
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3 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

3.1 Scheme Overview 

A link to the new Greenway is to be p rovided to Glenmore village. 

3.1.1 Glenmore Village 

The village of Glenmore i s  located 8kms south of New Ross and 18 kms north of V\/aterford City. 

Roibercon 

N�Ross 

U4.U � -"-
R714 ,.,,-� 

L7S12 

Glenmore Village 

........ 

Figure 3.1 Location of Glenmore Village 

.... 

Approximately 1.8 km north east of the village, adjacent to the N25 New Ross By-pass at Ballyverneen, 

it is proposed to provide a purpose-built carpark to service the Greenway. Approval has been gained 

under Part 8 to construct the car park. 
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Figure 3.2 Aerial Location Map of Proposed Car Park at Ballyvemeen 

Figure 3.3 Layout of Proposed Car Part< at Ballyverneen 

It is proposed to create a safe pedestrian and cydist connection link from the proposed Greenway car 

park to the v illage of Glenmore, terminatin g at the village centre. 
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3.2 Aims and Objectives 

The project partners have identified the following strategic aims aligned to European, National and Local 

Policies (as outlined in Section 2.0), which set out the core benefits which the development of the 

greenway route seeks to achieve. 

The aims and objectives are mainly Social, Economic and Environmental and are as follows: 

• Connect the village of Glenmore to the Greenway and its planned tourism initiatives and

infrastructure.

• Create a safe and pleasant amenity along which the local population can commute, socialise,

and use as a recreational and leisure facility, and which promotes active lifestyles, physical

exercise and participation in outdoor activities.
• Provide connection to existing and planned educational, recreational and leisure facilities such

as schools, parks and open spaces, playgrounds, walks and trails, sports clubs and facilities.

• Provide a connection to the South East Greenway route that is safe, comfortable and attractive

to all user groups (both cycling and walking) and provides a reliable and safe level of service.
• Provide high-quality infrastructure which will attract increased visitors to the area and drive the

demand for associated cycling/walking related facilities e.g., cafes, bike hire etc.

• Offer an attractive and cost-effective sustainable alternative to private motor vehide transport

by providing connections between residential areas and areas of employment, commercial

centres and recreational facilities.
• Increase the economic contribution of tourism to the local economy and provide a catalyst and

opportunities for economic growth by providing linkages to the villages to facilitate the growth

of cyde tourism and the provision of basic facilities such as food, toilets, overnight

accommodation, retail outlets, bicycle repair, and convenience shops. 

• Facilitate access to existing visitor attractions and activities along the route by provision of a
lateral links suitable for walking/cycling.

• Achieve an increase in modal shift to more sustainable methods of travel (on foot or by bike)

between the communities and destinations linked by the project and enable improved access
by active travel means to public transport connections.

• Promote health and wellbeing in the communities connected by the project.
• Enhance road safety for existing vulnerable and non-motorised road users.

• Enhance the cyding tourism offering within the region.
• Contribute to reducing carbon emissions in the area through achieving a rise in modal shift.
• Value and enhance the natural environment by creating a 'green' linear corridor to the benefit

of wildlife through sensitive landscaping.

It is further intended that these aims and objectives would be met in the most cost-effective way that, 
where possible, mitigates the impact on private lands and maximises use of available public lands, 

provided always that the route meets the needs of all user groups and meets the aims and objectives 

outlined above.

The report Faille Ireland Marketing Research 2013 provides key findings of relevance to the shaping of 

aims and objectives for the scheme. 

In that research, when domestic and international visitors were asked what makes a good cycling 

destination, the cyding-specitic attributes were not priorities for people. Rather scenery and landscape, 

attractive towns and villages etc., were more important. 

The research revealed that: 

• Visitors will choose a destination based on the overall experience of what they will see and do
and cycling is an enjoyable means of experiencing those activities. It is important therefore that 

any planned route allows visitors to have that rounded holiday experience by incorporating

interesting places to visit. 
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• This was followed by requirements for traffic free and safe cycling routes, perhaps reflecting

the large proportion of the market that travels with children. As close to hatf the users for cycling
in Ireland travel with children, the importance of delivering trails which meet the needs of this

market segment cannot be overstated.
• Beautiful scenery is easily the most important destination attribute with respect to cycling. Thal

said, the scenery needs to be varied, as too much of the same thing will become boring.
• Weather also ranks highly in preference however it's not the be all and end all.
• Cycling routes incorporating attractive cities and towns, followed by access to historical/ cultural

attractions, and destinations that are easy to get to complete the list of attributes required to

make a good cycling destination.

The implications in relation to the aims and objectives of the route selection and design process are: 

• Attractive, and preferably scenic, routes are the main priority amongst both the domestic and
overseas markets

• A significant portion of users travel in groups of family or friends with children. This has a

significant bearing on the infrastructure required, as safe and traffic free cycling is key to this 
mark et. There is a strong preference for safe and traffic free routes to meet the needs of the

high proportion of cyclists who travel with children
• Points of shelter are needed to overcome Ireland's weather barrier
• Flat routes are preferred - they won't necessarily be boring to dedicated cyclists.

In summary, the routes should be Family-fi'iendly for walking and cycling and be: 

• Attractive - scenic and interesting
• Safe - away from heavy traffic but close to community
• Direct - short in length but induce diversion from greenway
• Comfortable - surfaced and not steep

3.3 Physical Character of the Greenway Connection Facility 

A greenway is a traffic-free route designed exclusively for the use of pedestrians and cydists. The 

character of the connection to the South East Greenway will align with the greenway as much as 

possible and is generally low-key in terms of its impact on the overall landscape of an area and its 

environmental effects. Greenways lend to be offline, which means they are localed entirely off road 

and traffic rree. For the Glenmore connection, some sections may be online within an existing road 

corridor localed vvithin the verge or footway areas. 

This greenway connection will generally be constructed as a 3m wide shared-use path, with a 

bituminous surface to provide a high-quality finish for cyclists. The greenway connection route will seek 

to follow, in so far as possible, field boundaries and land-holding boundaries, or existing laneways, 

rivers or other corridors to avoid disturbance to farming activity. The geometry of the facility is flexible 

and the route will be designed to minimise farm severance or agricultural impacts, apart from the loss 

of the small area of land forming the scheme footprint. 

In constrained areas the path width may be reduced in width through sections where physical limitations 

such as buildings, boundaries and carriageway kerblines exist. \Miere possible, appropriate screening 

in the form of shrubs, plants and/or trees will be planted as part of the greenway connection corridor to 

create wildlife habitats and lo improve the visual quality of the infrastructure. 

Figure 3.4 shows the typical cross section proposed for offline sections oflhe greenway connection and 

Figure 3.5 shows the typical cross section in online sections. 
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A fence will be erected along the greenway connection if required by the adjacent landowner from whom 

land has been acquired or if deemed necessary for the safe and efficient operation. The fence type 

would typically be a timbe post and rail fence. 

Lighting will be provided in urban areas, but not, in general, in rural sections, except where deemed 

necessary for the safe and efficient operation, subject to environmental and other restrictions, with any 
proposed specification being cognisant of, and sympathetic to, the rural landscape setting. 

Gradients will be kept as flat as possible subject to existing topographical constraints and will not exceed 

5% where feasible. Short sections of up to 10% gradients may be considered in exceptional 

circumstances. Similarly, the horizontal alignment will be designed for gentle radii and gradual changes 

in direction, with a minimum radius of 4m. 
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4 CONSTRAINTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

4.1 Introduction 

The preferred route ofthe completed greenway may be influenced, positively or negatively, by: 

• topography physical constraints;
• environmental constraints, mainly ecology and cultural heritage;
• location of trip generators which offer potential for usage;
• connectivity to settlements and amenities;
• areas of interest, attractions, scenery and amenities that may attract tourists.

4.2 Topography and Watercourses 

4.2.1 Glenmore 

The topography across the area is typically steeply sloped, with significant hill s and escarpments. 
Levels rise from the estuary - from less than 10m OD at the Glenmore River - to 14Cm OD at 
Aylwardstown in the southwest of the area. 

The land on the northwest side of the N25 at Glenmore village and the New Ross bypass is very steep, 
falling from level 40m OD to level 1 Om OD over a distance of 80m: a gradient of almost 40"/4. 

These features are shOVvn on Figure 4.1. 

Rivers and streams area significant features that need to be crossed. Bridges add cost to a project but 
conversely, they can provide views of o r  connections to such water features and can be very beneficial 
to the overall experience of the user. 

The Glenmore River is the significant watercourse in the area. It is tidal and is known to have a 
significant tlOVv during periods of heavy rainfall with overspill onto adjacent lands below the 10m contour. 
The location of the river is shown on Figure 4 .1. 
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There are lands within the area that benefit from flood protection. These are shown in Figure 4.2. The 
Benefitled Lands are areas reclaimed by Land Commission Embankments. The Land Commission took 
charge of a number of embankments as part of its work. These embankments were created by 
landowners to redaim land from rivers or the sea, typically in the 19th century. 

The principal consequences of these combined constraint s are: 

• The only feasible connection point to the greenway is on the northeast side of Glenmore; it is

not feasible to link to the greenway at a point east of the village or southeast because, in

traversing the hill, the resulting gradients would be too s teep.
• Because the wooded area bounding the northwest side of the N25 is so steep, the engineering

measures (retaining structure, possible boardwalks etc) would be extensive and the cost of the

project would be very high.
• The lands bounding the Glenmore River are subject to flooding. It is not feasible to construct a

greenway within the floodplain. 
• The cycle links could not compromise lands within the area that benefit from flood protection.
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Figure 4.2 Benefitting Lands 

4.3 Environment and Ecology 

4.3.1 Designated & Protected Areas 

Glenmore 

The Special Area of Conservation: River Barrow and River Nore SAC site code 002162 was selected 
as a SAC based on habitats and species listed on Annex 1/11 of the E.U. Habitats Directive. 

The lower reaches of the SAC are also designated as a proposed Natural Heritage Area: Barrow River 
Estuary, site code 000698. 

These designations overlap in parts (ie. some lands are both designated SAC and pNHA). 
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Figure 4.3 Designated & Protected Areas of Glenmore 

4.3.2 Built Environment and Local Heritage 

There are historic buildings and scheduled sites and monuments within the study area that may be 
constraints to routes. The design of the greenway will need to avoid any significant impacts on these 
sites. 

The National Monuments Service (NMS) database was consulted to provide a list of all features within 

the Study Area. A map of these features is provided at the following link: 

- https://www.archaeology.ie/archaeological-survey-ireland/historic-environmen t-viewer-

application

The viewer provides a map of National Monument features that are listed in the Record of Monuments 

and Places (RMP) (as established under Section 12 of the National Monuments  Acts 1930to 2004) and 
Architectural features included the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH). 

Figures 4.4 below shows all the features listed on the NMS viewer, along with the key features identified 

that are considered relevant to the assessment of the routes. 
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Figure 4.4 Glenmore Cultural Heritage Sites 

Glenmore Cultural Heritage Sites: sites indicated by blue dots are Architectural heritage and by red dots 
are Archaeological heritage. 

There is one site of Architectural Heritage within Glenmore village but it would not be significantly 
impacted on by the project; othel\11/ise there are no cultural heritage assets within the area of the project. 

4.4 Population, Land Use, Zoning, Amenities and Attractions 

4.5.1 Population 

The latest census data (2016) records the follovving population counts: 

• Glenmore- Electoral Divisions Census 2016: Kilmakevoge 433 persons;

People who live in the area offer the greatest potenti al for year-round use of the links to the greenway. 

4.5.2 Existing Roads 
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The N25 and the Ne1111 Ross bypass are significant severance lines that would be difficult for pedestrians 
and cyclists to cross. 

There is an existing underbridge beneath the N25. This i s  a common point at which all route options 
would converge so that the cyclists are carried beneath the N25 without interaction with traffic on that 
national road. 

4.5.3 Zoning 

The area of Glenmore village is not zoned for development. 

4.5 Schools and Education Centres 

Schools are an important consideration for achieving modal shift. Providing a Greenway allowing 
students, parents and staff lo safely travel to school will help shift travel patterns towards more 
sustainable and healthy models. 

The selection of routes will consider proximity to schools where students may be likely to travel by bike, 
perhaps accompanied by parents or guardians. 

Figure 4.5 shows the locations of the school across the Study Area. 
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Figure 4.5 Glenmore Schools 

There are attractions, businesses and employment centres, retail enterprises, social and community 
outlets in both areas. 

Local businesses should benefit 1rom increased visitor numbers generated by the greenway, and new 
business opportunities, e.g. bicycle rental and bicycle repairs. 

Amenities and attractions within the Study Area will provide opportunities for connections with the 
proposed Greenway. Routes connecting vvith local amenities and attractions may benefit from the 
existing trips generated by these facilities by providing potential for modal shift of some of these trips 
from motorised vehicles to walking/cycling. The additional trips and journeys generated on completion 
of the Greenway should also help to increase existing visitor numbers. 
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5 ROUTE OPTIONS 

5.1 Glenmore 

Figure 5.1 below shows the route options for Glenmore. 

Figure 5.1 Glenmore Routes 

The routes are predominantly off-line. \/\mere they are shown to b e  adjacent to a road they are generally 

within the verge or behind the existing edge line. Acquisition of privately-owned lands would be required 
for the provision of the route. 

All routes converge on the existing underbridge beneath the N25. It would not be feasible for cyclists to 
cross the N25 elsewhere. Therefore, the route options can be looked at separately for each of the 
following sections: 

• Section 1: Car park to the underbridge

• Section 2: Under bridge to the village.

5.1 .1. Section 1: Car park to the underbrldge 

Figure 5. 2 shows the route options for the section between the car park and the u nderbridge. 
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Figure 5.2 Glenmore Section 1: Car park to the underbridge 

Roadplan 

The following photos indicate the nature of the environment in which the Section 1 routes are located. 
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A summary of the advantages and disadvantages of the various routes is shown in the following table. 

I GLENMORE NORTHWEST ASSESSMEN
_
T
--.-_____ _ 

,_ ______ A_dvantages Oisadvanta_,._es _______ ---1
Yellow Route 

1. Traffic free 
2. Publicly-owned land

Green Route (L7513) 

1. Direct 
2. Relatively inexpensive
3. Public land 

Cyan Route 

1. Attractive

Orange Route 

1. Direct 
2. Publicly-owned land
3. Traffic free 

Magenta Route (L7539) 
1. Direct 

L 2. Publicly-owned land 

21006-01-108 Oran 1 

1 . Very expensive structures
2. Impact on TII/PPP 
3. Circuitous and indirect 

--'---�-

l 

1. Off-road, but on-road through underpass

1. Expensive (sloping ground)
2. Indirect 
3. Private land 
4. Environmental impact

1. Potentially expensive structures
2. Impact on TII/PPP 
3. Not directly linked to greenway car park

1. Road safety on narrow lane used by
agricultural t raffic i s  a concern 

2. Not directly linked to greenway car park
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5.1.2. Sectlon 2: Under bridge to the vlllage 

Figure 5.3 shows the route options for the section bet\,veen the car park and the underbridge. 

Fi gure 5.3 Glenmore Section 2: Under bridge to the village 

Roadplan 

The following photos indicate the nature of the environment in which the Section 2 routes are located. 
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A summary of the advantages and disadvanta ges of the various routes is shown in the following table. 

GLENMORE SOUTHWEST ASSESSMENT 

Advantages 

Orange Route/ Magenta Variant 
1. Attractive
2. Off-road

Green Route (L7510) 

1. Attractive
2. Off-road

21006-01-108 Draft 1 

________ Disadvantages ______ -< 

1. Very high impact on SAC
2. Expensive
3. High gradients - difficult cycling
4. Personal safety concerns in wooded areas

1. Minor impact on SAC
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6 PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS 

A Public Consultation Event was held at which the drawings and proposals were displayed. The public 
consultation session was advertised beforehand. Display of the routes were mounted at the public 
consultation venue together with assessments of the route options. Feedback forms were made 
available for attendees to complete. 

The dates and venues of the consultations were as follows: 

Date 

161 Public Consultation Event, Glenmore 
10th March 2022 

Venue 

Glenmore Parish Hall 

Members of the Project Team were present at the event to explain the Project proposals, and drawings 
to the public. 

Sign in sheets were provided at the event and the numbers of signed in attendees are given in the table. 
II is noted that many people chose not to sign in. 

Feedback forms that pro"1ded the public with an opportunity to formally comment on the proposals were 
distributed at the consultation event and the public was encouraged to complete and return these forms. 

Landowners on whose lands route options were located were contacted in advance of the public 
consultation by phone and informed of the scheme and of the route options that would impact directly 

on their landholdings. 

The evening was well attended with possibly 30 to 40 persons attending. Many people chose not to 
sign the sheet 

Five number submissions were received relating to Glenmore: three number in favour of green route 
and two number with unstated preference) 
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7 ASSESSMENT OF ROUTE OPTIONS 

7.1. Introduction 

The assessment of each route option was carried out with reference to the route specmc aims and 
objectives, and the assessment criteria and scoring matrix described in this section. For each of the 

criteria, a preamble which describes assessment and scoring process has been provided. 

7.2. Route Assessment Criteria 

Assessment criteria were used to score the route options and select the preferred route option. Each 

route has been scored against the assessment criteria, having regard to the project aims and objectives 
and using a scoring matrix. 

For each individual assessment criterion considered, routes have been compared against each other 

based on a five-point scale, ranging from having significant advantages to having significant 
disadvantages over other route options. For il lustrative purposes, this five-point scale is colour coded 
as presented in Table 7.1, with advantageous routes graded to 'dark green' and disadvantaged routes 

graded to 'dark red'. Negative impacts were generally scored in the yellow to red range and 
opportunities and benefit in the yellow to green range. 

Description 

Significant advantages over the other options 

Some advantages ove,· other options 

Neul.rf'II comp;ut:!fJ to olh@r 0111 ions 

Soo,e disadvantages over other options 

Significant clisaclvanrages compared to other options 

Table 7.1 Route Options Colour Coded Ranking Scale 

The vie\l'vs of the public on the respective route options as expressed through the consultation process 
have been recorded and reflected in the route scoring. Routes which receive negative feedback score 
lower than those which have neutral or positive feedback. 

The assessment criteria are divided into three categories: 

• Impacts and Opportunities

• Effectiveness

• Public feedback

The overall assessment for each route is based on a comparative qualitative assessment of how each 
route ranked under each criterion, considering the relative importance of each criterion and a holistic 
view on the route's overall performance in the assessment. 

7.2.1. Impacts and Oppottunities 

Every project has impacts on the environment and on people. Projects change the status quo and some 
impacts are negative in nature. Opportuni ties are generally the positive impacts and tend to be benefits 
that are expected to accrue from the project These can sometimes be in addition to the direct aims and 
objectives of that project. 

21006-01-108 Oran 1 May 2023 35 

South East Greenway Link to Glenmore Village - Chief Executives Report Page 108 



Kilkenny Co Co SE Greenway Unk - Glenmore Roadplan 

7.2.2. Effectiveness 

Not all options for a project are equally effective. Some tend to be better in fulfilling the aims and 
objectives of the scheme. Effectiveness is a key criterion; it fundamentally assesses the quality of 
seivice provided to the users which in tum has a significant bearing on the potential use of the route by 
the cyclist and walker determines the extent towhich the aims an objective of the project will be realized 
For this reason, the various sub-criteria within the overall criterion of effectiveness are considered 
separately and not rolled up into a single quality of service measure. 

7.2.3. Public Feedback 

This project is a public good; it is a development proposal for the benefit of all but particularly for those 
who live and wor1< in the area. It is essential that those for whom the project is intended have a say in 
its nature, extent and physical characteristics. 

Under these general headings fourteen specific assessment criteri a have been identified as follows; 

• Modal shift - the extent to which the project will give effect to a change to sustainable transport

• The environment -impacts on ecology and cultural heritage
• Land requirement -impacts on existing and proposed land uses
• Risk - particular risks to timescale, project costs and to quality-of-service not captured by the

other assessment criteria

• Travel distance -the length of the project
• Path gradient - the physical gradients of the route
• Attractiveness -the attractiveness f the route to the user
• Road safety - the road safety characteristics of the route, both actual and perceived.

• Personal safety -the personal safety characteristics of the route, both actual and perceived.
• Trip attraction -the extent to which the project will attract users
• Construction cost -the likely construction cost
• Active travel -the extent to which the route give effect to the occurrence of active travel
• Business and economy -the extent to which the route give effect to the occurrence of increased

business activity including tourism
• Public feedback -the feedback received from the public and from landowners on the route.

7.3. Route Assessment 

The detailed assessments of the route options for Glenmore are provided in the following tables with 
separate assessments provided for sections one and two of the overall routes. 

For each criterion the impact of each route option assessed relative to other routes is scored as 
indicated in Table 7.1. 
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Table 7.2 - Glenmore: Section 1 Car Park to Underbridge 

Ro'1es: A: Cyan B: Green C:Yellow D: Orange E: Magenta 

Roltes 
Assessment Criteria 

A B C D E 

Jmpacts and Opport.unities 

Business and Economy All routes have generally similar characteristics. 

Modal Shift All routes have similar characteristics. 

Active Travel All routes have similar characteristics. 

Environmental The Green (B) route is on the line of the existing 
recently constructed road. All other routes are on 
lands that have r&-established or undisturbed growth 
except the Cyan route (A) which goes through 
undisturbed woodland by the stream. 

Land Requirements The Green (B), Yellow (C), Orange (D) and Magenta 
(E) options require no (or little) land other than existing 
roads. The Cyan option (A) has a significant land 
reCJJ irement. 

Construction Cost The Cyan route is longest and crosses steeply sloping 
ground making it expensive. Structures on the Yellow 
(C: 3 structures) and Orange (D: 2 structures) routes 
will be quite expensive. The Green (B) and Magenta 
(E) routes are likely to be cheapest to construct, with 
the Green being the least cost since it reuses most
existing road. 

Risk The Yellow (C) and Orange (D) routes may have 
significant impact on the TII PPP, a feasibility risk. 
Likewise for the Gyan (A) route, there is a risk that 
environmental impact may be judged excessive. 

Effectiveness 

Travel Distance The Cyan (A) route is long and might not be used by 
cyclists because the road is shorter. The Yellow route 
(C ) is circuitous. The other routes are direct and are 
broaclv similar. 

Path Gradients The Yellow route (C) and the Cyan route (A) are the 
most undulating. The others are broadly similar. 

Attractiveness All routes are within an engineered area and 
considered similar except that the Gyan route (A) 
traverses an attractive area and is judged best. 

Road Safety The Yellow (C) and Orange (D) routes have no road 
crossings and are considered best. The Green (B), 
Cyan (A) and Magenta (E ) routes cross low-traffic 
local roads and are judged equal. 

Personal Safety Passive surveillance is poorest on the Cyan (A) route; 
it is away from houses and roads. Green Route (C) 
has the best passive surveillance. 

Trip Attraction All routes generally similar but the Orange (D) and 
Magenta (E) routes do not link to the car park and so 
might not attract as many trips. 

Public Feedbacl< 

Public Feedback The Green (B) route was marginally preferred. The 
Magenta (E) was least preferred. There was little 
comment on the olher routes. 

Preferred Route ✓ The Green Route (B) has fewer negative impacts than 
other routes, has less environmental impact and 
received most positive feedback. 
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Table 7.3 - Glenmore: Section 2 Underbridge to Village 

Rol1es: A: Green 

Assessment Cl1tel1a 

Impacts and Opportllnltles 

Business and Economy 

Modal Shift 

Active Travel 

Environmental 

Land Req.iirements 

Construction Cost 

Risk 

Effectiveness 

Travel Distance 

Path Grad ients 

Attractiveness 

Road Safety 

Personal Safety 

Trip Attraction 

Public Feedback 

Preferred Route 

21006-01-108 Draft 1 

B: Orange 

Routes 

A B 

✓ 

Both routes similar. 

The Orange route (B) is undulating and may be less 
effective in achievin modal shift. 
Both routes similar. 

The Orange route (B) is likely to significantly impact on the 
SAC, cutting a swathe through the centre of the zoned 
area. The Green route (A) impacts on the margin of the 
zoned area close to the village. 

Both routes require land. The Green route (A) uses the 
existing verge of the public road for some of its lengh. The 
Orange route (B) has m.Jch greater lancHake. 

The Orange route (B) has a crossing of the Glenmore 
River. The Green route (A) crosses a stream. The Orange 
route (B) requires significant lengths ofretaining structures 
where it runs across the slope of the SAC. 

The irrpact of the Orange Route (B) on the SAC would be 
a significant risk to attaining approval for the scheme. 

Both routes similar. 

The Orange route (B) significant changes in gradient. The 
Green route (A) is much flatter. 

Both routes similar. The view of the SAC from the Green 
route (A) and the fact that it gets sunshine is considered to 
offset the attractiveness of the Orange route (B) through 
the SAC (the Orange route would be dark for much of the 

ear. 
Both routes similar. They are both off.road until they 
approach the village. 

The Green route (A) is closer to the road and has better 
passive surveillance. The Orange route (B) through a 
wooded area may be perceived to be less safe. 

Changes in gradient and potential fears for personal safety 
on the Orange route (B) could make that route less 
attractive. 

There was a preference for the Green route (A) and there 
was ne ative sentiment towards the Oran e. 

The Orange Route has significantly more negative impacts 
than the Green, is assessed to be less effective and was 
less favoured at ublic consultation. 
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7.4. Preferred Routes 

As shown in Tables 7 .2 and 7 .3, in the case of the Glenmore project the green route is the preferred 
route for both sections. 

The layout of the route is shown in Figure 7.1. 

Figure 7.1 Green Route 

The preferred route characteristics are: 

• The route commences at the proposed car park

• it travels onto the local road and occupies the space of the current roadside verge, probably the 

eastern verge. 

• The route crosses the local road to connect with the Glenmore Road - L7501.

• It travels beneath the existing underbridge

• from the underbridge it occupies the existing roadside verge on the south side of the Cappagh

Rd as far as the stream.

• it crosses the stream on a proposed culvert

• is then enters the lands on the south side of the Cappagh Rd and is located at the back of the

existing roadside hedge.

• within the 50 kilometre an hour zone it exits private lan ds and passes to the front the existing 

roadside dwelling from where it continues on road / verge within the village. In this area, the 

exact placement of the path will be determined during the design stage. Traffic management

measures may be required.

The preliminary cost estimate for the green route is €1 m (2022 cost). Preliminary cost estimate for the 
route is based on route length and the number and sizes of str uctures (e.g. bridges, river crossings). 
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Abbreviations 

AA Appropriate Assessment 

EEC European Economic Comm unity 

EPA Environmental Protection Agency 

EU European Union 

GIS Geographical Information system 

LAP Local Area Plan 

NH A Natural Heritage Area 

NIS Natura Impact Statement 

NPWS National Parks and Wild life Service 

OSI Ordnance Survey Ireland 

pNHA proposed Natura I Heritage Area 

SAC Special Area of Conservation 

SPA Special Protection Area 

SuDS Sustainable Drainage System 

WFD Water Framework Directive 
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1. Introduction

1.1. General Introduction 

22173 

This report for the purposes of Appropriate Assessment (AA) Screening has been prepared to support a Planning 

Application for the Proposed Development (described in Section 3 belowl. This report contains information 

required for the competent authority to undertake screening for Appropriate Assessment (AA) in respect of the 

construction and operation of Ii nkage access routes from the south East Greenway to Glenmore and Slieverue 

in Co. Kilkenny (hereafter referred to as the Proposed Development) to determine whether it is likely ind vidually 

or in combination with other plans and projects to have a significant effect on any European sites, in light of be�'t 

scientific knowledge. 

Having regard to the provisions of the Planning and Development Act 2000-2021 (the "Planning Acts") (section 

177U), the purpose of a screening exercise under section 177U of the PDA 2000 is to assess, in view of best 

scientific knowledge, if the proposed deve lopment, individua lly or in combination with another plan or project 

is likely to have a significant effect on a European site. 

If it cannot be excluded on the basis of objective information that the proposed development, individually or in 

combination with other plans or projects, will have a significant effect on a European s·ite then it is necessary to 

carry out a Stage 2 appropriate assessment under section 177V of the Planning Acts. 

When screening the project, there are two possible outcomes: 

• the project poses no potential for a likely significant effect and as such requires no further assessment; 

and 

• the project has potential to have likely significant effect (orthis is uncertain) unless mitigation rreasures

are applied, and therefore an AA of the project is necessary.

This report has been prepared by Moore Group• Environmental Services to enable Kilkenny County Council to 

carry out AA screening in relation to the Proposed Development. The report was compiled by Ger O'Donohoe 

(B.Sc. Applied Aquatic Sciences (GMIT, 19931 & M.Sc. Environmental Sciences {TCD, 1999)) who has 27 years' 

experience in environmental impact assessment and has completed numerous Appropriate Assessment 

Screening Reports and Natura Impact Statements on terrestrial and aquatic ha bitats for various development 

types. 
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1.2. Legislative Background - The Habitats and Birds Directives 
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Article 6(3) and 6( 4) of the Habitats Directive is transposed into Irish Law inter alia by the Part XAB of the Planning 

Acts (in particular section 177U and 177V) which governs the requirement to carry out appropriate assessment 

screening and appropriate assessment, where required, per Section 1.1 above. 

The Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EECof21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and 

of wild fauna and flora) is the main legislative instrument for the protection and conservation of biodiversity in  

the Eu ropean Union (EU). Under the Habitats Directive, Member States are obliged to designate Special Areas 

of Conservation (SACs) which contain habitats or species considered important for protection and conservation 

in a EU context. 

The Birds Directive (Council Direct
i

ve 2009/147/EC on the conservation of wild birds), transposed into Irish law 

by the Bird and Natural Habitats Regulations 2011 as amended, and the Wildlife Act 1976, as amended, is 

concerned with the long-term protection and management of al l wild bird species and their habitats in the EU. 

Among other things, the Birds Directive requires that Special Protection Areas (SPAs) be established to protect 

migrato r y  species and species which are rare, vulnerable, in danger of e><tinction, or otherwise require special 

attention. 

SACs designated under the Habitats Directive and SPAs, designated under the Birds Directive, form a pan­

European network of protected sites known as Natura 2000. The Habitats Directive sets out a unified system for 

the protection and management of SACs and SPAs. These sites are also referred to as European sites. 

Articles 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Directive set out the requirement for an assessment of proposed pans and 

projects likely to have a sign
i

ficant effect on Natura 2000 sites. 

Article 6(31 establishes the requirement to screen al I plans and projects and to carry out an appropriate 

assessment if required (Appropriate Assessment (AA)). Article 6(4) establishes requirements in cases of 

imperative reasons of overriding public interest: 

Article 6(3): "Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the 

site but likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with other plans 

or projects, shall be subjected to an appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in view of the 

site's conservation objectives. In light of the condusions of the assessment of the implications for the 

site and subject to the provisions of paragraph 4, the competent national authorities shall agree to the 

plan or project only after having ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the site 

concerned and, if appropriate, after having obtained the opinion of the general public." 
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2. Methodology

22173 

The Commission's methodological guidance (EC, 2002, 2018, 2021 see Section 2.1 below) promotes a foJr-stage 

process to complete the AA and out Ii nes the issues and tests at each stage. An important aspect of the process 

is that the outcome at each successive stage determines whether a further stage in the process is required. 

Stages 1 and 2 deal with the main requirements for assessment under Article 6(3). Stage 3 may be part of Article 

6(31 or may be a necessary precursor to Stage 4. Stage 4 is the main derogation step of Article 6(4). 

Stage 1 Screening: This stage examines the likely effects of a project either alone or in combination with other 

projects upon a Natura 2000 site and considers whether it can be objectively concluded that these effects wi II 

not be significant. In order to screen out a project, it must be excluded, on the basis of objective information, 

that the Proposed Development, individually or in combination with other plans or projects, will have a 

significant effect on a European site. 

Stage 2 Appropriate Assessmem: In this stage, there is a consideration of the impact of the project wit, a view 

to ascertain whether there will be any adverse effect on the integrity of the Natura 2000 site either alone or in 

combination with other projects or plans, with respect to the site's structure and function and its conservation 

objectives. Additionally, where there are predicted impacts, an assessment ofthe potential mitigation of those 

impacts is considered. 

Stage 3 Assessment of Alternative Solutions: This stage examines alternative ways of implementing the project 

that, where possible, avoid any adverse impacts on the integrity of the Natura 2000 site. 

Stage 4 Assessment where no alternative solutions exist and where adverse Impacts remain: Where 

imperative reasons of overriding public interest (IROPI) exist, an assessment to considerwhether compensatory 

measures will or will not effectively offset the damage to the sites will be necessary. 

To ensure that the Proposed Development complies fully with the requirements of Article 6 of the Habitats 

Directive and al I relevant Ir
i

sh transposing legislation, Moore Group compiled this report to enable Ki Ike nny 

County Council to carry out AA screening in re lat ion to the Proposed Development to determine whether the 

Proposed Development, individually or in combination with another plan or project will have a significant effect 

on a Natura 2000 site. 

2.1. Guidance 

This report has been com pi led in accordance with guidance contained in the following documents: 
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• Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland - Guidance for Planning Aut1orities.

(Department of Environment, Her
i

tage and Local Government, 2010 rev.l(soon to be superseded by EC 

Guidance in prep.).

• Appropriate Assessment under Article 6 of the Habitats Directive: Guidance for Planning Authorities.

Circular NPWS 1/10 & PSSP 2/10.

• Managing Natura 2000 Sites: The Provisions of Article 6 of the Habitat's Directive 92/43/EEC (EC, 2018).

• Guidance document on the strict protection of animal species of Com munity interest under the Habitats

Directive (EC, 2021 ).

• Assessment of plans and projects in relation to Natura 2000 sites - Methodological guidance on Article 

6(3) and (4) of the Hab itats Directive 92/43/EEC(EC, 2021).

• Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR) Practice Note PNOl Appropriate Assessment Screenin g for

Development Management (OPR, 2 021).

2.2. Data Sources 

Sources of information that were used to collect data on the Natura 2000 networ� of sites, and the environment 

within which they are located, are listed below: 

• The following mapping and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) data sources, as required:

o National Parks & Wildlife {NPWS) protected site boundary data;

o Ordnance Survey of Ireland (OSI) mapping and aerial photography;

o OSI/Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) rivers and streams, and catchments;

o Open Street Maps;

o Digital Elevation Model over Europe (EU-DEM);

o Google Earth and Bing aerial photography 1995-2022;

• Online data available on Natura 2000 sites as held by the National Parks and Wild life Service (NPWS)

from www.npws.ie including :

o Natura 2000 - Standard Data Form;

o Conservation Objectives;

o Site Synopses;

• National Biodiversity Data Centre records; 

o Online database of rare, th reatened and protected species;

o Publicly accessible biodiversity datasets.

• Status of EU Protected Habitats in Ireland. (National Parks & Wild life Service, 2019); and 

• Relevant Development Plans;

o Kilkenny County Development Plan 2021-2027
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3. Description of the Proposed Development

22173 

ThP. Pror,o�P.rt 0P.VP.lor,mP.nt r.on�i�� of thP. r.on�rnr.tion ;inrt opP.r;ition of r.onnP.r.ting link� from thP. So1Jth F;i� 

Greenway to t he villages of Slieverue and Glenmore in co. Kilkenny, to provide access to the v illages from the 

Greenway for pedestrians and cyclists. 

Each route is approximately 1.8km, and consists of assorted improvements along these routes, including bridges, 

underpass, paths and bol I ards. 

The S lieverue Route commences on On• road on Kil mu rry lane. 

Continues under the underpass to the existing footpath on the north side of the road, widened to shared 

footpath/ cycle path from the Milepost Rd junction to the village. 

Along a Path within new park on the northeast side of the Slieverue roundabout. 

Foot and cycle bridge across the N29 continuing on Luffany lane to the Greenway on private lands. 

The Glenmore Link commences from a proposed car park at Ballyverneen, using the road side verges, the 

underbridge at the N25 and onto the village in theS0km/hr zone. 

The links were surveyed on 7 September 2022 for invasive species and possible Ii nks to water courses leading to 

European sites. None were recorded in either case. While the Glenmore link runs adjacent to a stream which 

flows to the Glenmore River, the N25 intersection is relatively newly constructed and there are no pathway to 

the stream or the receiving River Barrow. 

Figure 1 shows the Proposed Development location and Figures 2 and show detailed views of the P·oposed 

Development boundaries on recent aerial photography. Figures 3 and 4 shows the layout of the Proposed Links. 

l,loore Grwp Environmental Services (info@mooregrwp.ie) 
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Figin 1. ShoNing the Proposed Development locotions ot Slieverue and Glenmore, Co. Kilkenny. 
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figure 2. Showing rhe Proposed Development boundary on recent aerial photograptry, Glenmore section. 
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Figure 3. Showing the Proposed Oe\lf?lopment boundoryon recent oerio! photography, Slieverue section. 
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F-igure 4. Pion of the Proposed Development, Glenmore route. 
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Figure 5. Pion of the Proposed Development, saeve.ve route. 

22173 

Characteristics 

• On-road on Kilmurry lane.

• Bollard at the underpass to
remove vehicular traffic - but
access retained for
residents.

• Existng footpath on the
north side of the road
widened to shared footpath I
cycle path from the Milepost
Rd junction to the village.

• Path within new park on the
northeast side of the
Slieverue roundabout.

• Foot and cycle bridge
across the N29

• Path on severed sections of 
the road network

• Luffany lane to the 
Greenway on private lands;
three options.

• €2.Sm

lO 
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4. Identification of Natura 2000 Sites

4.1. Description of Natura Sites Potentially Significantly Affected 

A Zone of Influence (Zol) of a proposed development is the geographical area over which it could affect the 

receiving environment in a way that could have significant effects on the Qualifying Interests of a European site. 

In accordance with the OPR Practice Note, PN0l, the Zol shou Id be established on a c:ase-by-case basis using the 

Source- Pathway-Receptor framework. 

The European commission's "Assessment of plans and projects in relation to Natura 2000 sites guidr:mce on 

Article 6(3) and (4) of the Methodological Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC' published 28 Se pt ember 2021 states at 

section 3.1.3: 

Identifying the Natura 2000 sites that may be affected should be done by taking into consideration all aspects of 

the plan or project that could have potential effects on any Natura 2000sites located within the zone of influence 

of the plan or project. This should take into account all of the designating features (species, habitat types) that 

are significantly present on the sites and their conservation objectives. In particular-, it should identify: 

• any Natura 2000 sites geographically overlapping with any of the actions or aspects of the pion or

project in any of its phases, or adjacent to them;

• any Natura 2000 sites within the likely zone of influence of the pion or project Natura 2000 sites located

in the surroundings of the plan or project (or at some distance) that could still be indirectly affected by 

aspects of the project, including as regards the use of natural resources (e.g. water) and various types

of waste, discharge or emissions of substances or energy;

• Natura 2000 sites in the surroundings of the plan or project (or at some distance) which host fauna that 

con move to the project area and then suffer mortality or other impacts (e.g. loss of feeding areas,

reduction of home range);

• Natura 2000 sites whose connectivity or ecological continuity can be affected by the plan or project.

The range of Natura 2000 sites to be assessed, i.e. the zone in which impacts from the pion or project may arise, 

will depend on the nature of the plan or project and the distance at which effects may occur. For Natura 2000 

sites located downstream along rivers or wetlands fed by aquifers, it may be that a plan or project con affect 

water flows, fish migrotion and so forth, even at a great distance. Emissions of pollutants m ay also hove effects 

over a long distance. Some projects or plans that do not directly affect Natura 2000 sites may still have a 

significant impact on them if they cause a barrier effect or prevent ecological linkages. This may happen, for 

example, when plans affect features of the landscape that connect Natura 2000 sites or r hat may obstruct the 

1,1oore GrOJp Environmental Service, (info@mooregrrup.ie) 11 
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movements of species or disrupt the continuity of a fluvial or woodland ecosystem. To determine the possible 

effects of the pion or project on Natura 2000 sites, it is necessary to identify not only the relevant sites but also 

the habitats and species that are significantly present within them, as well as the site objectives. 

The Zone of Influence may be determined by considering the Proposed Development's potential connectivity 

with European sites, in terms of: 

• Nature, scale, timing and duration of all aspects of the proposed works and possible impacts, including

the nature and size of excavations, storage of materials, flat/sloping sites;

• Distance and nature of potential pathways (dilution and dispersion; intervening 'buffer' lands, roads

etc.); and 

• Location of ecological features and their sensitivity to the possible impacts.

The potential for source pathway receptor connectivity is firstly ide nt ifie d through GIS interrogation and detailed 

information is then provided on sites with connectivity. European sites that are located within a potential Zone 

of Influence of the Proposed Development are listed in Table 1 and presented in Figures 6 to 8, below. Spatial 

boundary data on the Natura 2000 network was extracted from the NPWS website (www.npws.ie) on 23 

September 2022 . This data was interrogated using GIS analysis to provide mapping, distances, locations and 

pathways to all sites of conservat ion concern including pNHAs, NHA and European sites . 

Table 1 European Sites located within the potential Zone of lnfiuence1 of the Proposed Development. 

Sim Code Simn�me Di1umc:e (km)J 

002137 Lower River Suir SAC 1.32 

002162 River Barrow And River Nore SAC 0.00 

The Glenmore section of the Proposed Development crosses a minor stream close to the N25, then runs 

alongside the Glenmore River, crossing the River at the village of Glenmore. The Glenmore River forms part of 

the River Barrow and River Nore SAC (Site Code 002162). 

The Slieverue section of the Proposed Development lies over 1km from any European site and does not i,tersect 

with any watercourses and there is no connectivity to any European sites. 

The Qualifying Interests (Qls) and Special Conservation Interests (SCls) of the European sites in the Zone of 

influence of the Proposed Development a re provided in Table 2 below. 

' Al European slms potl!ntlally connedl!d lrMSpee11\1e of the na111re er scale of the Proposed Developmw,t 

' OiStances indicated are 1he closest ftOci-phical distance betwffl'I the Proposed Oellelopment and the European site boundary, as made 
aYllilable by die NPWS. 

l,loore Grwp Environmental Sen,ices (i nfo@mooregrwp.ie) L2 
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figure 6. Showing European sitesond NHAS/pNHAswithin the wider Potential Zone of Influence of the Proposed Development. 
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F'KJure 7. Detailed view of European sites in the nearer Potenti'al Zone cf Jnf1'uence of the Glenmore section of the Proposed De\!elopmen!. 
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Figure 8. OeraNed \l\'ew of European sires !rt rhe neorer Poremiat Zone of Influence oj rhe 5fievtrue seer/on of the Proposed Deve!opmem. 
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Table 2. Identification of relevant European sites using Source-Pathway-Receptor model and compilr:ition of 

information Qls and consenration objectives. #Priority Habitats 

European 1111 name a Site c:ocll Location CoNMIC'lllll\y- Conlldered 
llelatve ID 1he Sourm-Palhwlly. funher1n 
Proposed Aea!p1Dr ScreenJn,-
DIM!iap.nait Y/N 
511111 

132km ID the No 
i.-er RIVer SI.fr SAC (002137) soumoflhe There are no 

Proposed pathways or 
1029 Fre.shwa tar Pearl Mussel Mat'flOrlt.Jfera margorfttfera OeYelopment conneetlvlty to 

1he habilats 
1092 WhitlKlawed Crayllsh AustJVpotamoblus pa/Jlpes and/or ipgies of 

1hissite. 
1095 Sea lamprey Petromyzan marinus 

1096 Brook Lamprey Lampetra planeri 

1099 River lamprey Lampetra ftwiatilis 

1103 Twal� Shad Alosa faRax fallax 

1106 Salmon Sa/mo !ltl!Dr

1330 A11andc salt meadows (Glaucc.Puednellle1alla 
marl11m.ae) 

1355 Otll!r Lllfm lut:ro 

1410 Mediterranean salt meadows (Junoetalla marldml) 

3260 waw courses of plaln ID montane levels with Iha 
Ranuncullon fluhantls and ca1,trlcho-Batrachlon vep1111lon 

6-4a0 Hydrophilous tal herb frlni,e oommunltles of plains and 
of lhe montzsne tio alpine levels 

91AO Old sessle oak woods with Jll!!X and Bftthnum In the 
Brf11lll'I Isles 

91E0 AIIU11lal forests with A/nus (llutitlasa and Fmxlnus 
excelsior {Aln<>Padlon, Alnlon lnc:anae, Salldon albae) 

91JO Ta1111sbo«atawoodsofthe Brf11sh Isles 

1'4PWS {2017) Conservation o� ecdves: Lower River SUlr SAC 
002137. Version 1. N atlonal Parts end Wldlife Service, 
Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht 
Affilirs. 

0.00km ID the No 
R� 8"rl'OW And RiNr No,.. SAC (002162) westofthe Thepropcmd 

Proposed development 
1016 Desmoulln's whorl snall Venlgo mou/lnslana OeYelopment crosses the 

Glenmore River, a 
1029 Freshwater pearl mussel Margarltlfe,a margarftljera part of the SAC; 

however the N25 
1092 Whlt&clawed crayfish Nstropotamoblus pa/tlpes kllll!l'5eCllon Is 

relatively newly 

lvloore Grwp Environmental Senrices (i nfo@mooresrOJp.ie) L6 
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Eurvpean sllll name• Sim mde lacatlan ConnectMllf- Considered 
....... to.,. SO..w-Palhway- furtlltr in 
Proposed Racaptor Screenin,-
Daw!lopment 
S1'11! 

1095 Sea lamprey Petromyzon marlnus constructed and 
1hereare no 

1096 Brook litmPfey Lllmpetru p/Qffl!ri pathways 11) ttM! 
stream or the 

1099 RIYl!r lamptty Lampttra flulllarna recelvlnaRtver 
Barrow. 

1103 Twalte shad Alosa fa/lax 

1106 A11anllc salmon Salmo solar (only In fresh water) 

1130 Estuaries 

1140Mudffa1S and sandflats not covered bv seawater at low 
tide 

1310Salic:omia and other annuals colonizing mud and sand 

1330 A11antlc salt meadows (Glaua>-f>ucdnellietalla 
ITllllritirme) 

1355 Otter Lutto Ultra 

1410 Medltemmean salt meadows (Juncetalla maritlml) 

1421 Klllarneyfem Trlchom/JfteS spedosum 

1990Nore freshwater pearl mussel Mal'flCJrfti/eta dumwensls 

3260 water courses of plaln to montane levels whh the 
Ranunculicn flunantis and callitric�trachion veptalion 

�30 European dry heaths 

6.00 Hydrophilous tal herb fringe communities of plains and 
of the monbine to .ilpine levels 

1220• Petrffylne sprln15 wtth tufa forrnadon (Cratt1neurlon) 

91AD Old sessle oak woods with llex and Blechnum In the 
Brttlsh Isles 

91EO• Allwi.l forests with Alnu5 glutin05a and Fraxinu, 
excelslor (Aln�adion, Alnlon lncanae, Salldon albae) 

NPWS (2011} ComelYilltion Obiec;tive:5: River Burow illOd River 
No,e SAC 002162. Vel'Slon 1.0. Na-tlonal Partcs a,d WQdllfe 
Service, Depanment of Art5, Heritage and the Gaellllc:ht 

lvloore Gra..Jp Environment.al Services (info@mooregra.Jp.ie) 17 
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4.2. Ecological Network Supporting Natura 2000 Sites 

A concurrent GIS analysis of the proposed Natural Heritage Areas (pNHA) and designated Natural Heritage Areas 

(N HA) in terms of their role in supporting the species using Natura 2000 sites was undertaken along with GIS 

investigation of European sites. It was assumed that these supporting roles mainly related to mobile fauna such 

as mammals and birds which may use pNHAs and NHAs as ecological corridor s or "stepping stones" between 

Natura 2000 sites. 

Article 10 of the Habitats Directive and the Habitats Regulations 2011 place a high degree of importance on such 

non-Nat ura 2000 areas as features that connect the Natura 2000 network. Features such as ponds, woodlands 

and important hedgerows were taken into account in the decision process and during the preparation of this AA 

Screening report. 

The NHAs and pNHAs identified in Figure 4 are located outside the Zone of Influence, with the eKception of those 

which share the boundaries of the associated River Nore and River Barrow SAC is considered under its higher 

conservation status as a European site. 

5. Identification of Potential I mp acts & Assessment of Significance

The Proposed Development is not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the sites

considered in the assessment and therefore potential impacts must be identified and considered. 

5.1. Assessment of Likely Significant Effects 

The proposed development c rosses the Glenmore River, a part of the SAC; however only surface water 

drainage, as at present, wi l l  res ult from the development, and no significant impact s are likely. 

The consideration of all potential direct and indirect impacts that may result in significant effects on the 

conservation objectives of a European site, taking into account the size and scale of the Proposed Development 

are presented in Table 3. 

lvloore Grwp Environment:ll Services (info@mooregrwp.ie) LB 
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Table 3 Assessment of Likely Significant Effects. 

Identification of all potential direct and indirect impacts that may result in significant effects on the 
conservation objectives of a European site, taking into account the size and scale of the project. 

Impacts; 

Construction phase e.g. 

Vegetation clearance 

Demolition 

Surface water runoff from soil 
e><cavation/i nfi I I/landscaping (including borrow pits) 

Dust, noise, vibration 

Lighting disturbance 

Impact on groundwater/dewatering 

Storage of excavated/construction mater
i

als 

Access to s
i

te 

Pests 

Operational phase e.g. 

Direct emiss
i

on to air and water 

Surface water runoff containing contaminant or 

sediment 

lighting disturbance 

Noise/vibration 

Changes to water/groundwater due to drainage or 
abstraction 

Prese nee of people, vehicles and activities 

Physical presence of structures (e.g. collision risks) 

Potential for accidents or incidents 

Cescribe any likely changes to the European site: 

lvloore Gra..Jp Environment.al Services (info@mooregra.Jp.ie) 

Significance of Impacts; 

None 

The proposed links are located on existing artificial 
surfaces for the most part. 

The proposed development crosses the Glenmore River, 
a part of the SAC; however the N25 intersection is 

relatively newly constructed and there are no p athways 
to the stream or the receivire River Barrow. 

There is no real likelihood of any significant effects on 

European Sites in the wider catchment area. 

The facility is located at a distance of removal such that 
there will be no disturbance to qualifying interest 

species in any European sites. 

L9 
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Examples of the type of changes to give None. 

consideration to Include: 

The Proposed Development site is located partly within 
Reduction or fragmentation of habitat area a European site, however, due to its scale and nature, 

and use of existin g  river crossings , there is no risk of 
Disturbance to QI species habitat loss or fragmentation or any effects on QI 

habitats or species directly or ex-situ. 
Habitat or species fragmentation 

Reduction or fragmentation in species density 

Changes in key indicators of conservation status 
value (water quality etc.) 

Changes to areas of sensitivity or threats to QI 

Interference with the key relationships that define 
the structure or ecological function of the site 

Climate change 

Are 'mitigation' measures necessary to reach a conclusion that likely significant effects can be ruled out at 

screening? 

No N/A 

On the basis o f the information supplied, which is considered adequate to undertake a screening deterriination 

and having regard to: 

• the n.:1ture and sc.:1le of the proposed development, 

• the intervening land uses and distance from European sites,

• the lack of direct connections with regard to the Source-Pathway-Receptor model,

It may be concluded that the proposed development, individually or in-combination with other plans or projects, 

would not be likely to have a signif icant effect on the above listed European sites or any other European site, in 

view of the said sites' conservation objectives. 

5.2. Assessment of Potential In-Combination Effects 

In-com bi nation effects are changes in the environme nt that result from numerous human-induced, small-scale 

alterations. In-combination effe cts can be thought of as occurring through two main pathways: first, through 

persistent additions or losses of the same materials or resource, and second, through the compounding effects 

as a result of the coming together of two or more effects. 

lvloore Gra..Jp Environment.al Services (info@mooregra.Jp.ie) 20 
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As part of the Screening for an Appropriate Assessment, in addition to the Proposed Development, other 

relevant plans and projects in the area must also be considered at this stage. This step alms to identify at this 

early stage any possible significant in-combination effects of the Proposed Development with other such plans 

and projects on European sites. 

A review of the National Planning Application Database was undertaken. The first stage of this review confirmed 

that there were no data gaps in the area where the Proposed Development ls located. The database was then 

quer
i

ed for developments granted planning permission within S00m of the Proposed Development within the 

last three years, these are presented in Table 4 below. 

Table 4.Planning applications granted permission in the vicinity of the Proposed Development. 

Planning Description of development Commen15 
Ref. 

19302 111 erect a steel storage eictenslon IX> existing Industrial No poll!ndal for In-combination effects 
workshop and all ancillary works ijven the scale and location of the prqect. 

19«>0 for en�mal and lnll!mal ahl!rallons with assodall!d wcrks No pob:nti1I for in-combination effilc15 
1D an u.istina fully serviced dwellns slwalBd fiyen the scale and location of the prcj ect. 

1943.S 'bo cons1ruct a new slnde storey pl11:hed roof e�rnslon 1D No polllntial for in<ombination effec:15 
the side of the existing house, co1115istingof a prag,e, boot fl,,@n the scale and location of the prci art. 
room, WC, office and prden room, 11>gether with new 
,OI.Wld floor bav window tr> the N!ar and all iissoclated slll! 

196B5 for2 no.s1Dra111 sheds mside ofexlstlnsworbhopat No potrntlal for ln-eomblnation effects 
ijven the scale and locatton ofttie project. 

197B 1D retain a chance of use from sports clubhouse & chancJne No potl'ntlal fDr ln-eomblnation effects 
rooms ttl dwelllng house & er«t a slnlde storey extension i;ven the scale and loc1tionoflhe pl'Qject. 
1D the dwelling house with sewage treatmentsysrem & al 
ancillary works 

19905 for the construction ofa slnllle storey sarap to the rear of No potl!ntial for ln-eomblnatlon effects 
our property, all whh as,oc/a11ed sliie developmen't worb fven the scale and locatlon ofltle project. 

20-416 1D temporary Install a 10.9 x 7 .3 meter slna,@ storey No pob?ntial fDr in-combination effects 
modular aea>mmodalion M astl!rla!bln stnJcrure 1D provide sjven thesc1le1nd location of the pl'Qject. 
playschool waup and aftimc:.hool lac:llitJes and to connect 
foul dralna119 and surface walllr to combined public mains 
dralna� locatl!d within the site boundary with all 
associated site wortcs to the £TOUnds of 

20553 for the following wortcs to the existing school, the No potl!ntial fDr irK:ombination effec:ts 
c:.onverslon of ,m existing clanroom to 2 no. new offices, ir,en the,cale and I01:ation ofthe prqKt. 
the construction of a new slnl,le storey eJCtenslon ainslstfnc 
ofl no.newclassroom,2 no.n-re:source rooms,1 no. 
assisted user we and a new Ink corridor 11>selher with all 
ancillary and assoclalBd siteworics 

2059 for the erection of an extl!nslon and alterations ID an No potrntlal for ln-eomblnation effects 
existing dwelling house and the erection of a vehicular flven the scale and location of the project. 
ennnce and drlwiwav 111 serve same 

20624 for a>nS1rUcted granny lat extension to the South pble of No potendal for In-combination effects 
dwelling house comprising ofkitdleri and bedroom and ijven thescaleand location of the prqect. 
revised construciled front en1ranc:e pon:t, and oml�d 
slldln1 door to the North elevation tom v,anted Plannlnc 
Permission Ref No: 99/1200, Constructed addlttonal 
external chimney to the North elevatlon, lnnalled siding 
door ID !he West elevatlon In place of previously v,inmd 
window 11> my dwelling house 

lvloore Gra..Jp Environment.al Services (info@mooregra.Jp.ie) 21 
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Planning Descriplion ofdewlopment Conwnenis 
Ref. 

20669 of 3 no. one su:ny pi Idled roo�ouse lillltansions to the No potential for In-combination etlects 
west, north, and ees tslde of original one stt>rey-3 bedroom &fven the scale and location of the prq ect. 
d-lling, which now comprises 5 no. bedrooms, 2 no.
wileb and livins ilHai, wt11tlher with all anoc�ted internal
and el<ternal aheratlons. Permission Is alsosoupt1D retain
2 no. onH.torey stora9! outbulldlnp to�er with all
boundary treatments, landscaplns wor1cs and all related site 
works that were carried out 

20795 for conS1ructed Granny flat to dwelllng house as opposed to No pomntial for In-combination effiec:ts 
Garage with Bedroom and En-suilil from prwiouslv pntad elven the scale and locatlon of die prq ect. 
Planning Permission Ref No; '!19/70 with foul drainage 
connectled to Public Mains in roed with Planning Permission 
beins sought for proposed Sunroom extension 'ti:> the 
Granny flat and lnstal new Velux roofl1"1t and replace 
slldlna door with new window 10 the Granny flat 
Klb:hen/l)lnln11 room by my dwelllrla: house 

2111 Is belnasoultit to loma new vehicular slta entrance and No pob!ntlal for ln-eomblnatlon effects 
constnJct four bedroom dormer dwelltng house and pn the scale and locatlon of the prqect. 
connect fool drainaae to wastewater treatment sys11!!m and 
percolalion bedi whh all associated situ works 1u my site 

21147 to erect a dwelling house, detached BBrage, sewage No potl!ntial for In-combination effects 
tre1tment systl!m Ind all 1ncillilrv works liven the scale and location of lhe prqect. 

21203 for 2 car parking spaces No pomntial for In-combination effiec:ts 
elven the scale and locatlon of die prq ect. 

2122 
m construst a slnS,e storey famlly extension 1D the rear of No powntial for in-«>mbination effects 
l!Jlls11ng slnsle stDrey dwelllng and all associated works Biven the scale and location of the project. 

21722 w constructa new sin!le iwrey pi1,;hed roof, prden and No potential for irKombination effects 
household smre with art studio and workshop wgether i;ven the scale and location of the prqect. 
wl1h all 1.1soclated sltl! works 

2173 
11> ere<:t a detached domestic Gara911 & office on my No powntial for in-«>mbination eff1:c1s 
property Biven the scale and location of the prq ect. 

21772 for: Erection of 5illJlap m the ffont elewtion of the exi51ing No potential for irKombination effec:15 
buhdlng con1alnlng the name of the scf1ool. Erection of &fven the scale and locatlon of the prq ect. 
free-standing si wi•ee m tfle front prden of the school 
containing the scnool's name and branding. All associated 
anclllarv sit!! develoomentworks 

21980 for the erection of a dwelllns house, domestic 1!19rage, No potantial for In-combination effects 
&eWallll treatment &ystam and all anclllary works at ""'n the scale and locatlon of die project. 

21991 for dlanae of uw of fut food take away use to residential No potential for irKombination effects 
use to form part of the exlstlng dwelllng house acj)acentand i;ven the scale and location of the prq ect. 
ever the fast food take aW11V, altl!ratlons and assodatl!d 
worts 

22107 1D erect a dwelllnghouse, detached �rage & all ancillary No potentlal for ln-eomblnadon effects 
worts pn the scale and locadon of the project. 

22215 for alteratlons and extl!nslon 'ID exls11nc dwelllnc house No potential fDr ln-comblnatlon efflects 
comprlslncof1h!! removal ofan existing porch, lliven thucale�md location oflhe project. 
cons1ruction ofa sln@le storev extension and all associated 
site works 

2287 1D erect a dwelllng house, detached ,,.,age, sewaae No potantial for In-combination effects 
11eavnent syslllm and all ancillary works ""'" the scale and locatlon of die project. 

The Kilkenny County Development Plan in complying with the requirements of the Habitats Directive ·equires 

that all Projects and Plans that could affect the Natura 2000 sites in the same potential Zone of Influence of the 

Proposed Developme nt site wou Id be initially screened for Appropriate Asses sment and if requiring Stage 2 AA, 
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that appropriate employable mitigation measures would be put in place to avoid, reduce or ameliorate negative 

impacts. In this way any, in-combination impacts with Plans or Projects for t he proposed development area and 

surrounding townlands in which the proposed development site is located, would be avoided. 

The listed developments have been granted permission in most cases with conditioll'!i relating to sustainable 

development by the consenting authority in compliance with the relevant Local Authority Development Plan 

and in compliance with the Local Authority requirement with regard to the Habitats Directive. The development 

cannot have received planning permission without having met the consenting authority requirement in this 

regard. 

There are no predicted in-comb·1nation ettects giVen that ·11 is predicted that the Proposed Development will 

have no effect on any European s·rte. 

Any new applications for the Proposed Development area will be assessed on a case by case basis initially by 

Kilkenny County Council which will determine the requirement for AA Screening as per the requirements of 

Article 6(3) of the Hab
i

tats Directive. 

6. Conclusion

There are no predicted effects on any European sites given: 

• There are no predicted emissions to air, water or the environment du ring the construction or

operational phases that would result in significant effects.

It has been objectively concluded by Moore Group Environmental Services that: 

1. The Proposed Development is not directly connected with, or necessary to the conservation

management of the European sites considered in this assessment.

2. The Proposed Development is unlikely to either directly or indirectly significantly affect the Qualifying

interests or Conservation Objectives of the European sites considered in this assessment.

3. The Proposed Development, alone or in combination with other projects, is not Ii kely to have significant

effects on the European sites considered in this assessment in view of their conservation objectives .

4. It is possible to conclude that significant effects can be excluded at the screening stage. 

It can be excluded, on the basis of objective information, that the Proposed Development, individual ly or in 

combination with other plans or projects, will have a significant effect on a European site. 

An appropriate assessment is not, therefore, required. 
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A finding of no significant effects report is presented in Appendix A in accordance w·ith the EU Commission's 

methodological guidance (European Commission, 2002). 
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Appendix A 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS REPORT 

Name of project or plan 

South East Greenway Links 

Finding no significant effects report matrix 

Name and location of the Natura 2000 site(s) 

The Glenmore section of the Proposed Development crosses a minor stream close to the N25, then runs 
alongside the Glenmore River, crossi ng the River at the v illage of Glenmore. The Glenmore River forms part of 
the River Barrow and River Nore SAC (Site Code 002162). The proposed development crosses the Glenmore 
River, a part of the SAC; however the N25 intersection is relatively newly constructed and there are no pathways 
to the stream or the receiving River Barrow. The Sli everue section of the Proposed Development lies over 1 km 
from any European site. It does not i ntersect with any watercourses, and there is no connectivity to any 
European sites. 

Description of the project or plan 

The Proposed Development consists of the construction and operation of connecting links from the South East 
Greenway tot he villages of Slieverue and Glenmore in co. Kilkenny, to provide access to the villages from the 
Gr eenway for pedestrians and cyclists. Each route is a ppro><imately 1.8km, and consists of assorted 
improvements along these routes, including bridges, underpass, paths and bollards. 

Is the project or plan directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site(s) 

No 

Are there other projects or plans that together with the projects or plan being assessed could affect the site 

A review of the National Planning Application Database was undertake n. The first stage of this review confirmed 
that t here were no data gaps in the area where the Proposed Development is located. The database was then 
queried for developments granted planning permission within S00m oft he Proposed Development within the 
la st three years, these are presented in the Table below. 

Planning applications granted permission in the vicinity of the Proposed Development. 

Planning Description of development Convnen1S 
Ref. 

19302 to erect a steel storage e,nenslon tD exisdng lndus11'1al No potential for kH:omblnatlon eft\!c1S 
workshop and all ancillaryworlcs given tile scale and location of the prqect. 

19400 for ect2mal and Internal altl!radonswlth assodated worb No potential for ln-<:omblnatlon effects 
1D an eJdi.tlng fully serviced d-llngsltuated atwn the scale and l ocatlon of the prcf ect. 

19415 1D conslruch new $in81e 51ir;>rey pi�hed roof edemion w No potential for in-combination effects 
the side of the e,clsdnc house, conslS11ncof a pra,e, boot pn tile scale and location of the prefect. 
room, we, office and garden room, 11>sether with nl!W 
&TOI.Wld floor bay window 1D the rear and all associated site 
worts 

19685 for 2 no. s1Dra111 sheds 1D side ofexistingwortshopat No potential for In-combination effects 
,t,en the scale 11nd locatlon of the prqect. 

1978 to retain a chan,e of use from sports clubhouse & chanenc No potential for kH:omblnatlon effects 
rooms tD dwelling house & erect a slngle storey extension .-,en the sc1de and location of the project. 
1D lhe dwellin1 house with sewase treatmentsystem & al 
anclllarv works 
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Planning Description of dewelopment Convnenu 
Ref. 

19905 for the consb'Uction ofa sinale swrev llill'al!e 1D the rear of No potential lor ln-<:omblnation effects 
our property, all wlth aS90cla111!d sl1e developrnentworlcs &fven the scale and locatlon of the prq ect. 

204.1.6 tD temporary Install a 1O.9x 7.3 metl!r slnaje storey No potl!ntial for In-combination effi!cts 
modular accommodation M as118rkabln structure 1D provide alven the scale and locatlon of the prqect. 
playschool aroup and aftenchool facllltles and 1D connect 
foul draina1111 and surraat water lo ,ornbined public mains 
drainage located within 1he site boundary with all 
11510d1ted site worts to the gounds of 

20553 for the following worts to the ex1S11ngschool, the No pob!ntial lor in-combination effects 
converslon of an ex.lsdns clasaroom to 2 no. new offices, llMl" the scale and localion of the prq ect. 
the construction of a new slnete storey extl!nslon conslstlnc 
ofl no. new classroom, 2 no. n- resource rooms, 1 no. 
assisted user we and a new Ink corridor maether with all 
ancillary and associated site wor1ai 

2059 for the erection of an eKll!nslon and alterations 1D an No potential for ln-<:omblnatlon effects 
e,cistintr dwelling house and the erKlion of a vehicular &fven thescaleand location of the prqect. 
entrance end drlvewav 1D serve same 

20624 for cxms1rucll:d vanny lat exbmsion to the South 11Ji1ble of No potenual for lrH:omblna11on effects 
d-lllng house comprising of kltdlen and bedroom and liven the scale and localion of the project. 
revised constructl!d front entrance pordi and omltb!d
slldlna door., the Nol'!h ef�tlon from ,aMl!d Plannlng
Permfsslon Ref No: 99/1200, ConstruclBd addi1Jonal
external chimney to the Nonh elevation, Installed siding
dOOI' to 1he Westehwation in place of previously wan tad
window m mv dwellln1 house

20669 of 3 no. one smn,y pitdled roof.house utansions to the No potential for lrH:omblnation el'lects 
west, north, and east side of ortglnal one slorey-3 bedroom lfVen the scale and location of the praj act. 
dwelling, which now compri51155 no. bedroo1Tl5, 2 no. 
tollets and IMna Bl'l!as, 'l!Ofll!dier with all assocbsted lnfl!rnal 
and eKternal alteratlons. Permission Is also ,oupt 1D retain 
2 no. one-storey stora9! outbulldlnp IDgether with all 
boundary treatments, landscapi05 wortcs and all rela11!d si1B 
woltcs that were carried out 

20795 for ams1ructed Granny Oat \o dwellina house as opposed 1D No potential for lrH:omblnation el'lects 
Garage with Bedroom and En-suhe from previously ,vantl!d &fven the scale and location of the prq ect. 
PlanningPerminion Ref No: 'l19no with foul drain.iae 
connec:tled ti> Public Mains In reed with PlannlngPermlssion 
belns sousht for proposed SUnroom extension 1D the 
Granny flat and lnstal new Velux roofllat,t and replace 
slldlng door with new window ID 1he Granny flat 
Kitchen/Dining room by my dwelling house 

2111 Is beinasouitit ID form newvilhicular slte enlranceand No potendal for In-combination ef'l'l!cts 
construct four bedroom dormer dwelling house and rt,en the scale and locatlon of the praj !!Ct. 
conne,;;t roc.,1 draina8il w wastewater lnlatment system and 
.,.,,colatlon beds with all associated she worts 10 mv site 

21147 w erect a dwelling house, detadled IIJilra11=, sewage No potenual for lrH:omblna11on effects 
treatment system and all andllary wortcs liven the scale and Iota lion of the project. 

21203 for 2 car park�g spaces No potential tor ln-<:omblnation effilcts 
&fven the scale and locatlon of the prq ect. 

2122 tD construst a slnafe storey family extension 1D the rear of No potential for ln-<:omblnatlon e� 
exlstlngsk\gle stDrey dwelllng and all associated works i;ven the scale .ind location of the proi m. 

21722 to cons1ruch new Jin{le Jtorev pi11;hed roof, prden and No i;iotential for irKombinalion el'l'v,;;ts 
household store with art studio and worbhop 1D�ther ,Jven the scale and locatlon of the prq ect. 
wl1h all assocletl!d site works 

2173 
tD erect a detached dom�tfc Gara I! & office on my No pobmti1I lor in-combination efhicts 
property liven the scale and loc:ationofthe project. 
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Planning Description of dewlopment Convnen1S 
Ref. 

21772 for: ErKtion ofsil!Jlap 10 the frontektvation of the &Kisling No potential tor In-combination effects 
buQdlng con1alning the name of the sc:llool. Erection of &fven the scale and location of the prq ect. 
free-standing sigm1ee t0 ttie front prden of the school 
containing the school's name and branding. All a550Ciated 
anclllan, site devel-mentworb 

21980 for the erection of a dwelllne house, domestic praee, No poti=ntlal tor In-combination effects 
sewaae treatment system and all anclllary worlcs at liven the scale �md location of the project. 

21991 for change of use of fast food take away use 1n resldentlal No potential for ln<ombinatlon effects 
U5e w form p.irtof the existing dwelling house •di•cenhnd ir,en the scale and lo,ation of the prgji!Ct, 
over the fast food take awav, alterations and assodated 
worts 

22107 'ID erecta dwelllnehouse, detached garaae & all ancillary No poti:ntlal for In-combination effects 
works i;ven the scale �md location of the project. 

22215 for altenstlons and extension to existing dwelling house No potential for in<ombination effects 
comprising of the removal of an existing porch, r,en the scale and location of the prgject. 
conS1ructlon ofa slnefe storey exll!nslon and all associated 
site works 

2287 'ID erect a dwelling house, detached prage, sewaae No potentlal tor ln-comblnallon e� 
treatment system and all andllaryworb &fven the scale and locatlon of the prqect. 

The Kilkenny County Development Plan in complying with the requirements of the Habitats Directive ·equires 
that all Projects and Plans that could affect the Natura 2000 sites in the same potential Zone of Influence of the 
Proposed Development site wou Id be initially screened for Appropriate Assessment and if r e quiring Stage 2 AA, 
that appropriate employable mitigation measures would be put in place to avoid, reduce or ameliorate negative 
impacts. In this way any, in-combination impacts with Plans or Projects fort he proposed development area and 
surrounding townlands in which the proposed development site is located, would be avoided. 

The listed developments have been granted permission in most cases with conditions relating to sustainable 
development by the consenting authority in compliance with the relevant Local Authority Development Plan 
and in compliance with the Local Authority requirement for regard to the Habitats Directive. The development 
cannot have received planning permission without having met the consenting authority requirement in this 
regard. There are no predicted in-combination effects given that it is predicted that the Proposed Development 
wi II have no effect on any European site. 

There are no predicted in-combination effects given that the reasons discussed in the 'Comments' column of 
the Table above and given that the Proposed Development is unlikely to have any adverse effects on any 
European sites. 

Any new applications for the Proposed Development area will be assessed on a case by case basis initially by 
Kilkenny County Council which will determine the requirement for AA Screening as per the requirements of 
Article 6(3) of the Hab

i

tats Directive. 

THE ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECTS 

Describe how the project or plan (alone or In combination) Is likely to affect the Natura 2000 site. 

The proposed deve lopment crosses the Glenmore River, a pan of the SAC; however only surface water 
drainage, as at present, will res ult from the development, and no significant impacts are likely. 

Explain why these effects are not considered significant. 

There are no predicted effects on any European sites given: 

• There are no predicted emissions to air, water or the environment du ring the construction or 
operational phases that would result in significant effects
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List of agencies consulted: provide contact name and telephone or e-mall address 

The requirement for Appropriate Assessment Screening was determined during pre-planning discussion with 

Kilkenny county Council. 

Response to consultation 

N/A. 

DATA COLLECTED TO CARRY OUT THE ASSESSMENT 

Who carried out the assessment 

Moore Group Environmental Services. 

Sources of data 

NPWS database of designated sites at www.npws.ie 

National Biodiversity Data Centre database http://maps.biodiversityireland.ie 

Level of assessment completed 

Desktop Assessment. Fieldwork was carried out as part of the EIA process. 

Where can the full results of the assessment be accessed and viewed 

Ki Ike n ny County Cou nci I Planning web portal. 

OVERALL CONCLUSIONS 

There are no predicted effec.'ts on any European sites given: 

• There are no predicted emissions to air, water or the environment during the construction or
operational phases that would result in significant effects. 

It has been objectively concluded by Moore Group Environmental Services that: 

1. The Proposed Development is not directly connected with, or necessary to the conservation
management of the European sites considered in this assessment. 

2. The Proposed Developm ent is unlikely to either directly or indirectly significantly affect the Qualifying
interests or Conservation Objectives of the European sites considered in this assessment.

3. The Proposed Development, alone or in combination with other projects, is not Ii kely to have significant 
effects on the European sites considered in this assessment in view of their conservation objectives.

4. It is possible to conclude that significant effects can be excluded at the screening stage. 

It can be excluded, on the basis of objective information, that the Proposed Development, individually or in 
combination with other plans or projects, will have a significant effect on a European site. 

An appropriate assessment is not, therefore, required. 
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Maproad PMS Accident Data 1990 -2020 
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